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               PUBLIC NOTICE 

I am applying for registration of Guest House with Tourism 
Department if anybody have any objection in this regard He/
She may contact with Director  Tourism Department or Tour-
ism office Gulmarg within seven days from the publication of 
this notice after no objection will be entertained 

Name....Riyaz Ahmad parray  
S/o Abdul Aziz parray 
R/o kalantara

               PUBLIC NOTICE 

I have applied for registration of my  residential house  
located at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying 
Guest House Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 
89-JK(TSM) of 2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody 
has any objection in this regard he/she may file his/her  
objection in department of tourism or Assistant Director 
Tourism Office Gulmarg within a period of 7 days from the 
date of publication of this notice after that no objection shall 
be entertained. 
 
Shabir Ahmad Rather 
S/O Mohammad Kamal Rather 
R/O Dandmooha Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

Prabhat Pheri” taken out in 
Kishtwar to sensitize public about 

‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
ISHTWAR, AUGUST 14: 
To sensitise people about 
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 
campaign, the District Ad-
ministration Kishtwar, in 
collaboration with School 
Education Department and 
District Youth Services & 
Sports Department, today 
took out a “Prabhat Pheri” 
and road show of school 
students here in the Kisht-
war Town.Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC), Ashok Sharma  
and SSP   Shafqat Hussain 

Bhat flagged off the Pra-
bhat Pheri here from Kok-
ila Chowk, Kuleed Chowk  
near 100 feet High Mast Na-
tional Flag. ADDC, Shama 
Lal; Ad SP, Rajinder Singh; 
ACD, Atul Dutt Sharma; 
DPO,Sunil Bhutyal; CEO, 
Sudershan Kumar Sharma; 
DYSSO Kharati Lal Sharma  
besides other Civil and Po-
lice Officers, teaching staff  
also attended the event.
Over 200 students drawn 
from different schools took 

part in the programme 
and   motivated the public 
to hoist the national flag on 
their houses.
The gusto and effervescence 
of the children amid playing 
of patriotic songs was the 
perfect foil for culminating 
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ fer-
vour.
During the Prabhat pher-
ies the participants raised 
slogans like “Bharat Mata 
ki jai”, “Vande Mataram”, 
“Har ghar tiranga, har man 

tiranga”, “Vijayee viswa ti-
ranga pyara-jhanda uncha 
rahe hamaara” and reached 
Main Bus stand Kishtwar 
via  Dak banglow,Shaheedi 
Mazar,Police station Kisht-
war then returned back 
to Kokila Chowk, Kuleed 
Kishtwar.
The DC appreciated all the 
departments for playing 
their role effectively in mak-
ing the campaign a success 
under ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav’.

     Public Notice 

It is notified for the general public that  my actual name 
is Seema Rashid Wani,D/o.Ab Rashid Wani R/o.Waripora 
Handwara 
but unfortunately due system error in my Birth certificate 
(Hospital) my name marks as Insha Rashid  insted of  
Seema Rashid which is totally different from my actual data.
In this regard I'm  going to approach for correction concern 
office.if anybody having any objection he/she may can 
approach concern office with in 7days from the publication of 
this notice, after that no objection shall be entertained.  
 
From, 
Seema Rashid Wani, 
D/o.Ab Rashid Wani  
R/o.Waripora Handwara

     Public Notice 
 
It is notified for the general public that  my actual name is 
Ishaq Ahmad Bhat S/o.Mohd Hayat Bhat Kabir,R/o.Turkapo-
ra,but unfortunately due system error in my driving licence 
No.JK0920120068574/Dl my name marks as Ishfaq Ahmad 
Bhat insted of Ishaq Ahmad Bhat which is totally different 
from my actual data.In this regard I'm  going to approach for 
correction in RTO Kupwara.if anybody having any objection 
he/she may can approach RTO concern with in 7days from 
the publication of this notice, after that no objection shall be 
entertained.  
 
By,  
Ishaq Ahmad Bhat 
S/o.Mohd Hayat Bhat Kabir
R/o.Turkapora

Bandipora all set to celebrate I-Day
Tiranga Rallies organised, Government Buildings 

Illuminated, People voluntarily hoist Tiranga
BANDIPORA AUGUST 14: Under the 
aegis of Azadi ka Amrit Mahaotsav,  
Bandipora organised variety of events 
and programmes under Har Ghar Ti-
ranga Campaign in view of I-Day 2022.
Under Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign, 
ARTO Bandipora today organised a 
Tiranga rally involving transporters, 
auto rikshaw drivers and officials of 
transport department.
District administration Bandipora 
alsi organised variety of events to pre-
pare for Independence Day 2022.
The hoisted Tirangas added beauty 
to the  Bridges, markets,  govern-
ment buildings and places of public 
eminence.Tirangas were distributed 
among the volunteers in main market 
Bandipora to fulfill their zeal for cele-
bration of 76th Independence Day.
Hoardings banners and digital screens 
has been erected across the district as 
part of Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
and in view of 76th I-Day.
Moreover, mini secretariat Bandipora 
has been illuminated days before to 
give festive look to I-Day Celebrations.

Under Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
people have voluntarily hoisted flags 
at their roof tops to promote Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign.DC Bandipora, Dr. 
Owais Ahmed appreciated and  laud-
ed the efforts of general public, youth 
volunteers, students, civil society 
members and employees for their en-
thusiastic participation in Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign. District adminis-

tration Bandipora alsi organised va-
riety of events to prepare for Indepen-
dence Day 2022.
The hoisted Tirangas added beauty 
to the  Bridges, markets,  govern-
ment buildings and places of public 
eminence.Tirangas were distributed 
among the volunteers in main market 
Bandipora to fulfill their zeal for cele-
bration of 76th Independence Day.
Hoardings banners and digital screens 
has been erected across the district as 
part of Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
and in view of 76th I-Day.
Moreover, mini secretariat Bandipora 
has been illuminated days before to 
give festive look to I-Day Celebrations.
Under Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
people have voluntarily hoisted flags 
at their roof tops to promote Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign.DC Bandipora, Dr. 
Owais Ahmed appreciated and  laud-
ed the efforts of general public, youth 
volunteers, students, civil society 
members and employees for their en-
thusiastic participation in Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign.

War Veterans, Police Martyrs 
conclave held at Anantnag

ANANTNAG AUGUST 14: 
Under the aegis of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav and Har 
Ghar Tiranga, a conclave 
to felicitate war veterans, 
police martyrs and COVID 
warriors was held at Dak 
Bungalow here.
Deputy Commissioner 
Anantnag Dr Piyush Singla 
and CO Sector 1 RR Aman-
deep Malhi felicitated the 
veterans. ADC Anantnag 
Ghulam Hassan Sheikh was 
also present.
DC Anantnag Dr Piyush 
Singla extended greetings 
of Independence Day to the 
veterans and Veer Naris. He 
said that under the aegis of 
Har Ghar Tiranga program 
several activities are being 
organized in the district. He 
said the program is an excel-
lent platform for people to 
express their love towards 
the nation.
 He said it also sensitizes 
the citizens towards their 
duty to the country. He en-
couraged people to take part 
in the program and become 
a part of this historical oc-
cassion. The DC also said 
that a special camp under 
Ayushman Bharat will be 
organized for ex-service per-
sonnel so that they can reap 
the benefits of the scheme.

Amandeep Malhi, Com-
mander Sector 1 RR, said 

that a soldier is always 
ready to face any challenge. 
He said the veterans being 
celebrated today have self-
lessly served the country 
for years.
He said that the martyrs 
have made the supreme 
sacrifice in protecting the 
country and we shall always 
remain in their debt.
Mubarak Ahmad Khan, 93 
years old, a  Veteran of 3 
wars was felicitated on the 
occassion. He said that in 
his 28 year long service ca-
reer, he has satisfactorily 

dispensed his duties and 
has selflessly serviced his 

fellow citizens.
ADC Sheikh said the entire 
country is indebted to the 
martyrs for their selfless 
services and the nation is 
proud of these guardians. 
He said that during the 
COVID pandemic the ser-
vices offered by the ex-ser-
vice personnel were instru-
mental in mitigating the 
effects and controlling the 
pandemic.
Rashid War, Zila Sainik 
Officer Anantnag said that 
there is no ex soldier, a 
soldier is bound by duties 

lifelong and spends his en-
tire life in selfless service 
of his brethren. He said that 
during COVID pandemic, 
ex-servicemen volunteered 
their services in unprece-
dented numbers and saved 
many lives.
Ali Mohammad Khan, re-
tired Subedar Major, a resi-
dent of Gopalpora said that 
10 war veterans from his 
village have served in the 
World War II.
He said that the local pop-
ulation has been at the 
forefront in offering their 
services for defending our 
borders.
He said that welfare of the 
ex-service personnel has 
been a priority for the ad-
ministration and effective 
steps taken in this direction 
have resulted in evident 
change.
Mukhtar Ahmad, Hawal-
dar from Mattan thanked 
the District Administration 
for their continued support 
towards the welfare of the 
ex-service personnel.
The DC and Commander 
Sector 1 RR felicitated var-
ious war veterans, Veer 
Naris on the occasion and 
thanked them for their con-
tribution.

Har Ghar Tiranga
4000 people led by DC Anantnag rally 

150 metre flag across Pahalgam
ANANTNAG AUGUST 14: Under the 
aegis of Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
and in run up to the celebration of 
Independence Day, Army Goodwill 
School, 3 RR, Municipal Committee 
Pahalgam, Sub Divisional Adminis-
tration Pahalgam, CRPF and BSF or-
ganised a mega rally.
The rally which saw participation of 
more than 4000 students, civil society 
members and officials from various 
departments was led by Deputy Com-
missioner Anantnag Dr Piyush Singla.
Commencing from Main Market Pa-
halgam, the rally concluded at GHSS 
Pahalgam. The rally saw the students 
among others carrying 150 metre long 
Tiranga across Pahalgam amidst 
chants of Ghar Ghar Tiranga, Har 
Ghar Tiranga.Speaking on the occas-
sion, the Deputy Commissioner said 
that the National Flag imparts a feel-
ing of oneness among the citizens of 
India.He said that the Har Ghar Tiran-
ga program has sensitized the citizens 
to their duty in keeping the country 
together and ensuring development 
and prosperity. He said that the en-
thusiasm with which students have 
participated in this program goes on 

to show that the future of this country 
is in safe hands.The rally was attend-
ed by CO 3RR Aneesh Aggarwal, ADC 

Anantnag, ACO BSF Raj Kumar, BMO 
Pahalgam, Tehsildar Pahalgam, SDPO 
Pahalgam among others.

 Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign
GCW Udhampur organises Patriotic Song Contest

          UDHAMPUR, AUGUST 14: As part 
of the “ Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign” 
under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav, an inter-collegiate solo patri-
otic song competition was organized 
by Department of Music Government 
College for Women (GCW) Udhampur, 
in collaboration with Department of 
History & Heritage Club.
          The competition was organized 
under the supervision of the College 
Principal, Dr. Monika Sharma.
           Dr. Monika Sharma highlighted 
the cause behind celebrating the ‘Aza-
di Ka Amrit Mahotsav’. She said that 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav was a Jan 
Mahotsav to bring the contribution of 
every section of society to the fore.
          The Students from different 
colleges participated in the solo song 
competition and sang very beautiful 
patriotic songs to pay tributes to the 
freedom fighters of India.
          The three best Singers of Solo 
Patriotic Song Competition included 
Sonia Verma of Semester 4th   GCW 
Udhampur, Naseem Akhter of Sem 4th 
and  Tammna Devi of Semester 2nd, 
respectively.
          Earlier, HOD Music, Associate 
Prof. Dr. Seema Sharma gave a brief 
resume of the activities being carried 
out by the Department from time to 

time, especially related to the Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign under the 
celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav India@75.  Prof. Yash Paul, 
Department of History, conducted the 
proceedings of the programme.
           Assistant Prof. Sanjay Kumar  
and  Assistant Prof. Yash Kumar 
both from the Department of Music  
acted as judges.
          Among others, Dr. Mool Raj , 
Dr. Kewal Kumar, Prof Sumita Rao,   
Prof. Shallu Jasrotia, other senior 
faculty members, staff members and 
a large number of the students also 
attended the programme. As part of 
the “ Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign” 
under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav, an inter-collegiate solo 
patriotic song competition was orga-
nized by Department of Music Gov-
ernment College for Women (GCW) 
Udhampur, in collaboration with De-
partment of History & Heritage Club.
          The competition was organized 
under the supervision of the College 
Principal, Dr. Monika Sharma.
           Dr. Monika Sharma highlight-
ed the cause behind celebrating the 
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’. She said 
that Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav was a 
Jan Mahotsav to bring the contribu-
tion of every section of society to the 

fore.
          The Students from different 
colleges participated in the solo song 
competition and sang very beautiful 
patriotic songs to pay tributes to the 
freedom fighters of India.
          The three best Singers of Solo 
Patriotic Song Competition included 
Sonia Verma of Semester 4th   GCW 
Udhampur, Naseem Akhter of Sem 
4th and  Tammna Devi of Semester 
2nd, respectively.
          Earlier, HOD Music, Associate 
Prof. Dr. Seema Sharma gave a brief 
resume of the activities being carried 
out by the Department from time to 
time, especially related to the Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign under the 
celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav India@75.  Prof. Yash Paul, 
Department of History, conducted 
the proceedings of the programme.
           Assistant Prof. Sanjay Kumar  
and  Assistant Prof. Yash Kumar 
both from the Department of Music  
acted as judges.
          Among others, Dr. Mool Raj , Dr. 
Kewal Kumar, Prof Sumita Rao,   Prof. 
Shallu Jasrotia, other senior faculty 
members, staff members and a large 
number of the students also attended 
the programme.

Mega Tiranga Bike rally taken out in Kishtwar; DC, SSP lead cavalcade

          KISHTWAR, AUGUST 14:   As a 
part of 'Har Ghar Tiranga' programme, 
under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a 
mega Tiranga  bike rally was taken 
out in Kishtwar under the initiative of 
Civil and Police Administration.
          The rally commenced here from 
Check Point Malipath and was flagged 
off by Deputy Commissioner, Ashok 
Sharma and SSP Shafqat Hussain 
Bhat.

          ADDC Kishtwar Sham Lal; Ad SP 
Rajinder Singh, ACR Kishtwar Varun-
jeet Singh Charak, ACP Kishtwar Za-
kir Hussain Wani, ACD Kishtwar Atul 
Dutt Sharma, DPO Kishtwar Sunil 
Bhutyal,Tehsildar Kishtwar Pramood 
kumar, Tehsildar HQ Chander Shek-
har Sharma, CEO Kishtwar Sudar-
shan Sharma, DYSSO Kishtwar K L 
Sharma,CAHO Kishtwar Dr Sanjay 
Kumar besides officers and employees 
of Civil and Police administration and 

other departments also took part in 
bike rally.
          DC and SSP Kishtwar also took 
part in the rally and led the cavalcade.
          The rally passed through main 
Market, Kuleed Chowk, Sangram-
bhatta villages and reached Bhandar-
koot and later returned back via Poo-
chal,Hatta and Sarkoot Villages and 
culminated at Dakbanglow after tak-
ing a round of the  Chowgan Ground.
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‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
Kupwara Administration organizes Maga Tiranga Rally , about 5000 students participated 

DC appriciated 

stakeholders,  

students 
KUPWARA, AUGUST 14: Dis-

trict Administration Kupwara 
today organized a Maga Tiranga 
Rally at Sports Stadium Galizoo 
Kupwara to celebrate  Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s Har 
Ghar Tiranga programme . 
                    Thousands of students 

representing various schools of 
Kupwara, Khumriyal, Trehgam 
and Dragmulla Education zones 
participated in the Maga Tiran-
ga  Rally.
                      The Deputy Com-

missioner, Kupwara, Khalid Ja-
hangir also participated in the 
rally along with officers of the 
district Administration  includ-

ing Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Kupwara, Ghulam Nabi 
Bhat, Additional SP Kupwara 
Pradeep Singh,Chief Education 
Officer Kupwara, Ghulam Nabi 
Fani, DSP Hqr Rashid Younus,  
District Youth Services and 
Sports Officer, Jatinder Singh, 
Principals of Higher Secondary 
schools,  Zonal Education Offi-
cers, Incharge Cultural Wing 
,CEO, Rayees Ahmad, Teachers 
and other concerned. 
                       The students showed 

their talent in different innova-
tive ways to express their love 
for India. Students made sym-
bols Triranga and map of India. 
The students, waving  National 
Flag in their hands, sang vari-
ous patriotic songs.
                         Later, the the 

maga rally led by Deputy Com-
missioner Kupwara Khalid Ja-
hangir and other officers went 
through various markets and 

roads including Old Town, Hy-
hama Chowk, Iqbal Market, 
Hospital Road, Ragipora Chowk 
and culminated at Kupwara 

Byepass.
                       The Deputy  Kupwara 

appriciated the CEO Kupwara,  
Teachers and Students for mak-

ing such a  successful maga rally  
in the district headquarter. He 
said  the  District Administra-
tion and Schools made a joint 
effort to organize a grand rally 
to mark the culmination of Na-
tional Initiative under Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav .  He apprici-
ated students for showing their 
keen interest  in Tiranga rally 
and advised them to do utmost 
hardwork in their studies and 
earn laurels for themselves and 
the nation. He said patriotism is 
the bedrock for the edifice of the 
nation building. 
                The schools which par-

ticipated in the Maga Tiranga 
Rally include HSS Khumriyal, 
HSS Putshie, BHSS Kupwara, 
GHSS Kupwara, BHSS Treh-
gam, GHSS Trehgam, BHSS 
Drugmulla, BHSS Nagrimal-
pora, BHSS Hatmulla, BHSS 
Karihama, HSS Laderwan, HS 
Goose, GHS Drugmulla, HS 

Bramri, HS Gushie, HS Kunan, 
BHS Trehgam, HS Gulgam and 
all other Government as well 

as Private schools falling in the 
Kupwara Town.
        A similar programme was  or-

ganised in the premises of BHSS 
Vilgam. The principal BHSS 
Vilgam Mr Manzoor Ahmad 
war organized the programme 
in coordination with ZEO Vil-
gam Mr Javid Iqbal which was 
attended by hundreds of stu-
dents of the area.The schools 
which participated in this mega 
show include BHSS vilgam,GHS 
Vilgam,BHSS Tarathpo-
ra,BHSS kukroosa,waisa ,BHS 
Manzgam,GHS Tarathpora,HS 
Dahama,HS Punzwa and many 
other institutions of the area.
The students exhibited their Pa-
triotism and love for the Tiran-
ga in many ways which was ap-
preciated by the officers present 
on the occasion.

Ex-gratia relief extended to the members 
of District Development Councils               

District Administration Ganderbal  organizes River 
Rafting under Har Ghar Tiranga campaign

GANDERBAL, August 
14: District Administra-
tion Ganderbal in col-
laboration with tourism 
department & Adventure 
Tourist Operator Associ-
ation of Kashmir today 
organized a Rafting event 
in Sindh Nallah which 
was flagged off by Deputy 
Commissioner Gander-
bal, Shyambir and SSP 
Ganderbal, Nikhil Bork-
ar here at Wussan.
 The rally commenced 

from Rafting point near 
Tourism Cafeteria Wus-
san and culminated at Wayil bridge.  The DC along with SSP 

boarded the Raft and 
rowed together along 
with other rafts in the 
gushing water of Sindh 
Nallah with tricolor fly-
ing proudly instilling the 
spirit of nationalism.
 The Rafting was or-

ganised as a part of on-
going HarGharTiranga 
campaign to mark the 
celebration of India’s 
glorious 75 years of Inde-
pendence. SDM Kangan, 
Tehsildar Kangan, Dy. 
SP HQ, Tourism Officer 
SDA, president ATOAK 
and other officials.

Police organises Tiranga rallies in 
Bandipora, Awantipora & Kulgam

Farooq Rather

As a part of “Har Ghar Tiranga” campaign, 
Police organised a series of Tiranga rallies 
in Bandipora, Awantipora & Kulgam with 
zeal, zest and enthusiasm.
In Bandipora, Tiranga rally was flagged off 
by SSP Bandipora Shri Mohmad Zahid-JKPS 
which started from DPL Bandipora, passed 
through the banks of Madhumati river and 
culminated at District Police Headquarters 
Bandipora. The march was also attended by 
DySP Hqrs Bandipora Shri Shafat Mohmad-
JKPS, DySP DAR Bandipora Shri Ishfaq Alam-
JKPS, DySP PC Bandipora Shri Zafar Mahdi-
JKPS and other officers/officials of Bandipora 
police and NOKs of Martyrs. At the onset of 
the Tiranga march SSP Bandipora administered 
a pledge to officers and jawans to abide by 
the ideals of Constitution of India, respect 
the National flag and uphold the unity & 
Integrity of India.
In Awantipora, Police organized multiple 
Tiranga rallies across Police District 
Awantipora in which youth from different 
areas of Police District and Officers/officials 
also participated. During these rallies the 

participants sung patriotic songs.
In Kulgam, Police organized special Tiranga 
rallies with District administration Kulgam, 
in which District Police Kulgam, CRPF and 
Hundreds of students of various educational 
institutions participated. Tiranga Bike Rally 
started from DPL Kulgam in which SSP Kulgam 
along with other senior Police officers of 
Kulgam Police participated in the Rally and 
culminated at Ganta ghar Kulgam. Senior 
citizens & various Civil Societies   also 
participated in the programme.

Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign; Police paste 
Tri-colour stickers on 
vehicles in Budgam
As a part of “Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav” and “Har Ghar Tiranga 
Campaign” Police in Budgam launched 
a special campaign to paste stickers of 
tri-colour with Independence Day 
message on vehicles. The event took 
place across all the police stations of 
the district with policemen greeting the 
drivers and pasting stickers on their 
wind-shield.Earlier, Budgam Police 
conducted a series of events in last one 
week to celebrate the Independence 
Week. Police distributed thousands of 
flags including small hand-held ones, 
conducted Tiranga rallies with 
students and citizens and organised 
Nukkad Nataks, to celebrate the 
association of people with the National 
Flag. Tomorrow, Budgam police is 
organising a racing event titled 
“Celebrating the Spirit of Freedom”. 
Hundreds of youth and school children 
are expected to participate in the said 
event.

DC flags off Mega Tiranga 
Rally at Shopian

SHOPIAN, AUGUST 14:  To generate awareness 
among the common masses about the “Har 
Ghar Tiranga campaign” under the aegis of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,” District 
Administration Shopian today organized a 
Mega Tiranga rally comprising of students, 
staff members of different Government 
educational institutions, civil society members, 
Anganwadi workers and Lumberdars.
Deputy Commissioner, Shopian, Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya in presence of SSP Shopian, Tanushree 
flagged off the rally from the District Headquarter 
Office.Hundreds of school children, staff, 
officers, officials and locals carrying the National 
Flag marched through Main Town Shopian, 
Gole Market and Bus stand Shopian.
Speaking on the occasion, the DC said that 
the main objective of organizing this awareness 
rally was to sensitise the common masses 
about the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign.
Highlighting the aim of the Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign, the DC impressed upon the people 
of the district to hoist the National Flag on 
the rooftop of their house.The DC informed 
that a series of activities like Rallies, Debates, 
Quiz and painting competitions are being 
organized in the Schools, Colleges and other 
institutions in the District to encourage the 
youth to involve themselves in the Campaign. 

To generate awareness among the common 
masses about the “Har Ghar Tiranga campaign” 
under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav,” 
District Administration Shopian today 
organized a Mega Tiranga rally comprising 
of students, staff members of different 
Government educational institutions, civil 
society members, Anganwadi workers and 
Lumberdars.Deputy Commissioner, Shopian, 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya in presence of SSP 
Shopian, Tanushree flagged off the rally from 
the District Headquarter Office.Hundreds of 
school children, staff, officers, officials and 
locals carrying the National Flag marched 
through Main Town Shopian, Gole Market 
and Bus stand Shopian.
Speaking on the occasion, the DC said that 
the main objective of organizing this awareness 
rally was to sensitise the common masses 
about the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign.
Highlighting the aim of the Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign, the DC impressed upon the people 
of the district to hoist the National Flag on 
the rooftop of their house.The DC informed 
that a series of activities like Rallies, Debates, 
Quiz and painting competitions are being 
organized in the Schools, Colleges and other 
institutions in the District to encourage the 
youth to involve themselves in the Campaign,

Har Ghar Tiranga: Several Activities organised in Anantnag

SAPs, Students participate with great enthusiasm
ANANTNAG  AUGUST 14: In an effort to 

sensitise people of the district about the 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign, Rehabilitation 
Council J&K in collaboration with Social 
Welfare Department Anantnag organised 
several activities including Tiranga Rally 
today here.A number of Specially Abled Per-
sons, students and other stakeholders par-
ticipated with great enthusuasm.
 At the outset, a scooty rally of Specially 

Abled  Persons (SAP) of different areas of 
the district was carried out from MFM Bon-
dialgam.
The rally was flagged-off by Executive Di-

rector J&K Rehabilitation Council, Ishfaq 
Ahmad in presence of District Social Welfare 
Officer and other officials of Social Welfare 
Department. The rally witnessed SAPs car-
rying National Flags and Banners depicting 
the significance of ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-

paign.Besides, painting, awareness and oth-
er activities were carried out at MFM Bondi-
algam, Child Care Institutions, Boys Pahari 

Hostel etc in which the inmates/students 
participated.The participants drew beau-
tiful shades of National Flag and Freedom 
Fighters and were also imparted awareness 
about the Freedom Movement and impor-
tance of Independence Day in the history of 
the country.Later, the students took part in 
Tiranga Rallies and marched through near-
by areas. The rally was flagged-off by Exec-
utive Director J&K Rehabilitation Council, 
Ishfaq Ahmad in presence of District Social 
Welfare Officer and other officials of Social 
Welfare Department. The rally witnessed 
SAPs carrying National Flags and Banners 
depicting the significance of ‘Har Ghar Ti-
ranga’ campaign.Besides, painting, aware-
ness and other activities were carried out 
at MFM Bondialgam, Child Care Institu-
tions, Boys Pahari Hostel etc in which the 
inmates/students participated.

Tiranga rallies organised across  district Kulgam
Mega Tiranga rally held at mini-secretariat

Farooq Rather

KULGAM, AUGUST 14: 
Under the aegis of ‘‘Aza-
di Ka Amrit Mahotsav” 
Tiranga rallies were held 
across the district while 
A Mega Tiranga rally 

was  held here at the 
mini-secretariat Kulgam 
in which a large number 
of employees participat-
ed.
The function was pre-

sided over by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mo-
hi-Ud-Din Bhat and was 
attended by thousands of 
employees.
The participants were 

seen enthusiastically 

holding Tiranga in their 
hands and the surround-
ings reverberated with 
patriotic slogans and 
songs.
Meanwhile, Tiranga 

rallies were also held in 
other parts of the district 
in which local people be-
sides youth and students 

participated. Under the 
aegis of ‘‘Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav” Tiranga ral-
lies were held across the 
district while 
A Mega Tiranga rally 

was  held here at the 
mini-secretariat Kulgam 
in which a large number 
of employees participat-

ed.
The function was pre-

sided over by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mo-
hi-Ud-Din Bhat and was 
attended by thousands of 
employees.
The participants were 

seen enthusiastically 
holding Tiranga in their 
hands and the surround-
ings reverberated with 
patriotic slogans and 
songs.
Meanwhile, Tiranga 

rallies were also held in 
other parts of the district 
in which local people be-
sides youth and students 
participated.

    SRINAGAR, AUGUST 
14: The Administrative 
Council (AC) which met 
here under the chairman-
ship of the Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha, 
today approved the exten-
sion of ex-gratia relief of 
Rs. 25 lakhs to all Chair-
men, Vice-Chairmen, 
and members of District 

Development Councils of 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
case of death due to a mil-
itancy-related incident. 
Earlier, the Government 
has provided similar relief 
for all elected BDC Chair-
men, Sarpanches, Panches 
and all elected members of 
Municipal Bodies of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.Rajeev 

Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to 
the Lieutenant Governor, 
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, 
Chief Secretary, J&K and 
Nitishwar Kumar, Princi-
pal Secretary to the Lieu-
tenant Governor attended 
the meeting.
The decision aims at 

strengthening the grass 
roots democracy by pro-

viding a sense of security 
to the elected members of 
local bodies facing threat 
from anti-state elements.
The ex-gratia relief will 

act as a guarantee for the 
subsistence of the family 
members of the elected 
representatives who are 
killed in militancy-related 
incidents.

Human Resources Management vital for 
efficacious health care across J&K

Timely resolution of service issues priority of Deptt
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: The Gov-

ernment of Jammu and Kashmir 
apart from establishing a robust 
healthcare delivery system also fo-
cuses on effective human resource 
management being vital for effica-
cious health care is provided to pub-
lic across J&K.
During the period of COVID-19 pan-

demic when everything in the coun-
try came to standstill, it was health 
system and its dedicated staff mem-
bers along with front line workers 
which worked round the clock to 
provide all possible assistance to pa-
tients affected with virus.
With the constant and dedicated du-

ties during the pandemic, the morale 
of the staff members like Medical, 
paramedical, technical, ministeri-
al and other allied supportive staff, 
had to be encouraged. The timely 
resolution of service issues of these 
employees with regard to career pro-
gressions/ promotions, among oth-
ers was need of the hour.

In the backdrop of this, an under-
lying issue regarding non-availabil-
ity of updated Service Recruitment 
Rules of J&K Health & Family Wel-
fare (Subordinate) Service, which 
obstructed the existing staff mem-
bers from their rights to avail pro-
motions from the last more than 03 
decades, has been resolved on fast 
track basis.This initiative paved 
the way towards removal of stagna-
tion of staff members (Ministerial/
Para-medics) and also introduced a 
new series of academic and techni-
cal qualifications in the updated Re-
cruitment Rules.The updated cadre 
strength of existing categories of em-
ployees along with newly created/ 
upgraded posts will definitely prove 
a step forward towards employment 
generation as well as career pro-
gression for all such in-service man-
power whose morale was low due to 
undefined career progression in the 
old Recruitment Rules.With the is-
suance of these Rules, the Health & 

Medical Education Department has 
been able to clear promotions of 1093 
posts of in-service employees belong-
ing to different categories within a 
record spell of one month.
The process of conducting Depart-

mental Promotion Committees 
(DPCs) for the purpose will continue 
till the backlog position is cleared. 
Besides, regular DPCs are also be-
ing conducted concurrently in other 
subordinate wings of the H&ME De-
partment like Government Medical 
Colleges of UT of J&K, Government 
Dental Colleges and Department 
of Ayush.The H&ME Department 
extends best wishes to all such em-
ployees who have been recently pro-
moted/regularized including those 
whose cases are being considered 
by the Department on priority for 
assuming new positions with high-
er responsibilities and will ensure 
that desired level of expectations are 
achieved towards the delivery of bet-
ter health care services.
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NIT Srinagar hosts SPIC MACAY state meeting
Awareness of culture and heritage to be imparted across Kashmir: Dir

Registration opens for AGNIVEER 
General Duty, (WOMEN) in Corps 
of military Police
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: 

Army Agniveer Recruit-
ment Rally for Women 
Military Police General 
Duty is being organized 
at Army Public School 
Primary wing ground on 
Major General Rajinder 
Singh Sparrow Road, 
Jalandhar Cantt for eligi-
ble candidates of districts 
of Srinagar, Anantnag, 
Ganderbal, Budgam, Bara-
mulla, Kupwara, Bandipo-
ra, Kulgam, Pulwama and 
Shopian districts of UT of 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Leh and Kargil districts 
of UT of Ladakh  from  De-
cember 07, 2022 to Decem-
ber, 10, 2022.
Online registration has 

already started from Aug 
09, 2022 to September 07, 
2022.
Online registration is 

mandatory and all candi-
dates should check their 
eligibility and register 
themselves on Army Re-
cruitment Website www.

joinindianarmy.nic.in.
Candidates who have suc-

cessfully registered online 
will be sent admit card on 
their email address and 
intimated for the date and 
time for reporting for the 
rally.
Candidates are asked 

to maintain caution and 
advised to refrain from 
approaching Touts & 
Fraudulent persons and 
avoid use of drugs. Online 
registration has already 
started from Aug 09, 2022 
to September 07, 2022.
Online registration is 

mandatory and all candi-
dates should check their 
eligibility and register 
themselves on Army Re-
cruitment Website www.
joinindianarmy.nic.in.
Candidates who have suc-

cessfully registered online 
will be sent admit card on 
their email address and 
intimated for the date and 
time for reporting for the 
rally.

Udhampur becomes first District in JKUT to 
organize Krishi Bal Sabhas across 75 Panchayats
UDHAMPUR, AUGUST 14: Ud-

hampur has achieved distinction 
of becoming the only District in 
JKUT to organize the maiden Kri-
shi Bal Sabhas in the district with 
the sole motive to make India “At-
amanirbhar”.
District Udhampur launched a 

mega initiative by organizing “75 
Krishi Bal Sabhas in 75 Pancha-
yats” in connection with “Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav”- 75th year of 
Indian Independence.
The major objective of this ini-

tiative is to sensitize and involve 
the children- who are the true 
and energetic “Ambassadors of 
change” to revolutionize the sys-
tem by promoting “Prampragat 
Krishi”, Natural farming, Organic 
Farming, Formation of Self Help 
Groups-(SHGs) Mechanized Farm-
ing Practices, Improving the “Cost 
Benefit Ratio” Rain water harvest-
ing under catch the rain concept 
“Where it falls and When it falls”, 
Protective cultivation, Curbing 
excessive use of chemical fertiliz-
ers, pesticides, weedicides endan-
gering the life on this planet by 
polluting the soil, water and air.

This initiative of “75 Krishi Bal 
Sabhas in 75 Panchayats” is the 

first in J&K UT and might be first 
in India where the Agriculture Ex-
tension Field Experts interacted 
with the children on specific agen-
da to make India “Atamnirbhar.”
This initiative has been launched 

by the Department of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare- District 
Udhampur from Panchayat Neeli 
Nallah zone Jib. The Program was 
inaugurated by Chairman District 
Development Council  Lal Chand 
and presided over by Dr. Sanjay 
Anand, Chief Agriculture Officer 

Udhampur.
The participants expressed great 

pleasure for being a part of such 
a mega initiative deciding the 
future of the society with the in-
volvement of young energy.
During the interaction in “Kri-

shi Bal Sabha” PRI members and 
prominent farmers also partici-
pated.
“These children are part of “Aza-

di Ka Amrit Mahotsav” When  In-
dia is @ 75 Yrs and same children 
of today’s Krishi Bal Sabhas will 
feel proud when our India will be 
@ 100 years, for being prominent 

citizens at that age bringing lau-
rels to the great nation defeating 
internal and external challenges 
i.e food security, water crisis, Soil 
erosion, Health Hazards, Ecolog-
ical imbalances” the speakers 
maintained.
All the dignitaries and partici-

pants appreciated Dr. Ashwani 
Kumar Jojra Area Development 
Officer Udhampur who conceived 
this idea.
In his address, the DDC Chair-

man congratulated the Agricul-
ture Department for making tire-
less efforts to reach and deliver 
technology at the threshold of 
farmers.
 Dr. Sanjay Anand also explained 

the Farmer’s welfare schemes of 
UT and Government of India.
Later, an oath of commitment 

towards the objective was also ad-
ministered by Dr. Ashwani Jojra 
to achieve the desired results by 
involving children, relatives, Pub-
lic Gatherings, neighbors, farm-
ing community and friends.
Vote of thanks was presented by 

Dr. Sukhvir Singh District Subject 
matter specialist who also.

Multi-specialty medical camp 
held at health centre Noor Bagh
Srinagar, Aug 14, 2022: Directorate of Health Services 

Kashmir on Saturday (Aug 13) organized a multi-spe-
cialty medical camp at Health Centre Noor Bagh Sri-
nagar under the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The medical camp was organized by the DHSK, team 

CMO Srinagar, NGO Art of Living Bangalore and 105 
Rajputnà Rifles BB cant Srinagar.
During the medical camp, wherein specialist consul-

tation was given to 800 patients by Dr Uffaqe MD ob-
stetrics and gynecology, Dr Majid Shafi psychiatry and 
addiction treatment, CMO Srinagar Dr Jameel Mir  
(Orthopaedics).During the medical, RBSK and NCD 
teams also screened the general patients. Free medi-
cines were provided by the medical team Zone SR Ganj.
The public of the interior localities and the supporting 
NGO hailed and appreciated the efforts of Director 
Health Dr Mushtaq Ahmad Rather and CMO Srinagar 
Dr Jameel Mir, DHO Dr Anjum Afshan, Dr Asifa MO 
headquarter, Dr Shafqat ZMO and his team for this 
fruitful multi-specialty medical at the doorstep of the 
general public. During the medical camp, wherein 
specialist consultation was given to 800 patients by Dr 
Uffaqe MD obstetrics and gynecology, Dr Majid Shafi 
psychiatry and addiction treatment, CMO Srinagar Dr 
Jameel Mir  (Orthopaedics).During the medical, RBSK 
and NCD teams also screened the general patients. Free 
medicines were provided by the medical team Zone SR 
Ganj.The public of the interior localities and the sup-
porting NGO hailed and appreciated the efforts of Di-
rector Health Dr Mushtaq Ahmad Rather and CMO Sri-
nagar Dr Jameel Mir, DHO Dr Anjum Afshan, Dr Asifa 
MO headquarter, Dr Shafqat ZMO and his team for this 
fruitful multi-specialty medical at the doorstep.

Advisor Bhatnagar hoists Tri-Colour at 
Amrit Sarovar Badhori, Bari-Brahmana
SAMBA, AUGUST 14: 

As part of the ongoing 
celebrations of Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav, Advi-
sor to Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Rajeev Rai Bhat-
nagar today hoisted the 
National Flag at Amrit 
Sarovar Badhori at a 
simple but impressive 
function here.
After hoisting the Na-

tional Flag, Advisor 
Bhatnagar in his speech 
said that J&K admin-
istration has been suc-
cessful in completing 
Amrit Sarovars within 
the timelines, which 
is much more than the 
set target under the 
Mission Amrit Sarovar 
launched by Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi 
on National Panchayat 
Day at Panchayat Palli 
in this district on April 
24, 2022.
The pace of creation 

and rejuvenation of wa-
ter bodies has been very 
quick in J&K to fulfill 

the PM’s vision of 75 
Amrit Sarovars in each 
district including Sam-
ba, Advisor said.
Divisional Commis-

sioner, while congratu-
lating the administra-
tion along with RDD 
department, IWMP, Soil 
conservation depart-
ment, NHAI and other 
concerned departments 
for doing outstanding 
work under Mission 
Sarovar in the dis-
trict, called upon PRI 
members and locals 
to further strengthen 
the initiative by plant-
ing saplings around all 
Amrit Sarovars to give 
strength to the bund, 
and maintain ecological 
balance.
He added that the ad-

ministration has taken 
steps to prevent en-
croachment of water 
bodies under the Mis-
sion Amrit Sarovar and 
to spread awareness 
among the locals on 

the need to maintain 
cleanliness and hygiene 
around the rejuvenated 
Amrit Sarovars
Deputy Commission-

er Samba Anuradha 
Gupta while welcom-
ing the dignitaries said 
that like all districts in 
the country, District 
Administration Sam-
ba was also given the 
target of completing 75 
Amrit Sarovars by 31st 
March 2023, however 
the task was completed 
well before the deadline. 
She further revealed 
that by the end of this 
financial year, district 
Samba will complete 170 
Amrit Sarovars.
She highlighted that 

the Badhori pond was 
created by Gen Baj 
Singh, the hero of Chi-
tral more than 100 years 
ago but was in dire need 
of rejuvenation and 
treatment of catchment 
area, stone pitching, de 
weeding etc, which.

MORTH in coordination with JKSRTC 
conducts exhibition on ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 

under ‘AKAM’ at Srinagar
Srinagar, August 14, 2022Under the ongoing ‘Har Ghar 
Tiranga’ campaign throughout the country under the 
aegis of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mohatsav’, Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways, Government of India in coordi-
nation with J&K State Road Transport Corporation today 
organized a vibrant and a colorful exhibition at Lalarukh 
Parking Yard of RTC Srinagar.
The colorful exhibition was inaugurated by Shri Bhupin-
der Kumar, Transport Commissioner, J&K in presence 
of Sh. Habibullah Reshi, General Manager (Operations) 
Jammu and Sh. Gh. Abbas, Joint Director, Central Bu-
reau of Communication, J&K, Ladakh region.
During the program, Sh. Reshi congratulated team RTC 
and the organizers for conducting such a  vibrant and 
colorful program under the ongoing ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 
campaign throughout the country.
During the program, the cultural troupes from South 
Kashmir presented theme based cultural items including 
the patriotic songs in the local language which enthralled 
the audience.

Tiranga rally organised by KVIC
Farooq Rather

 

Jammu, 14-Aug:KVIC State Office Jammu celebrated 
Har Ghar Tiranga campaign by organising Tiranga 
Rally at Bishnah.             
On the occasion of 75th year of Independence Khadi & 
V.I commission State Office Jammu ,under Har ghar 
Tiranga campaign, organized a Tiranga Yatra in collab-
oration with ITBP troops at Bishnah.  
Tiranga Yatra was attended by SP Khandelwal State Di-
rector KVIC, Anil Kumar Sharma (Principal/Assistant 
Director KVIC) , Surender Singh 2 IC ITBP , KVIC staff, 
Khadi Institutions/artisans & General Public.  
In this occasion,  State Director KVIC State Office Jam-
mu SP Khandelwal shared the message that to mark 
the relevance of 75th year of Independence. Adding ‘’ 
we all should celebrate the Independence day with full 
fervour and gaiety’. Tiranga Yatra was attended by SP 
Khandelwal State Director KVIC, Anil Kumar Sharma 
(Principal/Assistant Director KVIC) , Surender Singh 
2 IC ITBP , KVIC staff, Khadi Institutions/artisans & 
General Public. In this occasion,  State Director KVIC 
State Office Jammu SP Khandelwal shared the message 
that to mark the relevance of 75th year of Independence. 
Adding ‘’ we all should celebrate the Independence day.

Srinagar, Aug 14, 2022: Sri-
nagar, Aug 14: SPIC MACAY 
(Society for the Promotion of 
Indian Classical Music and 
Culture Amongst Youth) on 
Saturday held a meeting at Na-
tional Institute of Technology 
(NIT) Srinagar in which many 
important aspects were dis-
cussed.
The meeting was held under 

the chairmanship of Dr Kiran 
Seth, founder of SPIC MACAY 
and Director NIT Srinagar Prof. 
(Dr.) Rakesh Sehgal.
 Prof. Muzaffar Bhat, Principal 

Degree College Anantnag (Chief 
Advisor Kashmir Chapter of 
SPICMACAY), Ms. Rashmi Ma-
lik, Chairperson SPIC MACAY 
Foundation, Sh. Rajiv Giri, 
National Coordinator of SPIC 
MACAY, among dozens of other 
members were also present in 
the meeting.
Dr. Nasir Faried, Assistant 

Professor of English, NIT Sri-
nagar coordinated the SPIC 
MACAYmeeting as Coordina-
tor, SPIC MACAY, Srinagar 
Chapter.
The agenda of the meeting was 

to discuss strategies to revive 
the “Society for the Promotion 
of Indian Classical Music and 
Culture Amongst Youth” (SPIC 
MACAY) in Kashmir.
In his address, Dr. Kiran Seth 

explained the workings of the 
SPIC MACAY and discussed the 
various problems pertaining to 
the lack of cultural and heritage 
knowledge among the youth of 
India.
He also explained how this 

initiative of SPIC MACAY can 
help in spreading the beauti-
ful culture and heritage across 
every nook and cranny of the 
country.
In the meeting, the discussed 

objectives told by Mr. Kiran 

Seth were, to reach out to all 
primary, secondary, and high-

er educational institutions 
in Kashmir.“Make the youth 
aware of the culture and heri-
tage of India by holding school, 
state and national level (week-
long in-residence) festivals,” he 
said.The modules include con-
certs, classical instrumental 
and vocal in both Hindustani 

and Carnatic traditions, classi-
cal and folk dance, folk art, yoga 

and meditation, workshops, 
cinema, classes, and talks of em-
inent speakers of civil society.
In his key speech, Prof. Rakesh 

Sehgal concluded the meeting 
with special thanks to the or-
ganization and also assured 
the delegation of every possible 
support to be provided by the 

NIT Srinagar in the pursuit.
He said such programs would 

go a long way in developing our 
students, and research schol-
ars. It would act as great signifi-
cance to our programs, he said.
“We at NIT Srinagar across 

all departments have a grow-
ing R&D sector. With the help 
of such programs, we will be 
featured among top research 
institutes in the country,” Prof. 
Sehgal said.
In his special message, Insti-

tute’s Registrar Prof. Syed Kai-
ser Bukhari said NIT Srinagar 
will continue to support such 
activities on the campus that 
will benefit students in a longer 
way.
“NIT Srinagar is now gaining 

momentum and we are becom-
ing visible to the outside world 
because of its research work, 
activities, and rankings,” he 
said.

Renowned religious, spiritual leader Mian Bashir Ahmad 
Larvi remembered on his 1st death anniversary

Kangan, Aug 14 (KNS)  : Renowned 
religious, spiritual personality and 
veteran Gujjar leader Mian Bashir 
Ahmad Larvi was remembered on 
his first death anniversary on Sun-
day. Mian Bashir Ahmed Larvi also 
known as Baba Sahib passed away 
on August 14, 2021 at the age of 93.
Thousands of people from different 

parts of Jammu and Kashmir in-
cluding Poonch, Rajouri, Kishtwar, 
Doda, Jammu and Kashmir reached 
Baba Nagri Wangath Kangan to of-
fer fateha for the departed soul. On 
the occasion special prayers were 
held led by Sajada nasheen Darbar 
Babi Ji Sahab Larvi Mian Altaf 
Ahmed for the late Mian Bashir Ah-
mad Larvi.
Various speakers including Ulemas 

on the occasion recalled the contri-
bution of Mian Bashir Ahmed Larvi 
in the field of Social service, litera-
ture , Sufi and spirituality.
Mian Bashir Ahmed Larvi also 

known as Baba Ji was widely re-
spected and prominently followed 
across the Jammu and Kashmir and 
other parts of country and across 

for his religious and spiritual teach-
ings.
Mian Bashir Ahmed Larvi was 

born in November 1923 in Baba 
Nagri Wangath, Kangan in cen-
tral Kashmir’s Ganderbal district. 
His father Hazrat Mian Nizam Din 
Larvi and his grandfather Baba 
Jee Sahib Larvi were also reli-
gious personalities. Main Bashir 
has two sons Mian Sarfraz Ahmed 
and Mian Altaf Ahmed. Mian Altaf 
Ahmed has served Minister of For-
estry, Ecology and Environment in 
Jammu and Kashmir. He has been 
a Cabinet minister in Jammu and 
Kashmir. Mian Nizam Ud Din lar-
vi, Mian Bashir Ahmed larvi and 
Mian Altaf Ahmed never lost any 
election since they stepped in the 
politics. Mian Bashir Ahmed nomi-
nated his son Mian Altaf Ahmed as 
the Sajjada-Nasheen Zayaarat Baba 
Jee Sahib Laarvi Wangath on 122nd 
annual Urs in June 2017.
Mian Bashir Ahmed has been elect-

ed four times to the State Legislative 
Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir 
in 1967, 1972 and 1977. 

KU’s NSS organises mega cleanliness drive to 
celebrate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Srinagar, Aug 14 (KNS): Kashmir Uni-
versity’s office of National Service 
Scheme (NSS) on Sunday organised 
a mega cleanliness drive at the main 
campus in connection with the ongoing 
celebrations related to Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav in the University.
Top officers of the University including 

Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir, Controller of 
Examinations Dr Majid Zaman, Provost 
(Boys) Prof Aijaz Ahmad Wani and NSS 
Coordinator Dr Mussavir Ahmad led the 
cleanliness drive under the banner of 
‘Swachhata Abhiyan’.Scores of students 
and NSS volunteers picked up brooms 
to clean the main campus premises and 
raise awareness on the importance of 
clean environs for people’s wellbeing.
Speaking on the occasion, Registrar 
Dr Nisar A Mir said the commemora-
tion of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav at the 
University of Kashmir has seen active 
involvement of University faculty, stu-
dents and non-teaching staff in various 
events which highlighted the country’s 
glorious past and its journey of 75 years 
since the Independence.“Our NSS office, 
Department of Students Welfare, Law 
Department, Directorate of Physical 
Education and Sports, Sheikh-ul-Alam 
Chair and other departments have or-

ganised very important events in the 
last 15 days. More events are in the pipe-
line,” he said.
The cleanliness drive was also attend-

ed by Hostel Wardens Dr Javiad Sheikh 
and Dr Mehraj Ahmad besides NSS pro-
gramme officers Dr Henna Basharat and 
Dr Shazia Malik.NSS Coordinator Dr 
Mussavir Ahmad gave a brief about the 
activities being conducted by NSS in the 
University and its affiliated colleges. He 
thanked the University administration 
for its support to NSS programmes.(KNS) 
Top officers of the University including 
Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir, Controller of 
Examinations Dr Majid Zaman, Provost 
(Boys) Prof Aijaz Ahmad Wani and NSS 
Coordinator Dr Mussavir Ahmad led the 
cleanliness drive under the banner of 
‘Swachhata Abhiyan’.Scores of students 
and NSS volunteers picked up brooms 
to clean the main campus premises and 
raise awareness on the importance of 
clean environs for people’s wellbeing.
Speaking on the occasion, Registrar Dr 
Nisar A Mir said the commemoration of 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav at the Univer-
sity of Kashmir has seen active involve-
ment of University faculty, students 
and non-teaching staff in various events 
which highlighted.

Shopian braces up for 76th Independence Day

Multifarious activities organised in district
SHOPIAN, AUGUST 14: 

With the aim to promote 
the Har Ghar Tiranga 
Campaign, District Ad-
ministration Shopian or-
ganised various  activities 
to brace up for the 76th In-
dependence Day.
In run-up to the celebra-

tions of the Independence 
Day of the nation on 15th 
of August 2022, and as part 
of “Azadi Ka Amrit Moha-
otsav”, District Adminis-
tration Shopian took up 
various activities to  en-
gage students, employees 
and youth volunteers in 
Har Ghar Tiranga Cam-
paign.
   Various departments in 

collaboration also organ-
ised a series of activities 
like rallies, debates, quiz 
competitions, painting 
competitions and cultural 
programmes across dis-
trict to promote the Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
under Azadi ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav.
Education Zones  organ-

ised mega Tiranga Rallies 
to promote the Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign which 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation of students.
  Similarly MC Shopian 

organised Rallies, Flag 
Hoisting ceremonies, and 
beautified town with tri-
color.
Under Har Ghar Tiranga 

Campaign a massive Ti-
ranga Rally was held to-
day also at shopian, Zain-
pora and other areas of 
district which witnessed 

participation of thousands 
of students while chanting 
slogans of Har Ghar Ti-
ranga.The Grand Tiranga 
Rally was also held at Mini 
Secretariat today. Deputy 
Commissioner along with 
SSP participated in the 
Grand Tiranga Rally.
The Deputy commission-

er  Shopian said this ambi-
tious campaign aims at en-
couraging  people to bring 
the Tiranga home and to 
hoist it to mark India’s in-
dependence.

He said, the Tri-colour is 
a symbol of pride for every 
citizen and it represents 
national integrity and 
signifies the hopes and 
aspirations of the Indian 
people.
The Deputy Commission-

er  lauded  the efforts of 
students, teachers and all 
other concerned people 
who participated in Har 
Ghar Tiranga Campaign 
and also  appreciated the 
enthusiasm and zest of 
students and youth volun-
teers who participated in 
the campaign across the 
district.
He said District Admin-

istration Shopian has  
organized multifarious 
activities to amplify the 
awareness of Har Ghar 
Tiranga Campaign under 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
besides awareness cam-
paigns are being conduct-
ed across the district to 
make the Independence 
Day and Har Ghar Tiranga 
programme a success.
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Diseases that 

afflict humans

I
llegal logging, urbanization, desertifica-

tion of Land, mining, forest fires, live-

stock ranching and paper are the signifi-

cant factors affecting deforestation. Defor-

estation is very bad news for the environ-

ment and for the climate. But the science 

is increasingly certain that deforestation is 

bad for agriculture too. It causes increases 

in temperatures as well as changes in rain-

fall patterns which generally create a drier 

climate. It is having another worrisome 

effect which is an increase in the spread of 

life-threatening diseases such as malaria 

and dengue fever. For a host of ecological 

reasons, the loss of forest can act as an 

incubator for insect-borne and other infec-

tious diseases that afflict humans. Defores-

tation is the purposeful clearing of forested 

land. Throughout history and into modern 

times, forests have been razed to make 

space for agriculture and animal grazing, 

and to obtain wood for fuel, manufacturing, 

and construction. The process can directly 

lead to biodiversity loss when animal spe-

cies that live in the trees no longer have 

their habitat, cannot relocate, and there-

fore become extinct. Deforestation can 

lead certain tree species to permanently 

disappear, which affects biodiversity of 

plant species in an environment. It affects 

the people and animals where trees are 

cut, as well as the wider world. Some 250 

million people living in forest and savan-

nah areas depend on them for subsis-

tence and income, many of them among 

the world's rural poor. The disadvantages 

to deforestation are an increased amount 

of carbon dioxide emissions and soil ero-

sion as well as the destruction of forest 

habitat and the loss of biological diversity 

of both plants and animals. If we don't stop 

deforestation, more than half of our plant 

and animal species will be extinct. It is the 

oldest ecosystem on Earth and they are 

impossible to replace. It took millions of 

years for rainforests to develop… How can 

we replenish fast enough to cope with the 

rate of deforestation?
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FAIZAAN BASHIR 

I
f I were to foregather people 

suffering psychologically, and 

given a chance to provide them 

with a way out, I would make them 

aware of what the present moment 

has to offer. Sufferings that have 

made our life a hell have little to 

with the present moment and more 

to do with the past or the future. 

The former a lot many of us dwell 

on, the latter many of us are wor-

ried about. In any case, they are 

something that don’t exist at the 

moment. A person capable of 

taking the trouble to think about 

the complications of time would 

agree that both the past and the 

future are illusions.

Here are examples to show why 

living in the now is so vital:

The other day one of my friends 

seemed to have some bouts of 

depressive tendencies for being 

subjected to people’s brickbats 

thrown at him way long back. The 

scenario my pal was caught up in 

had to do with the cutting remarks 

that he became victim of. Speak-

ing sensibly, there’s no way to 

physically go back in time and take 

revenge of the wrong that had been 

done to him. Therefore, screwing 

ourselves up badly over our past is 

absolute nonsense.

Anyhow, now the situation 

demands something to get rid of the 

psychological pain. Here the pres-

ent acts as the best psychiatrist. 

What it offers is the best medicine. 

You turn towards it, it gives you 

hope. You immerse yourself in it, 

it provides you with much-needed 

relief. The brickbats no longer 

exist. The present moment guides 

you all through the way.

Stressed out over what the future 

has in store for him, this young boy 

always paid long visits into the 

future. He would get things done 

in the future, get things undone in 

the future, speak to intellectuals, 

become a millionaire. Having high 

hopes of all the stuff he’s enjoying 

in the made-up future, he began to 

have some intense brain fogs as 

“things” unfolded before him and 

scared him to death. The serious-

ness of his fast-forwarding into the 

future had him take no action. And 

in such a state he wasted a good 

number of years.

Such future-fuelled stress could 

be eliminated by being in the now. 

By doing things with all your heart 

and mind. No fantasies involved. 

One shouldn’t keep high hopes of 

the future. When the you’re honest 

with the present, not wandering in 

psychological time, the future by 

itself turns beautiful.

Besides the typical examples I 

stated above, the present moment 

can be used to withstand anything 

that seems to be eating away at our 

psyche.

Let’s give it a try on an individ-

ual level.

The writer is a post-graduate 

student of History at Kashmir Uni-

versity. peerfaizanbashir@gmail.

com

Living in the moment

M AHMAD 

S
taying young, wild and free 

is a blessing that doesn’t last 

forever. Growing and aging 

is a natural process that every 

individual experiences. As we 

grow, we encounter various nega-

tive and positive experiences that 

change our perception of life. Older 

members of a family bring wisdom, 

calm, dependability and uncondi-

tional love that frame the views of 

the broader family and shape the 

future of younger generations. The 

children of today will be the elders 

of tomorrow and thus their atti-

tudes toward older people lay the 

ground for their future self-esteem 

and psychological well-being.

Our elders, parents and grand-

parents, sympathetic uncles and 

other close relatives have undoubt-

edly made sacrifices to ensure 

that we are in good hands from 

the moment we are born until we 

grow up. They show the rightful 

path which will lead to our suc-

cess as they have much more expe-

rience of life than us. They have 

loved us unconditionally despite 

our faults and blunders. We owe it 

to them to ensure that they are in 

good hands and we reciprocate our 

love by caring for them or provid-

ing them with the same care they 

have given us.

Elderly people have always been 

the treasure of our families. They 

are the ones who preserve the 

traditional and cultural values 

present in any ethnic group 

or community. Elders are like 

the roots of the tree and hold 

the family firmly at all times 

and make them strong. They 

are the ideal mentors. From 

all the experiences they have 

accumulated over the years, 

they can judge a situation and 

give constructive advice to 

their children. They also play 

an important role in solving dis-

putes among the family mem-

bers and in the lives of their 

grandchildren. They spend time 

with them, play with them, and 

teach them important rules and 

values of life in the form of sto-

ries. The stories that they tell 

have a positive impact on the 

young minds of children. They 

also provide a safe and loving 

environment for children to 

grow in. They are a form of 

blessing for all of us and are the 

greatest treasure of the family, 

society, and nation. They have 

an immense ocean of knowl-

edge, experience, and wisdom 

which serves as a guidepost for 

the younger generation.

Considered as the custodians 

of wisdom, elders in many soci-

eties enjoy considerable degree 

of social reverence. If a person 

of power exercises sound judg-

ment, he or she relies upon the 

wisdom of elders to reinforce 

important social values or to 

maintain a sense of social jus-

tice. In this way, elders have 

long been an elemental source 

of social well-being. We should 

follow the footsteps of our wise 

elders, as they are a treasure of 

knowledge and wisdom, tested 

and tried since long. It not only 

helps in creating a better human 

being within themselves but also 

makes us more inclined towards 

giving back to society.

We all have much to learn from 

listening to our elders. When they 

speak, stop what you’re doing, 

clear your mind, listen deeply and 

remember what they say. In time, 

we will remember some of their 

wise words, which are likely to 

steer us to fruitful and healthful 

destinations. In times of distress, 

such wisdom can enhance our 

individual and collective well-

being.

Wise elders encourage the 

young to not surrender their life 

will as they know everyone’s 

path is unique and everyone 

has a gift to uncover, develop, 

and share with the community. 

They encourage us towards love 

instead of fear, openness instead 

of bracing against change. They 

encourage us to work through our 

fears. They provide an embrace 

of support to the young and also 

a push to not be afraid to self-

actualise. They are wise because 

they have been able to connect the 

dots in their lives and learn from 

all their life experiences. They are 

self-aware and able to self-correct. 

They also have spent some quality 

time considering their mortality. 

They silently worry about their 

future and often worry about their 

children and other loved ones.

Our elders have come so far and 

they’ve learned so much, we have 

a responsibility to learn from that 

wisdom. Our elders have either 

acquired, created or have been 

brought up with a set of morals, 

values and/or principles in their 

life. They may not apply to our own 

but the least we can do is see how 

those values impacted their lives. 

We can learn a thing or two from 

adopting those values. Learn the 

right and wrong. Have the insight 

into a set of rules that we can out-

line for ourselves to follow and live 

by. Our elders would want the best 

for us and they would be more than 

willing to tell us what set of rules 

and guidelines have made them 

successful and hopefully, peaceful.

“Listen to your elder’s advice. 

Not because they are always right 

but because they have more experi-

ences of being wrong.” – Melchor 

Lim

The writer is a regular con-

tributor for this newspaper. He can 

be reached at specialachivers78@

gmail.com

The Wise Elders: Let us follow their path

NILESH KUNWAR 
   

W
ednesday's killing 

of three Pakistan 

backed Lashkar-

e-Taiba [LeT] terrorists 

[including self-styled LeT 

commander Lateef Rather] 

in the Waterhail area of 

Budgam district in Central 

Kashmir is indeed a major 

success for the security 

forces and J&K police. What 

makes this operation all the 

more special is that despite 

being undertaken in a popu-

lated area, security forces 

neutralised these terrorists 

without suffering any casu-

alties or causing collateral 

damage

Extinction of Rather 

is undoubtedly a remark-

able achievement-not only 

because of his active involve-

ment and direct complicity 

several heinous acts of ter-

rorism, but also because 

he was able to successfully 

evade arrest/extermination 

for nearly a decade. At a time 

when the average ‘active life 

expectancy of a terrorist’ in 

J&K is barely one year, Rath-

er’s ‘longevity’ was a obvi-

ously a matter of great con-

cern for the security forces.

So, while Rather’s name 

was high on the J&K police 

wanted list of terrorists, 

it shot up several notches 

after he was conclusively 

identified as the one person-

ally responsible for murder-

ing innocent civilians at 

the behest of his Pakistani 

masters. Amongst his hap-

less victims was a Kash-

miri Pandit named Rahul 

Bhat and a female Kashmiri 

Muslim artiste Amreen 

Bhat. Both the deceased were 

in their mid-thirties.

To the uninitiated these 

may appear to be random 

killings.However, those 

closely following Pakistan 

army’s ongoing proxy war in 

Kashmir would unanimously 

agree that selection of these 

seemingly un-associated 

‘targets’ has the typical hall-

mark of Pakistan army’s spy 

agency Inter-Services Intel-

ligence [ISI] sinister strategy 

of trying to create mayhem 

and destroy Kashmir’s plu-

ralistic and tolerant culture 

by its two-pronged of inciting 

communal disharmony and 

promoting fundamentalist 

ideology in Kashmir Valley. 

On May 12, Rahul Bhat, 

employed in the revenue 

department at Chadoora in 

Budgam district was at his 

desk, engrossed in official 

work when Lateef Rather, 

accompanied by an associate 

entered the office premises 

and walking up directly to 

Bhat, shot him dead at point 

blank range. The tragedy is 

that a young life was extin-

guished merely to terrorise 

Kashmir's indigenous Pandit 

community and convey the 

message to them that they 

weren’t welcome back!

The irony is that even 

though his family was com-

pelled to leave their ancestral 

home in in Budgam district’s 

Beerwah village due to the 

forced exodus of Kashmiri 

pandits orchestrated by fun-

damentalist Islamic terror-

ists in 1990 and take refuge 

in Jammu, when selected 

for a job in the same district, 

Bhat chose to return. He per-

haps may have felt that since 

Budgam district happened to 

be home ground where his 

family had co-existed harmo-

niously with their Muslim 

brethren for centuries, he 

would be safe in Chadoora.

But this was not to be!  

Amreen Bhat’s case is 

equally tragic and intrigu-

ing. Chadoora [Budgam dis-

trict] resident Ms Bhat was 

a spinster, who besides being 

a local TV artiste, was quite 

active on social media and 

ever since 2007, had been 

regularly posting her music 

videos online. The content 

of her videos were sober and 

they never violated religious 

edicts or any cultural/social 

norms. Since, Amreen took 

due care to ensure that con-

tentious issues never fea-

tured in her videos or social 

media posts, no one had ever 

expected that she would end 

up being murdered by a 

fellow Kashmiri who had 

sold his conscience to his 

mentors across the Line of 

Control [LoC].

Ms Bhat lived with her 

father and other family mem-

bers in Budgam’s Hushroo 

village in the outskirts of Sri-

nagar. On May 26, LeT com-

mander Rather accompanied 

by his indispensable sidekick 

came looking for Amreen. 

He asked her 11-year-old 

nephew [who was just leav-

ing the house on an errand] 

to call for Amreen.  When 

she came out, Rather briefly 

engaged her in conservation 

before whipping out a pistol 

and shooting her at point 

blank range. Despite her 

grievous injuries, Amreen 

managed to stagger back into 

her house, but the heartrend-

ing sight of a profusely bleed-

ing lady gasping for dear life 

didn’t move the blood thirsty 

Rather. Following her inside, 

he shot her again and after 

ensuring that she was dead, 

fled the scene like a coward.

Even if one was to apply 

the most skewed fundamen-

talist standards, there still 

can’t be any justification 

whatsoever for Amreen’s 

cold-blooded murder by one 

who claims to be a ‘muja-

hideen’ [Islamic warrior]. 

So, why was she killed? As 

Amreen was no threat to 

the pro- Pakistan camp in 

Kashmir, her murder was 

most probably an attempt at 

giving an impetus to growing 

Islamic fundamentalism in 

Kashmir being championed 

by the likes of of Dukhtaran-

e-Millat [Daughters of the 

Nation] chief Asiya Andrabi.

The reassuring part is that 

those perpetrating targeted 

killings in Kashmir Valley 

are efficiently being hunted 

down by security forces 

and the local police. Take 

the case of Rather who had 

survived for so long but was 

finally corned and eliminat-

ed within three months after 

he had brutally murdered 

Bhat and Amreen. While 

security forces and intelli-

gence agencies deserve due 

credit for neutralising this 

bloodthirsty fiend, there are 

all the reasons to believe that 

it was public anger against 

targeted killings of innocents 

that contributed immensely 

to this achievement.

The grapevine in Kashmir 

Valley is abuzz with rumours 

of how information regard-

ing Rather’s whereabouts 

was being regularly passed 

on to security forces by irate 

locals. Furthermore, the fact 

that J&K police confidently 

announced that LeT com-

mander Rather was trapped 

inside a house the moment 

the Waterhail encounter-

commenced, clearly indi-

cates that the security forces 

had precise prior informa-

tion about his presence.

There was a time when 

due to lack of actionable 

intelligence regarding loca-

tions of terrorists, security 

forces in J&K were com-

pelled to conduct elaborate 

cordon and search opera-

tions. However, things have 

since changed and despite 

the threat of being killed 

by terrorists, the violence 

weary locals are now willing-

ly cooperating with security 

forces. This is because sense-

less violence has effectively 

demolished the more than 

three-decade old façade of the 

so-called “armed struggle” in 

Kashmir.

People in J&K have start-

ed realising that terrorists 

who claim to engaged in an 

“armed struggle” for ‘azadi’ 

[freedom] are actually “fight-

ing Pakistan’s war in Kash-

mir”- a fact that none other 

than United Jihad Council 

chief and Hizbul Mujahi-

deen terrorist group supre-

mo Syed Salahuddin has 

himself admitted. Rejection 

of violence by Kashmiris 

is a positive development 

that will certainly go a long 

way in ridding the Valley 

of the scourge of terrorism, 

which in the words of Mir-

waiz Umar Farook has “not 

achieved anything other 

than creating more grave-

yards”!

Targeted Killings: Kashmir Fights Back!
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Teaching Social Science is Valuing 
Humanism and Social Justice
By Dr Aijaz Ahmed 

W
e all have a profound comprehension that since 
the emergence of the sciences, natural science 
has occupied a higher eminence in the hierar-

chy among all sciences. It is due to its accuracy in results 
and ‘universal meaning’ or ‘universality in methods’. 
Its accuracy and exactness is predominately due to the 
objectifying of and quantifying the natural laws of real 
world. Thus, the prerequisite for the existence of natural 
sciences is ‘matter’ and ‘matter’ has no consciousness. 
Hence, the task of the natural scientist is to scrutinise 
this ‘matter’ objectively and in a controlled environment, 
such as of a laboratory.
Unlike in natural sciences, the word ‘consciousness’ is 

a prerequisite for the existence of social science, partic-
ularly in sociology. All the social sciences like sociology, 
political science, economic, history, education, philoso-
phy, etc, directly and indirectly have profound relation 
with ‘individual’ and individual has ‘consciousness’. 
Certainly, it is an acknowledged fact that the natural sci-
ence methods gave a scientific ‘fashion’ to social science, 
particularly to sociology during the eighteen century. 
The contrast between the ‘consciousness vs matter’ cre-
ated a different paradigm/ world (natural & social world) 
for both sciences in the contemporary era.
During the enlightenment phase, when the ghost of 

science was riding on the mind of everyone, many dis-
ciplines of social science, like sociology, were in infancy 
stage and no one was ready to accept sociology as a sci-
ence. Thus, various social scientists like August Comet, 
Emile Durkheim and Saint Simon tried to borrow scien-
tific concepts like ‘static’, ‘organic’, and ‘mechanical’, 
etc, to justify ‘social science’ or sociology as science.
Ingrained value of Humanism and Social Justice
The prime objective of the social sciences is to scrutinise 

the social fabric of society, directly or indirectly. More-
over, it is a widely recognised fact that society is made 
up of social interaction, social relationship and social 
consciousness of individuals. All these social materials 
(interaction & consciousness) which design society are 

abstract in nature. Thus, it is proved that society is ab-
stract in nature. Hence, to examine the abstraction of 

society (no physical shape, size and diameters) is not an 
easy task but a challenging one. Accordingly, all social 
scientists, particularly the sociologist, deals with these 
abstractions like social behaviour and interaction which 
are not static but dynamic in nature.
History has witnessed various revolutions, social move-

ments and transformations that have been brought 
about by the social sciences. Social sciences analyse the 
behavior of the individual and try to examine how this 
behaviour creates order or disorder in society. Further, 
they also try to internalise societal values and norms 
among individuals.

The social sciences, especially sociology, directly deal 
with the social world and primarily explore the dyna-
mism of society. Moreover, it is the social sciences, 
which design and structure the consciousness and create 
awareness about the exploitation, subjugation and social 
justice among the members of society.
The teaching of social sciences promotes the spirit of 

integrity and oneness in society. Furthermore, it creates 
the atmosphere of humanism by internalising the values 
and morals of the society. Thus, social sciences facilitate 
an assessment as well as a future projection of socio-eco-
nomic development that are pivotal to the national prog-
ress and transformation.
The social sciences and humanities address the cul-

tural domain that shapes social consciousness, which 
in turn significantly impacts on social processes. These 
disciplines offer the intellectuals skills to critically eval-
uate contending models of development in virtually all 
spheres, and recommend the alternatives appropriate for 
any particular society.
Therefore, sociology in particular and social sciences as 

a whole provide the “historical memory” of a nation and 
society. This historical memory is indispensable not only 
for the appreciation for the past, but also for the insights 
it gives into the present, and the possibilities for the fu-
ture.
Undoubtedly, social sciences have the capabilities and 

potential to promote the spirit of humanism and enhance 
the likelihood of social justice. As they are primarily con-
cerned with social behavior, they can predict the cause 
of order and disorder in society. Thus, there should be a 
proper consideration given to the social sciences steams 
in every educational institution, for they are the back-
bone of societal order and equilibrium.

The writer has a PhD in Sociology from AMU, 
Aligarh. He is working as Assistant Professor (Con-
tractual) at Govt Degree Collage Doda, University of 
Jammu. naikaijaz727@gmail.com

Evolution of women’s education: 
From a right to a necessity

By Tamana Zargar 

G
ender inequality has been an issue for decades 
and even after all these years, women are still 
not being treated the same as men and are large-

ly under-represented in most public fields. Women are 

still not given equal opportunities and are seen as in-
capable of doing the same job as males. They continue 
to play a secondary role in decision making. The major 
reason why there is such a large gap is due to the lack of 
education of women. The patriarchal instincts of soci-
ety have resulted in years of discrimination. However, 
this is not the case everywhere. There are communities 
where women are given equal respect, importance and 
opportunities as men. But there are still some societies 
that need to evolve so that there is no gender discrimi-
nation and more equality.
While girls from one part of the country are privileged 

enough to get proper education and standing equal to 
boys, there is another part of society that prevents girls 
from pursuing their basic right of education. Making 
gender equality a part of training in jobs, at workplace 
and educational institutions could be a possible solu-
tion to help stem the prejudice that prevails through-
out society, so that women can have the same chance 
to be as successful as men. Women’s full and equal par-
ticipation in all the facets of society is a fundamental 
human right. Women are critical to finding solutions 
to the biggest challenges we face today and they must 
be heard and valued throughout society. Their perspec-
tives and choices for their future have to be respected 
and supported.
Improved education among women has done a lot to 

shift deeply entrenched occupational segregation in 
both developed and developing countries. Women at 
present have vision, mission and are braver now. They 
have stopped serving others as slaves and serve them-
selves more now. They don’t doubt themselves and are 
more confident. It is not appropriate to say that their 
role has drastically changed but instead they have 
taken new roles along with the roles they used to play 
earlier. Women now can make big changes in people’s 
lives instead of only making changes for their family. 
Women in future would be ruling the nation instead of 
merely helping men. That’s the vision to create a better 
life for them.
Women’s empowerment in India is dependent on vari-

ables like geographical location, educational status, 
social status and age. Women’s education not only 
empowers families but communities and economies. 
The education of women will help to remove the social 
stigma that surrounds it. It is the key to eliminate so-
cial evils such as female infanticide, dowry, child mar-
riage, harassment etc. This will not just help the wom-
en of today but of the future generations as well who 
can live in a world where gender equality exists. Half 
of the world’s population is of women and educating 
them will help attain overall socio-economic develop-
ment. No nation can prosper if the half of population 
remains illiterate. A woman is a future mother and if 

she becomes educated her children will also be educat-
ed. A better educated mother tends to be more informed 
about nutrition and healthcare.
Every day, girls face barriers to education caused by 

poverty, cultural norms and practices, ignorance of 
parents, tradition, violence, lack of qualified women 

teachers, lack of educational facilities in rural areas, 
lack of supporting social attitudes, lack of proper su-
pervision and guidance etc. The society will not be able 
to attain the maximum extent of growth if this contin-
ues to persist. These barriers need to be eradicated 
from society for overall inclusive development. The 
government and other associated NGOs should ensure 
that all girls and young women receive a quality educa-
tion as it is their human right and a priority for global 
development.
Girls’ education goes beyond getting girls into school. 

It is also about ensuring that girls learn and feel safe 
while in school, have the opportunity to compete at all 
levels of education, gain socio-emotional and life skills 
necessary to navigate and adapt to a changing world, 
make decisions about their own lives and contribute to 
the world.
Women need to become well versed in their rights. 

Financial independence is one of the most important 
essentials for the attainment of gender equality. Wom-
en should aim to become more independent in terms 
of financial, emotional and social terms. They should 
be encouraged to pursue their passion and dream. This 
will not only make them economically independent 
but also act as a strong stimulant for their self-esteem 
and self-gratification. Economic independence makes 
a woman feel confident about herself and gives her a 
sense of accomplishment. Women should be more vocal 
about their struggles and success. This will encourage 
other women as well to put forth their share of strug-
gles. This will provide a platform to the voices which 
have been suppressed.
Women’s education strengthens economies and re-

duces inequality. It provides women an opportunity 
to fulfil their potential. It also decreases the chances of 
abuse as educated women are much less likely to suf-
fer domestic abuse than their illiterate counterparts. It 
also decreases child mortality rates as educated moth-
ers are often more knowledgeable about children’s nu-
trition, proper sanitation practices and medical care. 
Furthermore, children with educated mothers are 
more likely to attend school and pursue higher levels of 
education than their peers with uneducated mothers. 
Educated women provide a better starting point for the 
next generation and more emphasis is placed on gen-
der equality as women in leadership tend to fight for 
disenfranchised groups. Last but not the least, women 
should achieve education for themselves. Life is not 
easy and it will never be. It is meant to be difficult, we 
can’t expect it to be like the happily ever after story of 
Cinderella, so, be your own saviour.

tamanazargar88@gmail.com

Impact of Global Warming 
on Jammu and Kashmir

By ZAHOOR AKBAR KUMAR 

Global warming is the long-term warming of the planet’s 
overall temperature. Though this warming trend has 

been going on for a long time, its pace has significantly 
increased in the last hundred years due to burning of fossil 
fuels. As the human population has increased, so has the 
volume of fossil fuels being burned. The Earth’s temperature 
has risen by 0.4 degree Fahrenheit (0.08 degree Celsius) per 
decade since 1880, but the rate of warming since 1981 is more 
than twice, i.e., 0.32 degree Fahrenheit (0.18 degree Celsius) 
per decade. As per NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration), temperature data prior to the year 2021 was 
recorded as the sixth-warmest year. The predominant reason 
was increase in greenhouse gases produced by human activities. 
This increase in greenhouse gases has risen the temperature 
of earth’s atmosphere, which is melting glaciers at a higher 
pace. It will melt all the glaciers in the Himalayan region, 
which is called the water tower of Asia, and will change the 
livelihood of millions of people as it provides about 8.6 million 
cubic meters of water per annum to Asian countries and this 
region covers an area of 33,000 sq. kilometers.
In Jammu and Kashmir, the temperature is rising at a 

higher rate in comparison to the world average. The tem-
perature of the region has increased by 1.2 degree Celsius 
over the last century, higher than the global average of 0.8 
to 0.9 degree Celsius. This sudden increase in temperature 
has impacted life in Kashmir in various aspects. Firstly, 
agriculture fields have been hit badly due to dry spell con-
ditions that persist in Kashmir’s monsoon season. The 
farmers of the valley are pessimistic of reaping any crop 
this year amid rainfall scarcity. According to IMD (India 
Meteorological Department) the valley received largely 
80% deficient rainfall this year due to the absence of any 
strong western disturbances or the Mediterranean, which 
bring moisture. Due to these dry conditions and water 
scarcity, the irrigated rice, wheat and mustard production 
may be reduced by 6%, 4% and 4% respectively.
This deficit in food production in the Kashmir region has 

reached 4 percent while the deficit of vegetable production 
is 3% and is 69% for oilseed production. As a matter of fact, 
Kashmir, which was supposed to produce ample rice and 
wheat is now producing these cereals in meagre amounts, 
and if the change of climate continues at the same pace, 
Kashmir will very soon be importing every bit of its food 
from neighbouring states.
Saffron production in the valley has a historical back-

ground and Jammu and Kashmir is the only state in India 
that produces saffron for commercial purpose. According 
to the Department of Agriculture Kashmir, this produc-
tion has declined by 65% over the past two decades from 16 
metric tons to 5.6 metric tons due to lack of irrigation and 
climate change impacts.
Secondly, these dry spell conditions will make a severe 

dent on Kashmir’s tourism industry. The absence of snow-
fall will result in the shutting of snow sports. Kashmir’s 
famous tourist resort, Gulmarg, attracts tourists from all 
over the world, but the resort will remain deserted in the 
absence of snowfall. The Thajwas Glacier (also known as 
Hidden Jewel of Kashmir), a major tourist attraction in 
Kashmir’s Sonamarg, is melting at a rapid pace. Before 20 
years, this glacier was spread over a huge area and tourists 
were able to get a glimpse of it by just walking only a few 
meters. But now they need to walk kilometers to see the 
glacier.Thirdly, it causes the extinction of domestic and 
wild animals because of rising temperature that affects 
vegetation, grazing fields, food sources, access to water and 
much more. Ecosystems may become uninhabitable for 
certain animals, forcing wild animals to migrate outside 
of their usual patterns in search of food and liveable con-
ditions, while causing other animals to die.In conclusion, 
considering the deadly nature of the effects of global warm-
ing and because global warming is primarily a product of 
human activities, there is need for collective responsibility 
to save Mother Nature. Failure to this can lead to innumer-
able devastating calamities that will greatly jeopardise the 
well-being of both present and future generations.

The writer is a BA 5th semester student at Govt Degree 
College Sogam (Lolab), Kupwara. zahoorzahid885@
gmail.com

Centers ‘Kisan’ 
friendly schemes

P
MFBY is a flagship scheme of the 
Government of India which aims to 
provide financial support to farmers 

suffering crop loss or damage arising out 
of natural calamities. The scheme was re-
vamped in 2020 enabling voluntary partic-
ipation of the farmers. It also made it con-
venient for the farmer to report crop loss 
within 72 hours of the occurrence of any 
event - through Crop Insurance App, CSC 
Centre or the nearest agriculture officer, 
with claim benefits transferred electroni-
cally into the bank accounts of the eligible 
farmer. Insurance companies in PMFBY 
charge an actuarial premium rate without 
any ceiling. However, farmers have to pay 
a fixed percentage of the sum insured as a 
premium. The difference between the actu-
arial premium rate and the premium rate 
paid by farmers, i.e., premium subsidy, is 
equally shared between the local govern-
ment and central governments. Despite 
having a fixed rate of premium for farm-
ers, the premium amount paid by farmers 
and premium subsidy increases with an in-
crease in the sum insured of farmers. The 
premium subsidy also increases when total 
insured farmers, total area insured, and the 
number of crops notified by the states/UTs 
for crop insurance increase. Also, there is 
Restructured Weather Based Crop Insur-
ance Scheme (RWBCIS) which aims to mit-
igate the hardship of the insured farmers 
against the likelihood of financial loss on 
account of anticipated crop loss resulting 
from adverse weather conditions relating 
to rainfall, temperature, wind, humidity 
etc. RWBCIS uses weather parameters as 
“proxy� for crop yields in compensating the 
cultivators for deemed crop losses. Both 
these schemes were approved at a meeting 
of State Level Coordination Committee on 
Crop Insurance (SLCCCI), chaired by the 
Chief Secretary,  in the J&K. The commit-
tee also approved the modus operandi to 
be adopted for the successful implemen-
tation of these Schemes in the J&K. The 
Scheme would cover Paddy, Maize, Oil-
seeds, Wheat, Apple, Saffron, Mango and 
Litchi crops. While the Chief Secretary em-
phasized the need for providing insurance 
cover to the farmers against crop loss due 
to various weather vagaries, there is need 
to address various issues, which cropped in 
other States or UTs, beforehand. First and 
foremost the government needs to give a 
widespread circulation about the scheme 
benefits and guide the farmers about man-
ner in which and under what circumstanc-
es they can avail it.
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Imran Khan Plays S Jaishankar Video 
In Rally, Praises India Foreign Policy

Islamabad: Former Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
once again commended India for 
its independent foreign policy as he 
slammed the West for being critical 
of India for buying Russian oil.
Addressing a huge gathering in 

Lahore, Imran Khan played a video 
clip of Foreign Minister S Jaishan-
kar from Bratislava Forum held in 
Slovakia and praised him for stand-
ing firm to the US pressure over 
buying cheap oil from Russia.
“If India which got independence 

at the same time as Pakistan and 
if New Delhi can take a firm stand 
and make their foreign policy as 
per the need of its people then who 
are they (Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif government) who are tow-
ing the line,” Imran Khan said at 
the gathering, a video of which was 
shared by several media outlets.
“They (US) ordered India to not 

buy oil from Russia. India is US’ 
strategic ally, Pakistan is not. Let 
us see what India’s Foreign Minis-
ter said when the US asked them 
not to buy Russian oil.”
Imran Khan then played out Exter-

nal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s 
video clip.
“Jaishankar is telling them who 

are you? Jaishakar said that Eu-
rope is buying gas from Russia and 
we will buy it as people need it. This 
is what an independent country is 
(‘yeh hoti hai azad haqumat’),” he 
said while praising India.
He also slammed the Shehbaz 

Sharif government for bowing 
down to US pressure on buying 
Russian oil.

“We had spoken to Russia about 
buying cheaper oil but this govern-
ment has no courage to say no to US 
pressure. Fuel prices are skyrock-
eting, people are below the pover-
ty line. I am against this slavery.” 
The clip of Mr Jaishankar played 
during Lahore Jalsa was of June 3, 
when in response to a question on 
India buying Russian oil, he count-
er questioned, “Is buying Russian 
gas not funding the war?”
Mr Jaishankar made these re-

marks at the GLOBSEC 2022 
Bratislava Forum being held in Slo-
vakia on the topic ‘Taking Friend-
ship to the Next Level: Allies in the 
Indo-Pacific Region’.
He had hit back at the unfair crit-

icism of Indian oil purchase from 
Russia amid the Ukraine war that 
has created a knock-off effect on the 
world economy.

While defending India’s oil im-
ports from Russia, Mr Jaishankar 
stressed that it is important to 
understand how the Ukraine con-
flict is impacting the developing 
countries. He also questioned why 
only India was being questioned 
while Europe continues to import 
gas from Russia amid the Ukraine 
war.
Responding to a question on 

whether India’s oil imports from 
Russia is not funding the ongoing 
Ukraine war, Mr Jaishankar said, 
“Look I don’t want to sound argu-
mentative. If India funding Russia 
oil is funding the war...Tell me then 
buying Russian gas is not funding 
the war? It’s only Indian money and 
Russian oil coming to India funding 
the war and not Russia’s gas com-
ing to Europe not funding? Let’s be 
a little even-handed.”

‘Overjoyed’ by response to 
Har Ghar Tiranga: PM Modi

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday said he was “over-
joyed and proud” of the “amazing re-
sponse” to the “Har Ghar Tiranga” 
campaign across the nation. He urged 
citizens to share their photos along 
with the national flag on the official 
website dedicated to the campaign.
Apart from the BJP leaders, Union 

ministers and chief ministers of BJP-
ruled states and prominent personal-
ities from various sectors joined the 
campaign across the country as the 
three-day exercise began on Saturday 
to mark the 75th anniversary of In-
dia’s Independence.
“Overjoyed and proud of the amaz-

ing response to the #HarGharTiranga 
movement. We are seeing record par-
ticipation from different walks of life. 
This is a great way to mark Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav,” tweeted the PM.
Union minister Amit Shah and BJP 

president J.P. Nadda hoisted the na-
tional flag at their residences and 
posted pictures on social media.
The BJP also held an exhibition 

on the eve of Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day on August 14, at its 
office here.“Attended the poignant 
exhibition on ‘Partition Horrors 
Remembrance Day’ at BJP HQ that 
reminds us all of the pain of lakhs of 
our brothers and sisters during par-
tition. We must never forget the cost 
that politics of hate and divide, driven 
by personal selfish interests imposed 
on us,” Mr Nadda said.“I have always 
felt proud to hold the national flag and 
swear my unwavering loyalty to it. It 
is a great symbol of our freedom. On 
the occasion of AzadiKaAmritMahot-
sav I pray to God that all of us Indians 
fulfil the great ideal of living harmo-
nious under the Tiranga,” tweeted Mr 
Deve Gowda and also uploaded a vid-

eo of himself with the tiranga.
Union finance minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman participated in a door-to-
door campaign in Bengaluru to dis-
tribute the tricolour and interacted 
with the people and also. Union edu-
cation minister Dharmedra Pradhan 
celebrated the event with children in 
Bhubaneswar. Former union minis-
ter Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi participat-
ed in a tricolour kites festival in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Rampur and inaugurated 
‘Amrit Sarovar’ constructed as part 
of the Amrit Mahotsav. “Overjoyed 
and proud of the amazing response to 
the #HarGharTiranga movement. We 
are seeing record participation from 
different walks of life. This is a great 
way to mark Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav,” tweeted the PM.
Union minister Amit Shah and BJP 

president J.P. Nadda hoisted the na-
tional flag at their residences and 
posted pictures on social media.
The BJP also held an exhibition on 

the eve of Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day on August 14, at its office 
here.“Attended the poignant exhibi-
tion on ‘Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day’ at BJP HQ that reminds 
us all of the pain of lakhs of our broth-
ers and sisters during partition.

In Eknath Shinde Cabinet, 
Deputy Devendra Fadnavis 
Gets Home, Finance

Mumbai: Maharashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis scored the big 
ministries of Home and Finance as cabinet 
roles were handed out in Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde’s government seven weeks 
after he took oath.
Mr Shinde, who expanded his two-member 

cabinet on Tuesday by inducting 18 minis-
ters, has kept the Urban Development port-
folio with himself.
A statement from the Chief Minister’s 

Office said Fadnavis will also handle the 
Finance and Planning ministry, and BJP 
minister Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil will be 
the new Revenue minister.
BJP minister Sudhir Mungantiwar has 

been made the Forest minister, a portfolio 
he handled earlier. Former state BJP presi-
dent Chandrakant Patil is the new minister 
for higher and technical education, He will 
also look after parliamentary affairs.
From the Eknath Shinde camp of Shiv 

Sena rebels, Deepak Kesarkar is the new 
minister for school education, while Abdul 
Sattar has been given the Agriculture port-
folio.

Taliban violently disperse 
protesting women in Kabul
KABUL: Taliban fighters beat wom-

en protesters and fired into the air on 
Saturday as they violently dispersed a 
rare rally in the Afghan capital, days 
ahead of the first anniversary of their 
return to power.Since seizing control 
on Aug 15 last year, the Taliban have 
rolled back the marginal gains made by 
women during two decades of US inter-
vention in Afghanistan.About 40 women 
— chanting “bread, work and freedom” 
— marched in front of the education 
ministry building, before the fighters 
dispersed them by firing their guns into 
the air, a correspondent reported.
Some women protesters who took ref-

uge in nearby shops were chased and 
beaten by Taliban fighters with their 
rifle butts.The demonstrators carried a 
banner which read “August 15 is a black 
day” as they demanded rights to work 
and political participation. “Justice, jus-
tice. We’re fed up with ignorance,” they 
chanted, many not wearing face veils.
“Unfortunately, the Taliban from the 

intelligence service came and fired in 
the air,” said Zholia Parsi, one of the or-
ganisers of the march.“They dispersed 
the girls, tore our banners and confis-
cated the mobile phones of many girls.” 
But protester Munisa Mubariz vowed to 
continue fighting for women’s rights.“If 
the Taliban want to silence this voice, 
it’s not possible. We will protest from 
our homes,” she said.Some journalists 
covering the demonstration — the first 
women’s rally in months — were also 
beaten by the Taliban fighters.

Taiwan Thanks India, Others For Support Amid China Tensions

41 Dead In 
Egyptian 
Church Fire

C
airo: A fire that broke out Sunday 
in a Coptic Christian church in 
Egypt’s capital Cairo killed 41 peo-

ple, church officials said.
The blaze started for unknown reasons 

at the Abu Sifine church in the capital’s 
northwestern, working-class district of 
Imbaba, officials said.
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi declared 

on his Facebook page that “I have mobil-
ised all state services to ensure that all 
measures are taken”.Fire services later 
said the blaze had been brought under 
control.Copts are the largest Christian 
community in the Middle East, making 
up at least 10 million of Egypt’s 103 mil-
lion people.The minority has suffered 
attacks and complained of discrimina-
tion in the majority Muslim north Af-

rican country, the Arab world’s most 
populous.Copts have suffered reprisals 
from Islamists, particularly after Sisi 
overthrew former Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi in 2013, with churches, 
schools and homes burnt down.
Sisi, the first Egyptian president to at-

tend the Coptic Christmas mass every 
year, recently appointed a Coptic judge 
to head the Constitutional Court for the 
first time in history.Egypt has suffered 
several deadly fires in recent years.
In March 2021, at least 20 people died in 

a blaze in a textile factory in the eastern 
suburbs of Cairo.In 2020, two hospital 
fires claimed the lives of 14 Covid-19 
patients. President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
declared on his Facebook page that “I 
have mobilised all state services to en-

sure that all measures are taken”.Fire 
services later said the blaze had been 
brought under control.Copts are the 
largest Christian community in the Mid-
dle East, making up at least 10 million of 
Egypt’s 103 million people.The minority 
has suffered attacks and complained of 
discrimination in the majority Muslim 
north African country, the Arab world’s 
most populous.Copts have suffered re-
prisals from Islamists, particularly after 
Sisi overthrew former Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi in 2013, with churches, 
schools and homes burnt down.
Sisi, the first Egyptian president to at-

tend the Coptic Christmas mass every 
year, recently appointed a Coptic judge 
to head the Constitutional Court for the 
first time in history.

Taipei: Taiwan on Sunday 
said it will continue to enhance 
its self-defence capabilities 
while maintaining close coor-
dination with all like-mind-
ed nations, including India, 
to jointly preserve the rules-
based international order and 
safeguard security across the 
Taiwan Strait.
This statement came in the 

wake of tensions in the Tai-
wan Strait following US House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to 
the self-ruled island that set off 
large-scale military exercises 
from Beijing.
Taiwan said it is entitled to 

make friends and maintain 
relationships with countries 
around the world. It said Chi-
na’s deliberate intensification 
of various forms of military 
posturing targeted at Taiwan 
recently has severely disrupted 
peace and stability across the 
Taiwan Strait.
“The government of ROC 

(Taiwan) wishes to convey sin-
cere gratitude to the executive 
branches and parliamentari-
ans of over 50 countries-includ-
ing India-which have called on 
all sides to exercise restrain, 
de-escalate tensions, avoid 

unilateral actions to change 
status quo and maintain peace 

and stability in the region,” the 
foreign ministry said in a state-
ment.
“...the government of Taiwan 

will continue to enhance its 
self-defence capabilities while 
maintaining close communi-
cation and coordination with 
the US, Japan and all other 
like-minded nations including 
India to jointly preserve the 
rules-based international order 
and safeguard security across 
the Taiwan Strait and consoli-
date peace, stability and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific,” the 

statement added.
On Friday, India urged the 

avoidance of unilateral actions 
to change the status quo in 
the Taiwan Strait and efforts 
should be made to maintain 
peace and stability in the re-
gion.
“Like many other countries, 

India too is concerned at recent 
developments. We urge the ex-
ercise of restraint, avoidance 
of unilateral actions to change 
the status quo, de-escalation 
of tension and efforts to main-
tain peace and stability in the 
region,” External Affairs Min-
istry spokesperson Arindam 

Bagchi during a media brief-
ing.
Earlier this week, China re-

leased a white paper titled “The 
Taiwan Question and China’s 
Reunification in the New Era” 
reiterating its claims over the 
self-ruled island.
Chinese state media said the 

white paper demonstrates the 
country’s resolve to national 
reunification. The white paper 
said the Chinese community 
party (CCP) is committed to the 
historic mission of resolving 
the Taiwan question and real-
izing China’s complete reunifi-
cation.
Taiwan’s foreign minister Jo-

seph Wu said China is “wreck-
ing the status quo” in the 
Taiwan Strait and slammed 
Chinese military drills.
Wu said additional foreign del-

egations are “more than wel-
come” in Taipei and rebuffed 
China’s furious reaction to Pe-
losi’s visit.
“Anyone who wants to come to 

Taiwan to show their support, 
they are more than welcome to 
visit us,” Wu told VOA. He said 
Taiwan will not be prevented 
from conducting its own for-
eign policy.

Grand Alliance to have coordination panel 

to ensure it does not meet NDA’s fate
Patna: A coordination 

committee, which the 
JD(U) kept pressing for 
while in the BJP-led NDA, 
may be set up to ensure 
smooth functioning of 
the �Mahagathbandhan� 
(Grand Alliance) that 
now rules Bihar upon the 
entry of Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar.
There were indications 

to this effect on Friday 
evening when MLAs of 
the CPI(ML), the fourth 
largest constituent of the 
Grand Alliance, called on 
the Chief Minister, the 
JD(U)’s de facto leader, at 
his residence.
�The chief minister was 

strongly in favour of a 
coordination committee 
and we felt the same. No 
ally is likely to have any 

objection. It may, there-
fore, come up in due 
course,� CPI(ML) MLA 
Sandeep Saurav told PTI.
The Grand Alliance at 

present comprises sev-
en parties � JD(U), RJD, 
Congress, CPI(ML), CPI, 
CPI(M) and HAM � which 
together have more 
than 160 MLAs in the 

243-strong assembly.
CPI(ML) general secre-

tary Dipankar Bhattacha-
rya had also demanded a 
coordination committee.
Notably, while the JD(U) 

and the BJP were still in 
an acrimonious tie-up, 
many leaders of the for-
mer had stressed the need 
for a coordination.

11 Chinese Military 
Aircraft Entered Taiwan’s 

Air Defence Zone
Taipei: Eleven Chinese mili-

tary aircraft crossed the Tai-
wan Strait’s median line or 
entered Taiwan’s air defence 
zone on Sunday, Taiwan’s De-
fence Ministry said, as Beijing 
continues military activities 
close to the Chinese-claimed 
island.
China is continuing its mil-

itary activity near Taiwan, 
though on a much smaller 
scale compared with last 
week.
Taiwan’s government says 

that as the People’s Republic 
of China has never ruled the 
island, it has no right to claim 
it or decide its future, which 
can only be set by Taiwan’s 
people.
The defeated Republic of Chi-

na government fled to Taiwan 
in 1949 after losing a civil war 
to Mao Zedong’s Communist 
Party, which established the 

People’s Republic of China in 
Beijing.
China has never renounced 

the use of force to bring dem-
ocratically governed Taiwan 
under its control. Eleven Chi-
nese military aircraft crossed 
the Taiwan Strait’s median 
line or entered Taiwan’s air 
defence zone on Sunday, Tai-
wan’s Defence Ministry said, 
as Beijing continues military 
activities close to the Chi-
nese-claimed island.
China is continuing its mil-

itary activity near Taiwan, 
though on a much smaller 
scale compared with last 
week.
Taiwan’s government says 

that as the People’s Republic 
of China has never ruled the 
island, it has no right to claim 
it or decide its future, which 
can only be set by Taiwan’s 
people.

Pakistan emerges as 

24th largest economy 

in 75-year journey
ISLAMABAD: The structure of 

economy has drastically changed 
since Pakistan’s inception in 1947 
with industry and then services sec-
tors dominated the economy, says a 
finance ministry report released on 
Saturday.
The report gives a glimpse of the 

country’s 75-year economic journey, 
with all major economic indicators 
seeing massive changes over the pe-
riod.
At the time of the independence in 

1947, Pakistan inherited only 34 in-
dustrial units out of the 921 in undi-
vided India.
The nominal GDP rose from $3 bil-

lion in 1950 to $383bn in 2022, while 
GDP growth was recorded at 5.97pc 
in 2022 compared to 1.8pc in 1950. 
Per capita income jumped from $86 
in 1950 to $1,798 in 2022.
The tax revenues rose from 

Rs0.31bn to Rs6,126.1bn from 1950-
2022, while agriculture accounted 
for 59.9pc of the total GDP in 1949-50.
In the agriculture sector, the pro-
duction of wheat increased from 
3.35 million tonnes in 1958 to 29.4m 
tonnes in 2022, rice from 0.69m 
tonnes to 9.32m tonnes, maize from 
0.36m tonnes to 10.64m tonnes, sug-
arcane from 5.53m tonnes to 88.65m 
tonnes, cotton from 1.16m bales to 
8.33m bales and water availability 
from 63.9 million acre-feet.
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DGP
bad path but police and security forces have successfully 
brought them back and reunited them with their families”.
“The recruitment of the youth in the militancy has de-
creased, ‘ he said and added “there is need to further put a 
stop to it and our security forces are on the job”.
He said the infiltration has gone down similarly the re-
cruitment of youth in militancy has also decreased and 
has downed the graph of militancy.
“There is a lot of pressure for the local Kashmiri youth 
who are staying on launch pads near the Line of Control 
(LoC) and those who have spent a lot of time in camps in 
Pakistan are being pushed to infiltrate”, The DGP Singh 
said.
The DGP congratulated the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
and the whole of India on the 75th year of Independence 
Day being celebrated Monday. He said “we are celebrat-
ing the occasion for the past one week and the celebrations 
would continue after Independence Day also”.

LG
walkathon is a symbol of the resolve and struggle of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, it is a symbol of penance and supreme sac-
rifice of the brave soldiers of our army, police, paramili-
tary forces, he added.
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav provided us with an opportuni-
ty to inspire future generation by making them aware of 
the invaluable contribution of our heroes and martyrs, the 
Lt Governor said.
Addressing the veterans of 1971 war present during the 
walkathon, the Lt Governor said I salute all those who 
have laid the path of progress and prosperity of Jammu & 
Kashmir and are keeping the nation safe and secure.
Remembering our heroes ignites new ideas and rekindles 
the spirit of public awakening. This Walkathon is a tribute 
to our security forces, freedom fighters, and also a symbol 
of our resolve to build a self-reliant Jammu and Kashmir, 
he further added.
We have to take the story of our freedom fighters to the 
new generation and bring alive the memory, the ideals of 
the personalities who made significant contributions in 
the freedom struggle and also pay our tributes to the un-
sung heroes of India’s Independence, said the Lt Governor.
The Lt Governor urged all to take inspiration from our 
forefathers, who had made significant sacrifices to pro-
vide us a free and independent nation, while fulfilling our 
obligations towards the future of the golden Jammu and 
Kashmir of 2047.
The Lt Governor said that Hon’ble Prime Minister started 
world’s biggest Jan Abhiyaan and every part of the nation 
including Jammu Kashmir is witnessing Har Ghar Tiran-
ga Utsav.
We are citizens of a great nation where every inch of the 
pious land is filled with ancient values, culture and tradi-
tions, the Lt Governor added.
The Lt Governor observed that Amrit Mahotsav of Azadi 
is being celebrated in Shopian, Kulgam, Jammu, Kisht-
war, Rajouri, Poonch, and in every district, every village 
and 1 crore 30 lakh people are walking on the path of prog-
ress and peace envisioned by the Hon’ble Prime Minister.
The Lt Governor said J&K is scripting history in every 
sector. Unprecedented performance in various parameters 
has been recorded, improving the standard of living of ev-
ery citizen with equality and social justice.

MILITANT
the Indian national flag at his residence at Beighpora vil-
lage of South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. 
Naikoo, 35, a top commander of the Hizbul Mujahideen, 
was killed in an encounter with security forces at his vil-
lage in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district in 2020. 
Naikoo, also known as Zubair ul Islam and Bin Qasim, who 
emerged as the face of the Hizbul in the Valley through au-
dio and video messages on social media — much like his 
predecessor Burhan Wani — and another militant were 
shot dead after a five-hour gunfight.
The family members of slain militant Hamad Khan also 
hoisted the flag at his house in Tral’s Seer.

EMPLOyEES
alleviated.
Earlier, the Establishment-cum-Selection Committee 
(ECSC) headed by the Chief Secretary had found these 
rules to be discriminatory in nature facing several imped-
iments in their implementation, and had recommended 
their scrapping.
The Administrative Council also approved extension of 
ex-gratia relief of Rs. 25 lakhs to all Chairmen, Vice-Chair-
men, and members of District Development Councils of 
Jammu and Kashmir in case of death due to a militancy-re-
lated incident. 
Earlier, the Government has provided similar relief for all 
elected BDC Chairmen, Sarpanches, Panches and all elect-
ed members of Municipal Bodies of Jammu and Kashmir.
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary, J&K and 
Nitishwar Kumar, Principal Secretary to the Lieutenant 
Governor attended the meeting.
The decision aims at strengthening the grass roots democ-
racy by providing a sense of security to the elected mem-
bers of local bodies facing threat from anti-state elements.
The ex-gratia relief will act as a guarantee for the subsis-
tence of the family members of the elected representatives 
who are killed in militancy-related incidents.

MHA
medals, President’s Medal for Gallantry and President’s 
Medal for Distinguished Services as well as Gallantry 
Medal and Meritorious Services Medals are awarded 
to the personnel of Fire Services, Civil Defense & Home 
Guards was also announced ahead of Independence Day.
On the occasion of Independence Day, 2022, 55 personnel 
have been awarded Fire Service Medals.
Out of these, Fire Service Medal for Gallantry is awarded 
to 11 personnel for their respective acts of valor and gal-
lantry.
President’s Fire Service Medal for Distinguished Service 
is awarded to 6 personnel and Fire Service Medal for Meri-
torious Service is awarded to 38 personnel for their respec-
tive distinguished and meritorious records of services.
In addition, 46 personnel are also awarded Home Guard & 
Civil Defense Medals on the occasion of the Independence 
Day, 2022. Out of these, Home Guards and Civil Defense 
Medal for Gallantry is awarded to 2 personnel for their act 
of valor and gallantry.
President’s Home Guards and Civil Defense Medal for Dis-
tinguished Service and Home Guards and Civil Defense 
Medal for Meritorious Service are awarded to 7 personnel 
and 37 personnel respectively.

COVID
Kashmir division.
The Bulletin further said that out of 26302620 test results 
available, 473782samples have tested positive and 25828838 
samples have been tested as negative till date. Besides, 
12,058COVID tests have been conducted in last 24 hours.
Till date 6699934 persons have been enlisted for obser-
vation which included 135 persons in home quarantine 
including facilities operated by government, 4463 in iso-
lation and 331 in home surveillance. Besides, 6690228 per-
sons have completed their surveillance period.
Providing district-wise breakup for positive cases for to-
day, the Bulletin informs that in Kashmir division, Sri-

nagar reported 129 cases, Baramulla reported 130 cases, 
Budgam 58 cases, Pulwama reported 12 cases, Kupwara 
reported 80 cases, Anantnag reported 60 cases, Bandipora 
reported 08 cases, Ganderbal reported 09 cases, Kulgam re-
ported 16 cases while as Shopian reported 03 fresh cases 
for today.
Similarly in Jammu division, Jammu reported 39 cases, 
Udhampur 05, Rajouri 02, Doda 02, Kathua 01, Samba 00, 
Kishtwar 02, Poonch 03, Ramban04 while as Reasi reported 
no fresh case for today.

Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
gains momentum in Kathua

 KATHUA, AUGUST 14: The second day of Har Ghar Ti-
ranga Campaign witnessed a series  of activities across 
district Kathua .
At Iconic Atal Setu Bridge in Basohli, a Boat Rally was or-
ganised which was flagged off by CEO, Bani Basohli Devel-
opment Authority Ajeet Singh.
The participants took a round of the Ranjit Sagar Dam 
Lake holding National Flag in their hands and chanting 
Bharat Mata Ki Jai’ and other patriotic slogans .
Speaking on the occasion, CEO BBDA said, the “Har Ghar 
Tiranga” campaign initiated under the aegis of Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav, aims to invoke a feeling of patriotism 
among the citizens, besides promoting a sense of respect 
for the symbols of Independence.
Gripped by Patriotic fervor, a mega rally was taken out at 
the District Headquarters with the officers and officials of 
District Administration holding tricolour with pride. The 
rally, after passing through the Shaheedi Chowk, culmi-
nated at Mukherjee chowk.
The participants were seen enthusiastically holding tiran-
ga in their hands and the surroundings reverberated with 
patriotic slogans and songs.
          Meanwhile, a record 45 meter long Tiranga was car-
ried out by a human chain from Ramkot to Billawar town, 
covering a distance of 45 KMs. The people thronged the oc-
casion with zeal and patriotic fervour.
At Basohli, ADC Basohli Tilak Raj Thapa flagged off a rally 
composed of Bikers and  School Students which culminat-
ed at Atal Setu Bridge.
The Tiranga rallies were also held in other parts of the dis-
trict.
          Employees of the line departments and institutions 
across the district also participated in Tiranga rallies, 
Hoisting of National Flag near recently rejuvenated Amrit 
Sarovar.

DIPR organises cultural programme 
at Jammu Railway Station

JAMMU, AUGUST 14: Cultural Wing of Department of In-
formation and Public Relations today organized a cultural 
program on Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, here at Railway 
Station, Jammu.
Director, Railways, Uchit Singhal was the Chief Guest, 
while Station Master, Jugal Kishore Sharma was the 
Guest of Honour.
Artists of Cultural Wing Jammu presented a scintillating 
cultural programme featuring Dogri, Hindi and Punjabi 
songs which were highly applauded by the audience.
Director, Railway, Uchit Singhal appreciated the DIPR for 
organizing the cultural event.

Tiranga Folk Sword Dance marks 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebra-

tion at Block Dachhan
KISHTWAR, AUGUST 14: As a part of Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav celebration and under Har Ghar Tiranga Cam-
paign, the people of Sounder area of Block Dachhan pre-
sented the Tiranga  Folk Sword Dance to showcase and 
celebrate their love for National flag ahead of the Indepen-
dence Day Celebration-2022.
The programme was coordinated by Department of Rural 
Development & Panchayati Raj Block Dachhan under the 
supervision of BDO Ravi Kumar and in collaboration with 
local artists and staff of RD&PR.
The people from all the communities participated in the 
antique style of dancing with gusto and patriotic Zeal.
People were happy and enjoyed the Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav with great zeal and fervour and appreciated the 
efforts of administration in making the Har Ghar Tiranga 
Campaign a mass participation programme.

Bangladesh to observe national 
Mourning Day today

Dhaka, Aug 14 (UNI) Bangladesh will be observing the Na-
tional Mourning Day and 47th martyrdom anniversary of 
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man tomorrow (Monday).
Bangabandhu and most of his family members were bru-
tally killed by some disgruntled army men on the fateful 
night of August 15, 1975 and this carnage is touted as the 
ugliest chapter of the nation’s history.
Father of the Nation’s two daughters Sheikh Hasina, now 
Prime Minister, and Sheikh Rehana escaped the planned 
assassination as they were staying abroad.
The government has drawn up elaborate programmes in 
observance of the day at national level.
The national flag will be hoisted half-mast in all govern-
ment, semi-government, autonomous institutions, educa-
tional institutions and private buildings including Bangla-
desh missions abroad, said a handout earlier.
Bangladesh President M Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina will pay homage to Bangabandhu, the ar-
chitect of the independent Bangladesh, by placing wreaths 
at his portrait at 6.30 am in front of Bangabandhu Memori-
al Museum at Dhanmondi Road No-32 in the capital.
A guard of honor will be given by the armed forces and 
prayers will be offered there.
The Prime Minister will also place wreaths at the Banani 
Graveyard on the graves of the family members of Bang-
abandhu and other martyrs who were brutally killed on 
August 15, 1975.
She will also offer Fateha and Munajat seeking eternal 
peace of the departed souls of the martyrs.

Nowhatta Encounter: Ak Rifle, 2 
Grenades And Scooter Seized, Says Police 
Srinagar, Aug 14 (GNS):  Police on Sunday said that 
scooter allegedly used by two militants of LeT along 
with an AK rifle and two grenades were recovered 
following a gunfight at Nowhatta area of Srinagar.  
A policeman, Constable Sarfaraz Ahmad of Batote 
Ramban, and unidentified militant were injured in 
the gunfight, according to police.      
“Vehicle (scooter) used by two (militants) of LeT 
seized from the incident site. Besides, one Ak-74 rifle 
and two grenades have been recovered. Search still 
going on. Further details shall follow,” police said in 
a tweet as per GNS.  
Earlier police said a policeman and a militant were 
injured in the “chance encounter” in Nowhatta area 
of Srinagar. “Police & CRPF are on the job. Further 
details shall follow,” police said in a tweet.  (GNS)

4 RR Of Indian Army Organises “Half 
Marathon Rally” At Bhadarwah

Amir Iqbal Khan

Bhadarwah, Aug 14 :- 4th battalion of Rashtriya Rifles 
based at Bhadarwah  organised a “Half Marathon rally” 
in continuation of the celebrations of 75th year of indepen-
dence under “Azadi Ka Amrit Maotsav” here on sunday.
The rally was organised with the aim of creating aware-
ness about ‘fit India movement’ and to involve especially 
the youth aiming in addressing the  issues of rising drug 
menace which are eating deep in to the vitals of the society 
and are becoming a constant threat for the well being of 
the people.
The rally was flagged off by the Lt.Col (2ic) 4 RR from Bha-
darwah Nalthi Bridge to College ground.
The  students passed through a number of villages on Bha-
darwah Chamba Himachal National Highway before con-
cluding at college ground Bhadarwah.
The rally was attended by a total of 193 participants includ-
ing students from schools and colleges besides common 
citizens.
The students and citizens expressed their gratitude to-
wards Indian Army for its consistent endeavours in the 
field of education and fitness.
Prominent participating institutions include students 
drawn from Degree College Bhadarwah, Atkhar Public 
Higher Secondary School, Govt Higher Secondary School 
Sartingal, Govt Boys higher Secondary school and others.
Additional Deputy Commissioner Bhadarwah Dil Mir 
Choudhary was the chief guest on the occasion. The par-
ticipants were awarded with medals and certificates of ap-
preciation by the chief guest.
“The main aim of this event was to bring about general 
awareness in the direction of “Fit India Movement” to 
keep the younger generation fit physically and to divert 
the attention of the youth from drug addiction and other 
anti-Social activities by channelising their energy appro-
priately towards sports activities,” officer second in com-
mand told.

 Har Ghar Tiranga” Campaign, Cleanliness Drive 
Concludes At Higher Secondary School Bhalra 

 Amir Iqbal Khan

Bhadarwah, Aug 14: A Fortnight long “ Har Ghar Tiranga” 
campaign and Cleanliness drive concluded in Govt Higher 
Secondary School Bhalra Bhadarwah on Saturday.
According to a release, NCC Wing of GHSS Bhalra, Bha-
derwah organised “Har Ghar Tiranga” awareness cam-
paign under “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” on 75th Year of 
India’s Independance. In this connection, a program was 
organised in the institution in which National Cadet Corps 
alumni member Senior Cadet Manoj Kumar (C-Certificate 
holder) gave lecture on various schemes & benefits of Na-
tional Cadet Corps (NCC). On this occasion, Mehar-Ul-Ni-
sa a student of the school sang a poem on Patriotism 
which was written by her, release said.Dr Sanjeev Kumar 
(Associate NCC Officer) made aware the cadets about the 
achievements of Manoj Kumar for which he was awarded 
with  commendation Certificates and Medal of ADG (2021) 
for being the Best Cadet (2020- 21) besides having attended 
Army Attachment Camp with 16 Rajput (2020) & IMA At-
tachment (2021), release said and added that Manoj is an 
example of hard work, dedication & his passion towards 
the Nation Services is a lesson for others to follow. Dr Ku-
mar  urged the cadets to follow the foot steps of Manoj so 
that they too can achieve the same. Release further said 
that Dr Niten Kotwal also appreciated Manoj  & Mehar-Ul- 
Nisa and wished them good luck in future assignments.Dr 
Kumar also appreciated the initiative of cleanliness drive 
in which NCC cadets and students participated with high 
enthusiasm and awared the students about clean & neat 
environment.In order to make the event more colorful and 
attractive, cultural program including singing of patriotic 
songs and local folk lore were presented on this occasion 
which enthralled the audiences.The whole programme 
was organised under the active guidance of the Incharge 
Principal Ajit Kumar, release added.

HIGH MAST NATIONAL FLAG 
INAUGURATED AT HAIDERBAIGH

Srinagar, 14 Aug 2022. Indian Army inaugurated 108 feet 
High National Flag at Hyderbaigh, Pattan. Major General 
SS Slaria General Officer Commanding CIF (Kilo) dedicat-
ed it to the citizens in Kashmir today. The installation of 
the high mast was completed in a record time of 30 days.s
 The Flag constructed in collaboration with Flag Founda-
tion of India, not only instils a sense of pride and honour 
amongst the citizens but also honours all the bravehearts 
who have laid down their lives towards eliminating terror-
ism. The project is a part of Har Ghar Tiranga campaign 
under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav initiative of the Govern-
ment of India.The GOC appreciated the efforts of all those 
involved in completion of the project. Citizens of Hyder-
baigh Pattan also appreciated the District Administration 
and the Army for this unique initiative, which will remain 
forever etched in the history of Pattan, North Kashmir.It is 
worthwhile that the Indian Army has been at the forefront 
of all Nation Building activities and this noble gesture.

Belur math light up in Tricolour Ahead of
 Independence day. H.T Photo SOURAV DUTTA.

Atkhar Sartingal Langer Committee In 
Collaboration With CRPF Organises “Har 

GharTiranga” Rally At Padri Dhaar

Amir Iqbal Khan

Bhadarwah, Aug 14:Atkhar Sartingal Langer Commit-
tee- a charitable organisation in collaboration with 33 
Batallion CRPF organised a rally on “Har Ghar Tiranga” 
celebrating 75th Indian Independence under the program 
“Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav” at world famous tourist re-
sort Padri Dhaar on Saturday.
The rally was held during historical Mani Mahesh Yatra 
that starts from Bhadarwah and proceeds to Barmour sub 
division of district Chamba of Himachal Pardesh follow-
ing Raksha Bandan.
Yatris, Jawans from 33 Bn CRPF based at Bhadarwah and 
local population(villagers) and nomads participated in the 
rally.
Speaking on the occasion, prominent social activist and 
Convener Langer Committee Ajit Singh Kotwal said that 
Har Ghar Tiranga’ is a campaign under the aegis of Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav to encourage people to bring the Ti-
ranga home and to hoist it to mark the 75th year of India’s 
Independence. He said, the Tri-colour flag is a symbol of 
pride for every Indian and it represents national integrity 
and signifies the hopes and aspirations of the Indian peo-
ple.
He also lauded the efforts of devotees and local people for 
participating in such a grand and impressive rally and 
also appreciated the enthusiasm and zest of CRPF person-
nel and youth to participate in it.
He said the rally was organised to promote the Har Ghar 
Tiranga campaign and to raise awareness regarding the 
struggle of freedom fighters of India.

President wishes nation ahead of 
I-Day, mentions partition horrors

New Delhi, Aug 14 (UNI) President Draupadi Murmu 
wished all Indians on the eve of 76th Independence Day, 
and also remembered those who suffered the brunt parti-
tion as India observed 'Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day' on Sunday.
Murmu also paid tribute to the heroes of India's struggle 
for independence, and also talked about the 'Azadi Ka Am-
rit Mahotsav' and the 'Har Ghar Tiranga' campaign. This is 
her first address to the nation ahead of Independence Day 
after being elected the the President of India.
"It is a cause of celebration not only for all of us but also 
for every advocate of democracy around the world. When 
India won independence, there were many international 
leaders and experts who were sceptical about the success 
of democratic form of govt in India," she said.
"In most democratic countries, women had to undergo 
long struggle to get voting rights. India had universal 
adult franchise since the beginning," she said.
While wishing all citizens ahead of the Independence Day, 
the President also remembered those who suffered the 
brunt of partition in 1947, and said the day is being remem-
bered to enhance social harmony.
"India is observing Partition Horrors Remembrance Day. 
The aim is to enhance social harmony, empowerment and 
unity," she said.
She also talked about the aim of achieving the India that 
the freedom fighters dreamt of by 2047.
"By the year 2047, we will have fully realised the dreams of 
our freedom fighters. We will have given a concrete shape 
to the vision of those who, led by Babasaheb Bhimrao 
Ambedkar, drafted the Constitution," she said.
President Murmu also talked about the PM Gati Shakti 
program and said during last few years, unprecedented 
progress has been made in development of physical & digi-
tal infrastructure through it.
She also said that the keyword for India today is compas-
sion for the downtrodden, the needy and for those on the 
margins. "Some of our national values have been incorpo-
rated in our Constitution as the Fundamental Duties of the 
citizens," she said.
"India’s new-found confidence stems from the spirit of 
its youth, its farmers, and above all, its women. Gender 
inequalities are reducing and women are moving ahead, 
breaking many glass ceilings," she added.

India gears up to celebrate 75 
years of Independence

New Delhi, August 14 (UNI) Patriotic fervour has gripped 
the entire nation as the country celebrates 75 years of In-
dependence on Monday.
The momentous occasion is being celebrated across the 
country through a series of events. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will lead the celebrations and deliver the custom-
ary address from the ramparts of the iconic Red Fort in the 
capital on Monday morning.
Upon his arrival at the Red Fort, the Prime Minister will 
be received by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, MoS De-
fence Ajay Bhatt and Defence Secretary Dr Ajay Kumar.
The Defence Secretary will introduce the General Officer 
Commanding Delhi Area, Lt Gen Vijay Kumar Mishra to 
the Prime Minister. The GoC Delhi Area will then conduct 
PM Modi to the Saluting Base where a combined Inter-Ser-
vices and Delhi Police Guard will present general salute 
to the PM. Thereafter, the Prime Minister will inspect the 
Guard of Honour.The Guard of Honour contingent for the 
Prime Minister will consist of one officer and 20 men each 
from the Army, Navy, Air Force and Delhi Police.
After unfurling of the National Flag by the Prime Minis-
ter, flower petals will be showered at the venue in Amrit 
Formation by two MI-17 1V Helicopters.
After the showering of flower petals, the Prime Minister 
will address the Nation.At the conclusion of the speech of 
the Prime Minister, the NCC cadets will sing the National 
Anthem. A total of 792 boy and girl NCC cadets consisting 
of cadets from Army, Navy and Air Force from different 
schools across the country will take part in this festival of 
National Fervour.These cadets will be seated at Gyan Path 
in front of the Red Fort’s ramparts in a geographical for-
mation of the Map of India. They will adorn dresses of the 
regions they are representing, symbolising India’s cultur-
al diversity. It is being done to carry forward the message 
of ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’.In order to mark 75 years of 
Independence, a number of new initiative have been taken 
this year.For the first time, a home-grown howitzer gun, 
Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System prototype will be 
used for the ceremonial 21-gun salute during the Indepen-
dence Day ceremony at Red Fort. The completely indige-
nous gun, designed and developed by DRDO, will give the 
21-Gun Salute along with the British guns which are being 
traditionally fired till now.




