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3 critically injured 
ITBP men admitted 
at AIIMS
Srinagar, August 19: Three In-
do-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) 
force personnel who were critical-
ly injured in a road accident while 
being de-inducted from the Ama-
rnath Yatra duty were flown into 
Delhi on Friday for specialized 
treatment.
They have been admitted to the 
trauma center of the All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
after being airlifted from Srinagar 
onboard an air ambulance service, 
a senior officer of the paramilitary 
force said. The three jawans were 
critically injured and required spe-
cialized treatment, he said.
Seven ITBP personnel were killed 
while 32 others, including two 
Jammu and Kashmir Police per-
sonnel, were injured when their 
bus fell into a gorge near Pahalgam 
in Jammu and Kashmir on August 
16. They were returning to their 
base after completing the Amar-
nath Yatra duty. 
The border force, primarily tasked 
to guard the 3,488 km stretch of the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) with 
China, was part of the comprehen-
sive security deployment for the 
annual 43-day-long Amarnath Ya-
tra that ended on August 11.

Massive blaze damage 

several shops in Sultan-

pora, Baramulla 

Baramulla, August 19: A massive 
fire broke out in the Sultanpora 
Kandi area in Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Baramulla district. Several 
shops were reportedly gutted in 
the inferno. Fire tenders reached 
the spot to douse off the fire. There 
are no reports of any casualties due 
to the blaze.
After receiving the information, 
senior officials have also reached 
the spot. Firefighting operations 
were underway when reports last 
came in. A thick envelope of smoke 
engulfed the area. The reason for 
the blaze is still not known. More 
details are still awaited.
Last month also, a massive fire had 
broken out in the Kishtwar district 
of the union territory. Eight shops 
were gutted in the blaze. at the 
time, when the fire broke out, the 
market area was empty. In a couple 
of hours, the fire was brought un-
der control.
Meanwhile, in June this year, least 
seven seized cars and over a dozen 
two-wheelers were burnt when a 
fire broke out on the Satwari police 
station in Jammu. The fire broke 
out in an open area where the 
seized vehicles were kept. After a 
few hours, the blaze was brought 
under control.

LG releases anthology 
of Satish Vimal
Srinagar, August 19: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha released 
the Hindi Ghazal anthology of not-
ed litterateur and poet Satish Vi-
mal at Raj bhavan here.
The book titled ‘Nritya Maun Kaa’ 
(The Dance of Silence) is Vimal’s 
sixth hindi poetry collection. Vi-
mal has nine poetry anthologies 
in Hindi, Urdu & Kashmiri to his 
credit.
The Lt Governor appreciated the 
work done by Satish Vimal in the 
field of literature.
“Satish Vimal is one of the most 
celebrated authors of the country. 
His masterly works are enjoyed 
and appreciated equally by the lit-
erary connoisseurs and readers. I 
wish him success for many more 
such literary endeavors in future 
too”, said the Lt Governor.
This ghazal anthology, published 
by Aakriti Prakashan, New Delhi 
comprises fifty seven hindi ghazals 
of Satish Vimal. Extracts from the 
articles of famous writers of India 
Ganga Prasad Vimal and Gopal 
Dass Neeraj are included in the 
anthology. The book has been dec-
orated by the sketches of famous 
artist of India Kavita Mahajan.

Missing retd teacher 

found dead in Shopian 

Srinagar, August 19: A retired 
teacher, who was missing since 
yesterday from his home, was 
found dead on Friday in Feeripora 
area of Shopian district in south 
Kashmir.
An official said Abdul Gani Rather 
(66) of Pudsoo village of Shopian 
was missing since Thursday.
He said some locals spotted a body 
in Nallah Vaishav in Feeripora this 
morning, following which a police 
party reached to the spot and took 
the body into its possession.
The deceased was mentally un-
sound and was missing since yes-
terday, the official said, adding the
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Police arrests three hybrid 
militants in Handwara

Dr Abdul Qayoom

Srinagar, August 19: Jam-
mu and Kashmir police 
on Friday claimed to have 
arrested three hybrid mil-
itants in Handwara area of 
Kupwara district and also 
recovered arms and ammu-
nition from them.
A police spokesman in a 
statement said on August 
04, joint parties of Police, 
Army 21 RR and 92 Bn 
CRPF had arrested 03 hy-
brid militants in Handwara 
and recovered arms and 
ammunition from them.
The statement reads that 
FIR No. 213/2022 u/s 13 
UAPA and 7/25 Arms Act 
had been registered at Po-
lice Station Handwara and 
investigation was initiated.
It reads that based on leads 
developed during investiga-
tion, the role of two more 
individuals emerged in the 
conspiracy to carry out 
militant acts namely Aijaz 
Ahmad Bhat @ Hilal, son of 
Khazir Mohammad Bhat of 
Humpora and Naseer

Coronation of Vikar as PCC chief 

widen fissures in J&K Congress
HT NEWS NETWORK

Jammu, August 19: The coronation of Vikar Rasool 
Wani as Jammu and Kashmir Congress chief seems 
to have not gone well within the Ghulam Nabi Azad 
group, as former Minister Ghulam Muhammad Sa-
roori refused to assume the post of Convener of the 
Campaign Committee of the party’s J&K unit.
Saroori, the senior leader who is also considered a 
loyalist of Ghulam Nabi Azad like newly appointed 
President Vikar Rasool Wani, refused to be part of 
any panel announced by All India Congress lead-
ership.
However, both Rasool and Saroori belong to erst-
while Doda districts and remained to MLA for con-
secutive three terms from 2002 to 2018.  Earlier both 
the Congress men fight to unseat the incumbent 
chief G A Mir and revolted in favour of Azad.
Sources told KNO that Saroori, who was appoint-
ed as Convenor of the Campaign Committee with 
former chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad as head 
got annoyed with the recent appointment. Sources 
close to Saroori said that the former minster was 
unhappy with high command over appointment of 
‘junior’ as head of state unit.
Moreover, Saroori, Rasool, former Minister Pre-
rzada Syed and Tariq Hameed Karra were short-
listed for the converted post but Vikar remain the 
fortunate.
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Mirwaiz Neither Arrested nor Detained,           
He is Free to decide What he wants to do: LG Manoj Sinha

CONTINUED ON 8 PAGE  07

NC, PDP Must Stop day dreaming about 

Return of Article 370 :   Sunil Sharma

HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, August 19: Lieutenant Governor 
of Jammu and Kashmir Manoj Sinha Friday 
claimed that Kashmiri separatist leader Mir-
waiz Umar Farooq has not been placed under 
house arrest.
“He (Umar Farooq) is not under house ar-
rest... His father was killed in an unfortunate 
incident. Police are placed around him (Mir-
waiz) for his protection,” Sinha said.
“He (Mirwaiz) is neither arrested nor de-
tained. He must decide what he wants to do,” 
Sinha added.

The Lt Governor said that even in 2019 Mir-
waiz Farooq was not detained under the Pub-
lic Safety Act.
Mirwaiz Farooq was among the several sep-
aratist and mainstream leaders who were 
detained a day before the Centre ended Jam-
mu and Kashmir's special status on August 4, 
2019.
Those detained ahead of the 370 scrapping in-
cluded former Chief Ministers Farooq Abdul-
lah, Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti and 
People’s Conference leader Sajad Lone.
Sinha’s statement on Mirwaiz came under 
criticism from National Conference Vice 
President Omar Abdullah and the Peoples 
Conference Chairman.
“The same way my colleagues were locked in 
their homes 'for their own safety' for months 
on August 4, 2019 and the same way we get 
trucks parked outside our gates every once in 
a while because 'inputs' suggest an attack on 
Gupkar road is imminent,” Omar Abdullah 
tweeted.
Lone said the tradition of locking up leaders 
and then denying was a worn out tradition.
“I think LG sahib needs to verify facts. His 
statements don’t reflect reality. May I humbly 
state that the tradition of locking up leaders 
and then denying is an old worn out tradi-
tion. It has been happening for the last three 
decades,” he tweeted.

LG announces 
re-examination of 

JKSI posts in October
Srinagar, August 19: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Friday said the administration 
is going to conduct the re-examination of 
Jammu and Kashmir sub-inspector posts in 
October this year.
In an interview to a BBC Hindi, Sinha said 
that worthy aspirants need not to worry and 
would qualify again.
The sub-inspector recruitment process was 
earlier scrapped by the Manoj Sinha-led ad-
ministration after mass bungling was found 
in the written test conducted in April this 
year.The case of mass bungling was later 
handed over to the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) for in-depth investigation. 
Last month as part of the investigation CBI 
conducted raids at over two dozen locations 
in Jammu and Kashmir.“We cancelled the 
exams after receiving complaints and hand-
ed over the case to the CBI. Some facts were 
found in the complaints after the investiga-
tion,” Sinha said. “The deserving 
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Suspected militant 

involved in weapon 

dropping case dies in 

Kotbalwal jail

Jammu, August 19: A sus-
pected member of a mili-
tant module involved in 
collection and ferrying of 
weapons and explosives 
dropped via drones along 
the International Border in 
Jammu frontier died after 
suffering a heart attack in 
the Kotbalwal jail here, of-
ficials said. 
The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA), which 
is probing the module in-
volved in the May 29 ex-
plosive dropping case in 
Kathua, had arrested the 
accused earlier this month.
"Undertrial Muni Moham-
mad was offering 'namaz' 
along with rest of the pris-
oners when he suddenly 
collapsed. He was shifted 
to a hospital where he was 
declared as brought 
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China-India relations go through 
extremely difficult phase: Jai Shankar 

HT NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, August 19: External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar said the rela-
tionship between India and China is 
going through an “extremely difficult 
phase” after what Beijing has done at 
the border and emphasised that the 
Asian Century will not happen if the 
two neighbours could not join hands.
Jaishankar made the remarks while 
responding to a series of questions 
after delivering a lecture on ‘India’s 
Vision of the Indo-Pacific’ at the pres-
tigious Chulalongkorn University in 
Bangkok.
Responding to a question, Jaishankar 
said the Asian Century will happen 
when China and India come together.
“At the moment (the India-China) rela-
tionship is going through an extreme-
ly difficult phase after what China did 
at the border,” he said.
Chinese and Indian troops are engaged 
in a prolonged standoff in Eastern La-
dakh. The two sides have so far held 
16 rounds of Corps Commander Lev-
el talks to resolve the standoff which 

erupted on May 5, 2020, following a vi-
olent clash in the Pangong lake areas.
“I think if India and China have to 
come together, there are many rea-
sons to do so, not necessarily only Sri 
Lanka,” he said, adding that it is in 
India and China’s own interest to join 
hands.
“We very much hope that wisdom 
dawns on the Chinese side,” he said 
while replying to another question 
from the audience.

Jaishankar said India has done the 
best of its abilities to assist Sri Lanka. 
This year alone India has extended 
$3.8 billion of support to Sri Lanka, 
including line of credits and swap ar-
rangements, he said.
Sri Lanka, a nation of 22 million, is 
in the midst of an unprecedented eco-
nomic crisis that has led to severe 
shortages of fuel and other essentials. 
The Sri Lankan government is negoti-
ating with the IMF for a bailout pack-
age.
“Any help we can give to Sri Lanka 
at the IMF that we will naturally do,” 
Jaishankar said.
On the issue of Rohingya refugees, he 
said the issue has been discussed with 
Bangladesh. “What matters for them 
is repatriation. We have been support-
ive of Bangladesh.”
Currently, Bangladesh is hosting more 
than 1 million Rohingya refugees, who 
fled Myanmar following a military op-
eration against them a few years ago.
Responding to another question, Jais-
hankar dismissed criticism for 

COVID-19: J&&K 
records 315 new 
cases, no death

HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, August 19: Jam-
mu and Kashmir report-
ed 315 positive cases of 
COVID-19 including 41 
from Jammu and 274 from 
Kashmir divisions, push-
ing the number of positive 
cases in the Union Territo-
ry to 475424.
Moreover, 480 more 
COVID-19 patients have 
recovered and been dis-
charged from various hos-
pitals including 70 from 
Jammu division and 410 
from Kashmir division.
According to the daily Me-
dia Bulletin on novel Coro-
na virus (Covid-19), out of 
475424 positive cases, 3162 
are Active Positive (483 
in Jammu Division and 
2679 in Kashmir Division), 
467483have recovered and 
4779 have died; 2347 in Jam
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Hawala operator 

involved in funding LeT, 

Al-Badr held in Delhi

HT NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi, August 19: A 48-year-old 
Delhi based garment trader alleged-
ly working as an agent in routing 
hawala money to militant outfits 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Al Badr 
has been arrested from Delhi, police 
said on Friday.
Mohammad Yaseen, a resident of 
Turkman Gate here, was arrested in 
a joint operation by police from Del-
hi and Jammu and Kashmir and 
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HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar August 19 : Accusing 
regional parties of Kashmir for 
being responsible for bloodshed 
in Kashmir, BJP’s General Sec-
retary Sunil Sharma on Friday 
said the leaders of National Con-
ference and PDP should “stop 
dreaming” about return of Arti-
cle 370.
“There were some politicians 
who showed dreams to Kash-
miris about Azaadi. Now there 
are some parties like National 
Conference and PDP who are 
dreaming about the return of 
Article 370 thereby fooling Kash-
miri’s. Article 370 is gone and 
J&K is now on path of progress 
and prosperity,” Sharma, who is 
also BJP’s Incharge Kashmir Af-
fairs, said in an interview.
“NC and PDP leaders will seek 
votes over restoration of Arti-

cle 370 which in reality is not 
achievable. Only BJP has a 
proper agenda. We do what is in 
our manifesto,” he said.
National Conference and PDP 
are part of Peoples Alliance for 
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD), 
which has been seeking the res-
toration of the special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir which was 
revoked on August 5, 2019.
On demand of political parties 
for early assembly elections in 
J&K, he said, “Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) is an 
autonomous body which has 
to take decisions on polls. BJP 
is ready for the polls. We are 
moving towards elections as the 
delimitation exercise has been 
completed. Elections are likely 
to be held in March, April, next 
year then statehood would be re-
turned to J&K.”
Sharma claimed that Farooq 

Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti 
were responsible for the killing 
of Kashmiris.
“How many youth were killed 
and blinded during Farooq Ab-
dullah and Mehbooba Mufti’s 
tenure as chief minister. After 
abrogation of Article 370, the 
BJP imposed restrictions in 
Kashmir and all were meant to 
save the lives of civilians. Pa-
kistan is hell bent to create dis-
turbance in the valley for which 
some mainstream politicians 
also support. By 2023, militancy 
will be over and then we have 
to deal only with people from 
across the border,” he said.
On targeted killings, he said, 
“Pakistan is frustrated to see 
support of Kashmiri’s for the 
BJP. Recently Har Ghar Tiranga 
rallies were held in every corner 
of J&K. Now militants are 
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Waqf ban on collection of donations 

at Shrines sparks anger

HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, Aug 19 (UNI) Mu-
tawali’s or caretakers of 
Shrines in Kashmir were 
barred from sitting and col-
lecting offerings at Shrines 
in Kashmir following a ban 
imposed by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Waqf Board , 
has sparked off resentment 
from certain quarters.
The Jammu and Kashmir 
Waqf Board headed by a 
BJP leader recently ordered 
a complete ban on collec-
tion of donations by trust-
ees at shrines and mosques 
run by the board.
Apni Party President, Syed 
Altaf Bukhari termed the 
Waqf Board’s decision as 
“an initiative taken in 
haste.”
Calling the collection by 
trustees — locally known 
as Muttawali — as an “un-
ethical practice”, the Waqf 
Board said the ban was im-
posed after complaints from 

people about purported cor-
ruption.
Priests and ‘peers’ (faith 
healers) were not allowed to 
sit and collect offerings in 
some shrines of Kashmir on 
Thursday which they would 
otherwise do by sitting near 
the windows and doors of 
the shrines.
“We have put the ban into 
action…It was the demand 
of people. There were griev-
ances by people. The ban 
is being enforced in every 
shrine,” chairperson of J&K 
Waqf Board, Darakhshan 
Andrabi had said.
Andrabi, who is a nation-
al executive member of 
the BJP, also visited the 
shrine of Hazrat Nooruddin 
Noorani at Chrari Sharief 
in Budgam district to super-
vise the drive of removing 
‘illegal donation spots’.
It has been an old practice in 
Kashmir that peers, priests 
and ‘sajada nasheens’ 
CONTINUED ON 8 PAGE  07

KPs take out Shoba Yatra on 
Janmashtami in Srinagar 

HT NEWS NETWORK

Srinagar, August 19: Leaving behind 
fear psychosis, Kashmiri pandits to-
day took out a Shobha Yatra in the 
heart of Srinagar to celebrate `Jan-
mashtami’.   
Kashmiri Pandits prayed for Hin-
du-Muslim brotherhood and the re-
turn of the ‘pre-90 atmosphere’ in the 
Valley.
Though a lesser number of people 
were seen during the traditional 
‘Shobha Yatra’, however the spirits 
were very high.
“We prayed for a peaceful atmosphere 
and brotherhood, just like the pre-90 

atmosphere when Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs, and Christians used to cele-
brate festivals together,” said Sanjay 
Saraf, who took part in the ‘Shobha 
Yatra’.
He congratulated the members of the 
majority community who were pres-
ent on the occasion.
 “Lesser number of devotees attended 
the Shobha Yatra this year as com-
pared to previous years and I want to 
congratulate the majority community 
(Muslim) members that are here with 
us,” said Saraf.
Another devotee, who attended the 
Janmashtami Shobha Yatra, said: 

34 percent elementary, 16 percent primary level 

students leaves studies midway’ in J&K
Srinagar, August 19: At least 34 per-
cent of students’ at elementary level 
and 16 percent of students at primary 
level respectively leaves their studies 
mid-way in Jammu and Kashmir, of-
ficial documents revealed.
The official documents revealed 
that only 84 percent students up to 
Grade-V and 66 percent goes to next 
level.
“The retention rate at primary level 
up to Grade-V is 84 percent and ele-
mentary level up to Grade-VIII is 66 
percent only,” it reads.
The documents read that the reten-
tion rate at both the levels was below 
the national average.
According to the official figures, “The 
retention rate at secondary level has 
increased by 7 percent from the pre-
vious years.”

Meanwhile the Ministry of Education 
(MoE) has asked the government of 
the Union Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir to take initiatives for 100 
percent retention of the children in 
the education system.
“The continued efforts and need 
based strategies are required to im-
prove retention,” MoE said.
The documents further reveal that 
the analysis has suggested that there 
were a large number of repeaters and 
dropouts at the upper primary level 
as compared to primary level.
A day before KNO reported the drop-
out rate of students in several dis-
tricts, particularly among Schedule 
Tribe (ST) communities, is very high 
at all school levels across Jammu and 
Kashmir.
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DDC Chairperson Ganderbal visits Faaq; listens to 

Public Grievances/ Demands, assures redressal
Launches blacktopping work on Shuhama road

GANDERBA, AUGUST 
19: The District Devel-
opment Council (DDC) 
Chairperson, Ganderbal, 
Nuzhat Ishfaq today visit-
ed several villages of Faaq 
area to listen to public 
grievances and inspect the 
ongoing developmental 
projects.
In Shuhama village, DDC 

Chairperson, kick-started 
the blacktopping work of 
the road.
Meanwhile, DDC chair-

person met the locals who 
apprised her of various is-
sues of public importance 
in their area and sought 
immediate redressal of the 
same. They put forth their 
issues and grievances 
which include macadam-
ization of roads, sanction 
of Nayabat, Fire Service 
station, improvement in 

drinking water supply and 
desilting/ dredging of Ca-
nals.

Among other demands, 
the people sought inter-
vention of DDC with re-
gard to upgradation of 
health care facilities at 

PHC Shuhama  and also 
highlighted the need of 
sufficient medical staff in 

the hospital.
The DDC Chairperson 

gave a patient hearing to 
all the grievance and de-
mands that were put forth 

by the PRIs and locals and 
assured them that all is-
sues shall be taken into 
consideration for their 
timely redressal. She said 
that 4 crore has been sanc-
tioned this year to remove 
bottlenecks from the Ca-
nals of the area.
Addressing the gather-

ing, Nuzhat said that she 
will lead a delegation of 
PRIs and Civil Society 
members and will meet Lt. 
Governor, Manoj Sinha 
for redressal of the issues 
and demands of people of 
Ganderbal district.
DDC Ganderbal C, Moulvi 

Mohd Yousuf, other PRIs, 
besides Ex MLA Gander-
bal Sheikh Ishfaq Jabbar 
and prominent citizens of 
the area were also present 
on the occasion.

I have applied for registration of my  residential house  located 

at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying Guest House 

Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 89-JK(TSM) of 

2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody has any objection 

in this regard he/she may file his/her  objection in department 

of tourism or Assistant Director Tourism Office Gulmarg within 

a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after 

that no objection shall be entertained. 

 

Bashir Ahmad Reshi 

S/O Ghulam Ahmad Reshi 

R/O Dandmooha Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

                Public notice
I have applied for the issuance of DEE Class Contract 

card from R&B Office. if anybody having any objection in 

this regard he she may file his/her objection in the office 

of the Super Intending Engineer (R&B) Circle Baramulla 

/Kupwara within aperiod of seven days from the date of 

publication of this notice. After that no objection shall be 

entertained. 

Name: Irshad Ahmad Najar 

S/0:- Mohammad Ramzan Najar 

R/o- Dandmooha

                Public notice

I have applied for registration of my  residential house  located 

at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying Guest House 

Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 89-JK(TSM) of 

2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody has any objection 

in this regard he/she may file his/her  objection in department 

of tourism or Assistant Director Tourism Office Gulmarg within 

a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after 

that no objection shall be entertained. 

 

Mohammad Ashraf Khanday  

S/O Mohammad Assadullad Khanday 

R/O Dandmooha Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

                Public notice
I have applied for registration of my  residential house  located 

at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying Guest House 

Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 89-JK(TSM) of 

2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody has any objection 

in this regard he/she may file his/her  objection in department 

of tourism or Assistant Director Tourism Office Gulmarg within 

a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after 

that no objection shall be entertained. 

 

Ghulam Hassan Reshi 

S/O Ghulam Ahmad Reshi 

R/O Dandmooha Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

                Public notice

I have applied for registration of my  residential house  located 

at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying Guest House 

Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 89-JK(TSM) of 

2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody has any objection 

in this regard he/she may file his/her  objection in department 

of tourism or Assistant Director Tourism Office Gulmarg within 

a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after 

that no objection shall be entertained. 

 

Mohammad Ramzan Rather 

S/O Ghulam Ahmad Rather 

R/O Dandmooha Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

                Public notice

I have applied for the issuance of DEE Class Contract 
card from R&B Office. if anybody having any objec-
tion in this regard he she may file his/her objection 
in the office of the Super Intending Engineer (R&B) 
Circle Baramulla /Kupwara within aperiod of seven 
days from the date of publication of this notice. After 
that no objection shall be entertained. 

Name: Nazir Ahmad Mir 

S/0:- Habibullah Mir 

R/o- Kalantra Payeen 

Teshil: Kreeri , Baramulla

                Public notice

I Nabeela Naseer Daughter of Naseer Ahmed Gazi Resident of 

Gazriyal of 8th Class want to make it known to one and all that my 

School Leaving Certificate has been misplaced/ lost somewhere. I 

need to apply for the duplicate certificate of the Same.     

      Anybody having any objection in this matter can approach the 

concerned authorities within seven days of the publication of this 

notice. No objections shall be entertained or accepted after the 

above said time period  

  

Nabeela Naseer  

D/O - Naseer Ahmad Gazi 

R/O - village Gazriyal District Kupwara

                Public notice

I have applied for registration of my  residential house  located 

at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying Guest House 

Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 89-JK(TSM) of 

2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody has any objection 

in this regard he/she may file his/her  objection in department 

of tourism or Assistant Director Tourism Office Gulmarg within 

a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after 

that no objection shall be entertained. 

 

Nazir Ahmad Mir 

S/O Habibullah Mir 

R/O Kalantra Payeen Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

                Public notice

I have applied for registration of my  residential house  located 

at Village Dandmooha under Home Stay/Paying Guest House 

Scheme  to facilitate tourist trade, vide order no 89-JK(TSM) of 

2022 of Department of Tourism JK . if anybody has any objection 

in this regard he/she may file his/her  objection in department 

of tourism or Assistant Director Tourism Office Gulmarg within 

a period of 7 days from the date of publication of this notice after 

that no objection shall be entertained. 

 

Khazir Mohd Malik 

S/O Mohd Subhan Malik 

R/O Dandmooha Tehsil Kreeri Distt.Baramulla

                Public notice

Director Agriculture takes stock of progress on 

implementation of PM KISSAN in North Kashmir
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 19: The Di-

rector Agriculture Kashmir, Chow-
dhary Mohammad Iqbal today 

reviewed the status of implemen-
tation of Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Samman Nidhi PM-KISAN in north 
Kashmir.
Addressing a meeting of officers of 

north Kashmir (Kupwara, Bandi-
pora and Baramulla), the Director 
impressed upon the concerned offi-
cers to ensure that all the set targets 
under the scheme are achieved by 
the end of August 2022.Iqbal reiter-
ated departments commitment to 
work for the welfare and wellbeing 
of farming community. He said the 
scheme is aimed to provide income 
support to all the eligible farmers 
and to supplement the financial 
needs of the farmers in providing 
various inputs to ensure proper 

crop health and appropriate yields.
Director asked the concerned of-

ficers to organize awareness pro-

grammes for the farmers so that 
they could get proper benefit of 
the centrally sponsored schemes 
and flagship programs being im-
plemented by the Department. 
He highlighted the importance of 
achieving the set targets under dif-
ferent centrally sponsored schemes 
for the development of farming sec-
tor.
Later, the Director visited Hach-

marg Tomato village and interacted 
with the concerned Tomato farmers 
and field officers of the department. 
He also visited different zones of 
district. The Director Agriculture 
Kashmir, Chowdhary Mohammad 
Iqbal today reviewed the status of 
implementation of Pradhan Mantri 

Kisan Samman Nidhi PM-KISAN in 
north Kashmir.
Addressing a meeting of officers of 

north Kashmir (Kupwara, Bandipo-
ra and Baramulla), the Director im-
pressed upon the concerned officers 
to ensure that all the set targets un-
der the scheme are achieved by the 
end of August 2022.
Iqbal reiterated departments com-

mitment to work for the welfare 
and wellbeing of farming communi-
ty. He said the scheme is aimed to 
provide income support to all the 
eligible farmers and to supplement 
the financial needs of the farmers in 
providing various inputs to ensure 
proper crop health and appropriate 
yields.
Director asked the concerned of-

ficers to organize awareness pro-
grammes for the farmers so that 
they could get proper benefit of 
the centrally sponsored schemes 
and flagship programs being im-
plemented by the Department. 
He highlighted the importance of 
achieving the set targets under dif-
ferent centrally sponsored schemes 
for the development of farming sec-
tor.
Later, the Director visited Hach-

marg Tomato village and interacted 
with the concerned Tomato farmers 
and field officers of the department. 
He also visited different zones of 
district. Later, the Director visited 
Hachmarg Tomato village and in-
teracted with the concerned Toma-
to farmers and field officers of the 
department. He also visited differ-
ent zones of district.

Illegal extraction and transportation of minerals

Police arrests 02 persons and seizes 03 vehicles in Sopore
August 19: Acting tough against 

the elements involved in illegal ex-
traction and transportation of min-
erals, Police in Sopore have arrested 
02 persons and seized 03 vehicles in-
volved in the commission of crime.
Acting on specific information 

about illegally extracting Sand and 
Bajri from river Vij Dachanpara 
Rafiabad. A Police party led by SHO 

Police Station Panzla raided the 
specific spot and intercepted 3 vehi-
cles (Tractors) loaded with illegally 
extracting material from river who 
tried to flee from the spot, but were 
apprehended tactfully. The accused 
drivers were arrested and the vehi-
cles used in the commission of crime 
has also been seized.Accordingly, 
a case vide FIR No. 52/2022 under 

relevant sections of law stands reg-
istered at Police Station Panzla and 
investigation set into motion.
Persons found indulging in illegal 

mining activities shall be dealt as 
per law. Community members are 
requested to share information re-
garding the crimes in their neigh-
bourhood with their concerned po-
lice units.

Police solves theft case in Anantnag, 
accused arrested:Stolen cash recovered 

  August 19: Police in Anantnag have 
solved a theft case by arresting an 
accused person involved in the com-
mission of crime and recovered sto-
len cash from his possession.
Police Post Janglatmandi received 

a written complaint from Haji Mailk 
Gh Nabi son of Mailk Mohd Abdul-
lah resident of Nowgam Verinag, 
owner of Al-Hayat Hospital  Momi-
nabad Anantnag stating therein that 
some unknown person/persons have 
stolen an amount of �10 to �11 Lakhs 
from his Drug Counter. Accordingly, 
a case vide FIR No. 267/2022 under 
relevant sections was registered at 
police station and investigation was 
taken up.
On receipt of this information, a 

police team of Sub-Division Anant-
nag led by In-charge Police Post Jan-
glatmandi initiated the process of 
investigation. During the course of 
investigation, officers investigating 
the case, after utilising and analys-
ing all available means, zeroed on 
one suspected person identified as 
Ahmad Malla son of Mohd Yaseen 
Malla resident of Batpora Khanbal. 
During questioning, the accused per-

son confessed his involvement in the 
commission of crime. He has been 
arrested and shifted to police station 
where he remains in custody.
On his disclosure, the investigating 

team along with Executive Magis-
trate concerned recovered the stolen 
cash amount of �11,32,200/-  from his 
house. Further investigation is go-
ing on.
Community members have ap-

plauded the efforts made by the Po-
lice in cracking/solving the case. 
Our consistent actions against the 
anti-social elements shall re-assure 
community members that Police has 
resolved to act tough against individ-
uals involved in any criminal activ-
ities. Anantnag have solved a theft 
case by arresting an accused person 
involved in the commission of crime 
and recovered stolen cash from his 
possession.
Police Post Janglatmandi received 

a written complaint from Haji Mailk 
Gh Nabi son of Mailk Mohd Abdul-
lah resident of Nowgam Verinag, 
owner of Al-Hayat Hospital  Momi-
nabad Anantnag stating therein that 
some unknown person/persons have 

stolen an amount of �10 to �11 Lakhs 
from his Drug Counter. Accordingly, 
a case vide FIR No. 267/2022 under 
relevant sections was registered at 
police station and investigation was 
taken up.
On receipt of this information, a 

police team of Sub-Division Anant-
nag led by In-charge Police Post Jan-
glatmandi initiated the process of 
investigation. During the course of 
investigation, officers investigating 
the case, after utilising and analys-
ing all available means, zeroed on 
one suspected person identified as 
Ahmad Malla son of Mohd Yaseen 
Malla resident of Batpora Khanbal. 
During questioning, the accused per-
son confessed his involvement in the 
commission of crime. He has been 
arrested and shifted to police station 
where he remains in custody.
On his disclosure, the investigating 

team along with Executive Magis-
trate concerned recovered the stolen 
cash amount of �11,32,200/-  from his 
house. Further investigation is go-
ing on.Community members have 
applauded the efforts made by the 
Police in cracking/solving the case.

 Kashmiri pandits taking out a Janmashtami procession at Lal Chowk, in Srinagar on Friday. UNI

Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari 
greets people on Janmashtami 
 
 Srinagar: On the auspicious occasion of Janmashtami, Apni 
Party President Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari on Friday 
extended greetings to the people across the country, especially 
Hindu brethren.In his felicitation message, Syed Mohammad 
Altaf Bukhari said, "I extend my hearty greetings to people, 
especially Hindu brethren on the auspicious occasion of Jan-
mashtami. This festival marks the birth anniversary of Lord 
Krishna, who was the torchbearer of hope and happiness." 
Apni Party President prayed for peace and the well-being 
of the people. He said, "May this pious festival bring peace, 
happiness, and well-being to the people in J&K and the rest of 
the country."
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Dheeraj Gupta chairs 86th Board Meeting of JDA
Decisions regarding Satellite Township, housing colonies, commercial projects approved

Funds approved for 
development, 
upgradation in existing 
JDA colonies

JAMMU, AUGUST 19: In a ma-
jor initiative for expansion of 
Jammu city, the Jammu Devel-
opment Authority is going to de-
velop an Integrated Smart Satel-
lite Township for a population 
of about 50 thousand along ring 
road at Bhalwal. The decision 
to develop the satellite town-
ship was taken in a meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the 
JDA under the chairmanship of 
Dheeraj Gupta, Principal Sec-
retary Housing & Urban Devel-
opment Department on Thurs-
day, August 18, 2022. It may be 
recalled a similar township has 
been decided to be developed by 
the J&K Housing Board.

The proposed township will 
be a completely self-sufficient 
state-of-the-art satellite town 
with all modern infrastructure 
and amenities, including for 
commercial and institution-
al usage, and will also provide 
livelihood opportunities for its 
residents within the township. 
It will be for the first time in last 
three decades that the JDA will 
take up development of a hous-
ing colony of this scale in Jam-
mu. The proposed township will 
fully take care of the expansion 
needs of Jammu city.
The Board further approved the 

revamping of drainage, road, 
water supply and power distri-
bution infrastructure in under 
developed housing colonies of 
JDA viz Udheywala, Gole Gu-
jral, Birpur,  Kot Bhawal and 
Roop Nagar sector 6 with an 
estimated expenditure of Rs 66 
crores which will touch the lives 
of population of more than ten 

thousand residents in these col-
onies. Grant of alternate plots 

to the allottees of Roop Nagar 
housing colony sector 6 (new) in 
other sectors of the same colony, 
who could not be handed over 
possession because of long legal 
disputes, was also approved by 

the Board.
Vice Chairman JDA, Pankaj 

Magotra presented a detailed 
agenda including the action 
taken on the decisions of the 
previous meeting before the 
Board for discussion covering 
several issues pertaining to the 

functioning of the JDA and new 
initiatives for the development 
of the urban infrastructure in 
Jammu city.
The Board was apprised by 

VC JDA that top real estates 
consultants of the country like 
KPMG, Knight Franks Ernst 
and Young, CBRE, JLL have 
been empanelled as Transaction 
Advisors by JDA for the upcom-
ing major infrastructure devel-
opment project to be taken up in 
PPP mode which include Mass 
Flatted Housing Projects in Bir-
pur, Samba for the construction 
of nearly 1200 housing units, de-
velopment of prime commercial 
space in Rail head Complex, De-
velopment of Eco-resort and city 
forest at Sidhra, Redevelopment 
of Kalka colony near Bahu fort, 
Redevelopment of old Bus Stand 
Jammu, IT Tower near Fourth 
Tawi Bridge, Jammu.
The Board considered and ap-

proved various proposals for 

allotment of JDA land to Govt 
departments, paramilitary forc-
es and other non-government 
entities as per the approved poli-
cy. This also included allotment 
of nearly 150 kanals land in 
Bhalwal to J&K Housing Board 
for the development of flatted 
accommodation for Economi-
cal Weaker Section (EWS) and 
construction of Demonstration 
Housing Project in association 
with the Central Govt Employ-
ees Welfare Housing Organi-
station (CGEWFO). The Board 
constituted a committee headed 
by DC Jammu for evaluating the 
online applications received for 
more than 200 EWS flats pro-
posed to develop by JDA so that 
only the rightful beneficiaries 
avail the benefits of this housing 
project. The Board also directed 
VC JDA to identify land for the 
development of a housing colo-
nies for different sections of the 
society. 

Government fails to remove encroachment in Ningli Tarzua

Encroachment to be removed within days : Tehsildar Khoie
DDC Rajouri takes comprehensive review of 

Agriculture Department’s working
RAJOURI, AUGUST 19: 

District Development 
Commissioner Rajouri, 
Vikas Kundal today re-
viewed the performance 
of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Welfare Department 
here at a meeting of the 
concerned officers held 
in the Agriculture Office 
Complex.
The meeting was attend-

ed by the Chief Agricul-
ture Officer, Sohan Singh 
and other concerned offi-
cers.
During the meeting, the 

DDC took a comprehen-
sive review of the imple-
mentation and achieve-
ments registered under 

Farming sector schemes 
by the department.

The meeting reviewed 
the achievements re-
corded under the Capex 
Budget, PMDP, MIDH, 
Apiculture Development 
Scheme, besides issuance 
of Kissan Credit Card 
(KCC), Soil Health Card 
and number of farmers 

benefited under PM Kis-
san Sanman Nidhi.

The DDC issued instruc-
tions to the field staff 
to complete the e-KYC, 
NPCI of PM Kissan San-
man Nidhi beneficiaries 
in a time bound manner.
Asking to meet the 

targets under different 
schemes in a time bound 

manner, he laid stress on 
reaching out to the last 
man in queue.
Spreading mass aware-

ness among the farmers 
about different welfare 
schemes being imple-
mented by the Depart-
ment in the district was 
also stressed upon. He 
asked the officers to ed-
ucate the farmers about 
the benefits of such 
schemes and motivate 
them to avail the bene-
fits of the same. He also 
emphasized upon the 
concerned officers to 
conduct field visits to get 
real time feedback from 
farmers.

People suffer due to worst condition 
of Tulwari road in Langate.

DR.AB QAYOOM
 

Langate,Aug,19:The people living in 
different villages of Tehsil Langate are 
suffering due to worst condition of the 
road.The residents of Tulwari Shanoo, 
Haril,and other villages of same area in 
Langate Tehsil suffering due to bad 
condition of the R&B road from Tehsil 
Headquarter Langate  to Shanoo especially. 
The inhabitants said that the road is in 
worst condition since long and no one 
from the administration is taking steps 
to repair the road.They told day after 
tomorrow Offical teams from different 
departments along with elected PRI 
members (DDC BDC) visits hear for photo 
shows only.Locals said,From past 5years 
we saw only circulation of orders,but till 
date nothing to implement on ground level 
about the development of this road. 
“Muddy patches and potholes on the road 
are putting the lives of the people at great 
risk”, the residents said, adding that during 
rainfall or snowfall, it becomes almost 

impossible to commute on this road”, said 
residents namely Nasser Ahmad, Bilal 
Ahmad,Mohd Ashrif,Manzoor Ahmad,Gh 
Ahmad and Javid Ahmad. 
They said that people are being forced to 
commute on the rough road which causes 
inconvenience to them. 
“We will come on road if the road is not 
repaired in the shortest possible time 
before winter”, the residents warned

Shaheen castigates 

Waqf Board for putting 

an end to the institution 

of Sajdah Nashins
Srinagar, Aug 19, KNT: Janata Dal 
United President for Jammu and 
Kashmir, GM Shaheen has criticized 
Waqaf Board’s diktat not to collect 
donations in shrines.   Shaheen said 
that the present members of Waqf 
Board barely know ABC of religion 
and yet are coming up with diktats 
that are against the traditions and 
culture of Kashmir. He said it is a 
hasty decision while removing the 
caretakersfrom the shrines and 
imposing a ban on donation collection 
in J&K shrines will hit thousands of 
people.  Shaheen said Waqf Board 
has attacked the traditional system 
and it is virtually a slap on the face 
of Kashmiri culture.   “What Waqf 
Board will get by putting an end to 
the institution of Sajjada Nashin in 
these revered places,” 

Teachers Forum  Baramulla organises 
grand function in honor of its outgoing 
Chairman and Veteran Trade Union Leader 
Mr Mohd Rafique  Rather

Jammu Kashmir Teachers Forum Baramulla 
organized a grand farewell function in honor 
of its Chairman &  renowned trade union 
leader Mr Mohd Rafique Rather in the 
auditorium of Govt Degree College Baramulla. 
The function was attended by central, 
provincial leaders and all district presidents 
of kashmir valley besides a large number of 
teachers. Renowned educationists, civil 
society members.Journalists, social activists 
and religious scholars graced the occassion 
with their presence.
The speakers highlighted the rich contribution 
of Mr Mohd Rafique Rather and termed his 
role as an exemplary and unparalleled who 
devoted his 25 years for the service of others. 
They also recalled that the outgoing Chairman 
has proved his mettle and capabilities which 
would cherish memories for a long time.
 District President Baramulla Ishfaq Shaha 
while addressing the gathering said that 

Mohd Rafique Rather was an advocate of 
egalitarianism and integrity in the eemployees 
fraternity, rising from the ground, became 
the President EJAC/Chairman JKTF. Even 
after passing two years in the pendemic, his 
tenure will be remembered for many important 
achievements and role in safeguarding the 
honor,dignity and rights of employees. He 
however congratulated the outoing Chairman 
for his long and successful career.
Speaking in the occasion Karamat Qayoom 
Senior Journalist said that the outgoing 
Chairman has always remained at the forefront 
in highlighting the issues & concerns of the 
employees of J&K.
Mohd Amin Khan Vice Chairman JKTF while 
speaking recalled the services of the outgoing 
chairman applauded the diligence, commitment 
and exemplary devotion towards his duties 
and responsibilities throughout his entire 
career as a teacher and trade union leader.
On the occasion Rafique Rather in his eloquent 
address stirred the head, heart and emotions 
of the audience. He recalled the time when 
he first joined Trade Union and said that he 
will always consider himself as part of Teachers 
Forum family but the leaders of this 
organization should find their unique drum 
beats and not to loose their identity in this 
era of herd mentality.
Rather also thanked his functionaries for 
organising such a function in his honor and 
love.
Rather said, I am leaving behind a team that 
is future-ready and I am sure there will be 
more success stories from this organization 
in the coming months and years.
He urged young employees to come farward, 
take lead &  fight for the cause in safeguarding 
their honor and rights.
Others prominent who spoke during the 
function were Mr Mohd Ashraf Mir VC JKTF, 
Mr Showkat Ah Baigh Prov President JKTF, 
Mr Sheikh Mushtaq, Mr Javid Ah Rather 
Principal HSS Bla, Mr Saleem Sagar Chairman 
TJAC, DP Shopian, DP Budgam & others
Mushtaq Bhat

Committed mistake by staying in village in 
turbulent ‘90s, say KPs in Shopian village

Hail Muslim neighbours but they too are helpless in the face of
Srinagar, Aug 19 (KNO): Kashmiri pan-

dits living in Chotigam Shopian are in 
shock and awe after the recent targeted 
killing attack of a Kashmiri Pandit. 
On Tuesday, Sunil Kumar was killed 
while his cousin brother was injured 
after they were attacked by militants in 
their orchard in Chotigam Shopian. 
Pandits living at Chotigam told news 
agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), that their biggest mistake was 
that they decided to stay here during 
‘90s.They said that though they had 
very good relations with Muslims living 

here, they too are helpless when such 
attacks or any such incidents happen. 
“Just few people of the pandit commu-
nity are here and from cleaning house 
to helping in household chores, every-
thing is being managed by Muslims and 
they are taking every possible step to 
console us but whenever at the time of 
attack, like us they too are helpless,” 
they said.“No security guards were 
here since 2016 to give us protection 
and we were never harassed by anyone 
but the situation is different as we were 
attacked twice in a span of less than 5 

months,” they said.“We also made mis-
take that we decided to stay here after 
one attack and if we decided to stay 
here again after back to back attacks it 
will be a suicide,” they said. 
They said that guards are deployed in 
the village but how can they save as 
“we can’t restrict our movement to our 
residence only as we have to go to our 
land, orchards or to do any work to 
earn livelihood otherwise we will die 
of starvation”.“It is better for us to beg 
and live in a tent at a safer place than to 
live here,” they said—(KNO)

Dr.Sagar Dattatray assumes 
charge as DC Kupwara

DR.AB QAYOOM
 

  KUPWARA, Aug,19 : Dr 
Doifode Sagar Dattatray, 
today assumed charge 
as Deputy Commission-
er Kupwara, relieving 
Khalid Jahangir who 
has been transferred as 
Managing Director, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Trade 
Promotion Organization.
Doifode Sagar Dattatray, 
a 2014-batch IAS offi-
cer, has been previously 
serving as OSD in the 
J&K Socially and Educa-
tionally Backward Class-

es Commission. Prior to 
this, he had also served 
on various prime posi-
tions including Deputy 

Commissioner Reasi and 
Doda.He was received by 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Kupwara Ghu-

lam Nabi Bhat and other 
senior officers and offi-
cials of DC Office.Soon af-
ter assuming charge as 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Kupwara,sagar interact-
ed with officers and re-
ceived feedback of office 
business. He sought co-
operation from officers 
to make administration 
more delivering to gen-
eral public of district 
Kupwara at large. He 
also appealed officers to 
be accessible to public at 
all times.

Sopore, Aug 19 (KNS) : 
Although the Union Ter-
ritory government has 
launched a massive drive 
to evict encroachers from 
forest land in Jammu and 
Kashmir, however admin-
istration has yet to receive 
forest land at Ningli area 
of Tarzua in North Kash-
mir’s Sopore
Patron Central Auqaf 

Tarzoo, Aijaz Ahmed Dar 
while talking to the news 
agency - Kashmir News 
Service (KNS) said, that 
the forest land located at 
Ningli Tarzua has been 
permanently grabbed by 

some locals while the offi-
cials of the concerned de-
partment have shut their 
eyes to the criminal act 
for reasons best known to 
them.
“Permanent construc-

tions of houses on the 
forest land have been de-
liberately ignored as the 
officials of the department 
seem in league with the 
encroachers,” alleged Cen-
tral Auqaf Tarzoo.
They said that despite 

their repeated pleas, the 
concerned department has 
failed to take any appro-
priate action against the 

land grabbers.
Earlier, this month lo-

cals of Tarzoo and Dar-
nambal had approached 
the concerned Deputy 
Commissioner Baramu-
lla’s office in this regard 
of which, the Tehsildar 
Khoie was asked to take 
appropriate necessary ac-
tion after perusal of reve-
nue record by the deputy 
commissioners office in a 
letter DCB/SQ/1956, Dat-
ed: 08/08/2022.
However, according to 

the Central Auqaf - repre-
sentational body of Tarzoo 

and Darnambal, said that 
no action has been wit-
nessed on the ground level 
so far.
When KNS contacted 

Divisional Forest Officer 
(DFO), Shabir Ahmed , he 
said, “ encroachment is de-
cades old.”
 The official however said 

land belongs to the Irriga-
tion and Flood Control de-
partment.
Meanwhile, Tehsildar 

Khoie when contacted told 
the news agency - KNS, 
that the land has been en-
croached and within days 
it will be removed.(KNS)

CEO statement on non local 
voters created chaos in J&K: Baig
Srinagar, Aug 19 (UNI) Former dep-

uty chief minister Muzaffar Baig on 
Friday hit out at J&K Chief Electoral 
Officer on the addition to non local 
voters and said his statement has 
created chaos in the entire union ter-
ritory.
Baig who was awarded the Padma 

Bhushan last year for public affairs 
said the Government of India should 
come clear over the issue.
Senior politician and a legal lumi-

nary Baig said the statement made 
by the CEO was irresponsible and 
illegal.
“If he gave this statement and was 

ill-informed, then it is pardonable. 
But, if he has given it on someone’s, 
some party’s or some authority’s be-
half, then not only has he hurt the 
sentiments of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, but he has also torn 

the constitution of India,” Baig said 
while addressing a press conference 
in Srinagar.
“I think he has made the statement 

about new voters in J&K out of his 
hat and has ripped apart the consti-
tution. He spoke without authority, 
without legal jurisdiction. I appeal to 
the GoI to take a very serious note of 
his dereliction of his duty,” he said.
Baig said the union government 

showed its intentions by repealing 
Articles 370 and 35-A in August 2019.
“ But, rubbing salt on that wound by 

such statements will not do any good 
to the country or to J&K. This is a 
dangerous statement,” he said.
He said the statement made by the 

CEO was illegal.
“The basis of statement he made is 

SRO 167 in exercise of powers con-
ferred by Article 309 of constitution 

of India. Article 309 deals with ser-
vices, employment and not elections 
or voting,” he said.
“When he says 25 lakh more people 

will become voters, first it is wrong 
legally. Also, who are these 25 lakh? 
By issuing such unreasonable, irre-
sponsible statement he has created 
ripples and chaos in people,” Baig 
said.
Senior politician Baig appealed to 

the Prime Minister, Home Minister 
and National Security Advisor to 
take to task such people who create 
fear and division among people.
“I appeal to the PM, MHA, call all 

political parties of J&K, civil soci-
ety, thinkers, writers, journalists, 
who are all stakeholders, all former 
cabinet ministers, MPs, call them to 
Delhi one by one and talk to them 
without any hatred, any fear,” 
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Have pity on educated 

youth ‘at rest’

T
he negative influence of the jobless-

ness among the learned young genera-

tion has taken a toll on their persona, 

which seemingly influences the society on 

the whole. Mental or personality disorders 

are two sides of the same coin which are not 

too difficult to put in plain words as far as the 

main problem involving hundreds of thou-

sands educated youth are concerned. Drug 

addiction, alcoholism and thievery or getting 

involved in serious other crimes is a result of 

redundancy which is practically an impossible 

issue to be addressed for decades to come. 

Majority of youth including boys and girls are 

addicted to drugs or substance use disor-

der. The reason for this slippery slope may 

involve declining mental health as the unem-

ployed individual finds no other way than to 

take drugs to unwind/relax their distressed 

mind. On several occasions, researchers have 

studied the correlation between drugs and 

unemployment. It’s obvious that responsibil-

ity coupled with pressure would lead to dis-

tress and distress leads to substance misuse. 

Rising incidents of theft involving educated 

youth since the outbreak of Corona-Virus has 

been a challenge for the society to embark 

upon. Let’s correlate some serious happen-

ing that took place from 2019 till date, the 

August 5, 2019 move had a serious impact 

on overall economy of the region as precau-

tionary measures imposed to avoid law and 

order, confined everyone be it a government 

employee, a businessman, a street vendor 

or a student within four walls of their homes 

for months altogether, as normalcy resumes 

another ghost called COVID-19 greet people 

in November 2019 almost a month before 40 

days harsh period of Chillai-Kalan began. The 

outbreak of contagion left almost everyone 

jobless as lockdown was the only available 

weapon to combat the synthetic bug. The con-

tagion not only leaves people jobless but also 

takes a heavy toll on their physical and mental 

health. Burglaries in religious places remained 

a challenge during the lockdown period as 

those living from hand to mouth resorted to 

thefts to feed their families while substance 

use disorder prevailed among youth being out 

of work. It's only youth who becomes a soft 

target of anything untoward happening in the 

society and the situation may go out of control 

in case the issues confronting educated and 

unemployed youth are not addressed at the 

earliest. 
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S
aroop Chand Sharma S/o 

Mangat Ram Sharma is a 

74 years old farmer from a 

remote and far-flung hilly Village 

Dadpeth of Tehsil Mugal Maidan, 

District Kishtwar.  A strict pro-

ponent of organic farming, he has 

been involved in the cultivation 

of organic kalazeera, rajmash, 

mustard, cherry horsegram and 

vegetables. At his farm, he culti-

vates all kinds of crops and fruits 

and always remain eager to adopt 

new and scientific agricultural 

practices. He possess 12.5 acre of 

land of which about 2 acre of land is 

irrigated and rest of land is rainfed 

. Through his approaches, he has 

experienced 118.80 percent increase 

in the net income from farming in 

the last 3 years. He makes his  own 

formulations and uses wild plant 

extracts for management of dis-

eases in plants and crops. Inspired 

by his parents especially mother, 

he started farming at the age of 19. 

He shows his indebtness towards 

his parents for involving him in the 

noble profession of farming.

Educated upto secondary level, 

he always attempts to adopt inno-

vative practices at his farm and 

educates others also to go for inno-

vative techniques. He is recipient 

of many state and national level 

awards and recognitions and is 

fellow of prestigious Indian Agri-

culture Research Institute, New 

Delhi since 2012. For his remark-

able contribution in the agriculture 

sector he has been conferred with 

various awards and recognitions. 

He received Indian Agriculture 

Research Institute(IARI) Fellow 

Award during PUSA Kissan Mela 

during the year 2012 and IARI, 

New Delhi’s innovative Farmer 

Award during the year 2018. He 

also received innovative Farmer 

Award at Annual Kissan  Mela from 

N.N. Vohra earstwhile Governor of 

Jammu & Kashmir during SKUAST 

Jammu Kissan Mela during the 

year 2012-13. Several  certificates 

of involvement in promotion of sci-

entific agriculture, kalazeera and 

saffron cultivation has also been 

conferred upon him from the Direc-

torate of  Agriculture and Farm-

ers’s Welfare Jammu & Kashmir, 

Division of vegetables Sciences and 

Division of Agro-forestry SKUAST 

Jammu. and different departments 

at district and state levels. 

He narrates that disappointed 

with the low yields from traditional 

agriculture and cultivation of maize 

and pulses with unscientific farm-

ing, he started looking for innova-

tive agriculture technologies by 

which he could increase his farm 

income and make farming more 

remunerative. He came in contact 

with the extension specialists of 

department of agriculture and sci-

entists of SKUAST Jammu. He is 

cultivating and promoting organic 

vegetable and crop production in 

the Chenab Valley for over the 

last 40 years and have personally 

mobilized more than 15000 farm-

ers through trainings through his 

own efforts. He also started con-

tract farming in Samba Jammu and 

Ramban Districts 

He used to get quite less annual 

income from Maize and pulses. He 

faced problems like low income 

from the existing farming system, 

low production from maize, pulses 

and vegetable etc. With interven-

tions like restricting of farming 

system with more emphasis on hor-

ticulture and vegetables, adoption 

of recommended package of prac-

tices and organic farming practices, 

he has reportedly increased him 

farm income by 110 percent. This 

year he has cultivated red okra in 

an area of 2 kanal. He is very active 

and supportive in various train pro-

grammes conducted by KVK Kisht-

war in mobilizing the farmers for 

undertaking organic farming 

(Contact details of Saroop 

Sharma Mobile No. 6005238655 

e-mail ID saroopsharma@gmail.

com)

Saroop Sharma the proponent of Organic Farming

PARIMAL MAYA SUDHAKAR

T
he Har Ghar Tiranga cam-

paign provided an oppor-

tunity for We the People of 

Bharat, that is India, to relive the 

association of the tricolor with the 

glorious history of our anti-colonial 

struggle. The compassionate dis-

cussion in the Constituent Assem-

bly on the national flag is testimony 

to the importance that the leading 

lights of the freedom movement 

gave to the tricolor.

How the national flag was adopted by 
the Constituent Assembly

On July 22, 1947, the day of adop-

tion of national flag of India by the 

Constituent Assembly, the mem-

bers of the august body expressed 

their feelings, thoughts, and aspi-

rations in the most unambiguous 

manner. A sense of unity and pride 

prevailed all over the Assembly 

while unanimously adopting the 

resolution on national flag.

It was an ad-hoc committee set-up 

by the Constituent Assembly under 

the chairpersonship of Dr. Rajen-

dra Prasad that had finalized the 

design of the flag and recommended 

its adoption. The inclusion of Mau-

lana Azad, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, K.M. 

Munshi, C. Rajagopalachari, and 

Sarojini Naidu as members of the 

committee showed the high sensi-

tivity attached to the issue.

Out of these stalwarts, only 

Naidu spoke at the end of the dis-

cussion due to insistence from 

many members of the Assembly, 

who referred to her as “the old 

mother” and “Bul-bule Hind”. She 

poignantly pointed out the void in 

the nationhood due to the absence 

of the national flag, recalling the 

international occasions wherein 

she represented India but without 

its flag.

The most telling story was the 

historic Asian Relations Confer-

ence of March and April of 1947 in 

New Delhi, which was convened by 

the first Prime Minister, Jawahar-

lal Nehru. While all the participat-

ing countries – Iran, Afghanistan, 

and Siam, among others – proudly 

displayed their national flag, India 

had no flag of its own. It was, there-

fore, befitting for Nehru to intro-

duce the resolution and express his 

views on the national flag.

The Assembly was so impressed 

by Nehru’s profound perspec-

tives that H.V. Kamath and Dr. 

P.S. Deshmukh humbly withdrew 

their respective amendments to the 

resolution. While Kamath wanted 

to inscribe a Swastika within the 

Ashoka Chakra, Dr. Deshmukh 

was against replacing Gandhi’s 

Charkha from the flag.

What some of the Assembly members 
said about the tricolour

The members also prevailed 

upon the Chair not to put the reso-

lution to the vote without giving 

them a chance to speak. Dr. Prasad 

willingly relented! As the members 

opened up their minds and hearts, 

the Constituent Assembly experi-

enced its finest moments.

Seth Govind Das, representing 

the Central Provinces and Berar, 

revealed before the Assembly:

“Today. I am reminded of the 

day when in 1922, Pandit Motilal 

Nehru came to Jubbulpore for the 

first time. I am a resident of Jubbul-

pore. That was the first time when 

this flag was displayed in India. At 

that time, it had three colours-red, 

white and green. It was a tricolour 

no doubt. At that time, this flag was 

hoisted over the Town Hall of Jub-

bulpore for the first time in India. 

Who is not reminded of Pandit Moti-

lal on seeing Pandit Jawaharlal 

Nehru? At that time a question was 

raised in the House of Commons as 

to how this flag was hoisted over a 

public hall and the Prime Minister 

of Great Britain assured the house 

that no event of the sort would be 

repeated in India in future. But I 

am pleased to find today that the 

flag which was hoisted for the first 

time twenty-five years ago in Jub-

bulpore, my home town, will now be 

unfurled over every public building 

there.”

Each speaker pledged support to 

the flag on behalf of the community 

and the province they represented 

in the Assembly. The representa-

tives of the Princely States, Dr. 

Mohan Sinha Mehta of Udaipur 

and Mohomed Sheriff of Mysore, 

were at the forefront to accept the 

supremacy of the tricolour, not-

withstanding the age-old traditions 

of their kingdoms. As Dr. Mehta 

unhesitatingly put it, “…this Flag 

whether it is flying over a build-

ing in India or on the high seas 

in foreign waters, this Flag would 

represent the combined sentiments 

of the Union of India, irrespective 

of what places of worship we go to, 

irrespective of the difference in our 

names and nomenclatures; we are 

all Indians and this is our Flag.”

The discussion also reflected 

upon the agony of Partition and 

the communal discord in society. 

Mohammed Saadulla of Assam 

pointed towards a discourse in a 

section of the press for debarring 

Muslim members from participat-

ing in the proceedings of India’s 

Constituent Assembly. Pledging 

support to the flag, Saadulla said, 

“It the injunction of Islam, empha-

sized by instructions from League 

High Command and leaders, that 

wherever we be we must be good 

and loyal to the government which 

functions there. Acting on the prin-

ciple I salute the Flag.”

Dr. H.C. Mookherjee was at 

pains to clarify the misconcep-

tions about Indian Christians for 

maintaining contacts with foreign 

missions. He counted the names of 

Christians who were instrumental 

in fomenting Indian nationalism, 

such as Kaka Baptist of Bombay, 

K.C. Bannerjee of Bengal, Bishop 

Chidambaram of the United Prov-

inces, and Dr. S.K. Dutta of Punjab.

Jaipal Singh, speaking for the 30 

million tribal of India, proclaimed 

freedom for them under tricolour. 

He said, “This National Flag will 

give a new message to the Adibasis 

of India that their struggle for free-

dom for the last six thousand years 

is at last over, that they will now be 

as free as any other in this country. 

I have great pleasure, Sir, in accept-

ing and acknowledging on behalf of 

the Adibasis of India the Flag that 

has been presented to us by Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru.”

Lakshminarayan Sahu of Odisha 

spelled the meagre expectations 

of the depressed classes from the 

national flag in simple words, but in 

an incisive manner. He said, “There 

is the temple of Jagnnath in Orissa 

over which for over a thousand 

years the Eternal Wheel called the 

Neela Chakra has been standing; 

and with it is associated the Flag 

called “Patita Pavan Vana”, that is, 

the flag which represents the poor 

people, the untouchables. I wish 

that on this occasion all our leaders 

would make an effort to throw open 

the temple of Jagannath to the so-

called untouchables who are denied 

admission into it today.”

Giani Gurmukh Singh Musafar 

from Punjab reassured the nation 

that his people would be at the 

forefront to defend freedom as they 

were the torchbearers of the strug-

gle against the British Raj. In his 

own words, “We have reached the 

position today that we can install 

our flag wherever we like. Now, it 

is equally incumbent upon us to 

maintain the dignity of this flutter-

ing Flag. Perhaps at times we may 

have to make the same sacrifices 

to keep it aloft as we have had to 

achieve it. Therefore, I promise on 

behalf of my Sikh community that 

they shall continue to make sacri-

fices for upholding the honour and 

dignity of the flag with the same 

vigour, daring and fearlessness, as 

they have shown in the cause of the 

country’s freedom.”

The philosopher and statesman, 

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan concluded 

his speech with the appeal, “We 

must build our Paradise here on 

this green earth. If we are to suc-

ceed in this enterprise, we must be 

guided. by truth (white), practise 

virtue (wheel), adopt the method 

of self-control and renunciation 

(saffron). This Flag tells us ‘Be 

ever alert, be ever on the move, go 

forward, work for a free, flexible 

compassionate, decent, democratic, 

society in which Christians, Sikhs, 

Moslems, Hindus, Buddhists will 

all find a safe shelter.”

As Indian citizens hoist the 

national flag to celebrate Azadi 

Ka Amrit Mahotsav, let the spirit 

of discussion in the Constituent 

Assembly be imbibed by them. Our 

national flag is a symbol of freedom, 

inclusiveness, and openness of our 

minds.

Naidu emphatically mentioned 

in the concluding speech, “Have not 

all the cultures of the world contrib-

uted to the ocean of her (India’s) cul-

ture? Has Islam not brought to India 

the ideals of democratic brother-

hood, the Zorostrian his steadfast 

courage, who fled from lran with a 

blazing log from their fire temple, 

whose flame has not perished these 

thousand years? Have not the Chris-

tians brought to us the lesson of ser-

vice to the humblest of the land? 

Has not the immemorial Hindu 

creed taught us universal love of 

mankind and has it not taught us 

that we shall not judge merely by 

our own narrow standard but that 

we should judge by the universal 

standard of humanity?”

Let us not forget these words of 

the nightingale as we confidently 

move towards the centenary of our 

freedom. If the circumstances of 

narrow interests overshadow our 

vision, the sight of the tricolour will 

help us not to deviate from our path.

As Rev. Jerome D’Souza, repre-

senting the Madras province, had 

profoundly said, “Above all, in 

every case of fratricidal warfare, 

of strife among ourselves, when 

injustice is done, when tempers 

rise, when communal peace is 

broken up, may the sight of this 

Flag help to soften the harsh and 

discordant voices, and help us to 

stand together, as we have gathered 

today in unanimity, in happiness in 

brotherly feeling to salute this, our 

National Flag.”

Parimal Maya Sudhakar is 

associated with School of Govern-

ment, MIT World Peace University, 

Pune.

Constituent Assembly’s vision of national flag

GULZAR BHAT

M
eandering through thick 

apple orchards, a narrow 

stretch branching off from 

Shopian-Wanpoh road leads to the 

quaint Chotigam village, some 62 km 

south of Srinagar. Just three doors 

down the village street sits a two-

story house fenced with corrugated 

metal sheets. The house has been 

witnessing a stream of visitors since 

its owner Sunil Kumar, who lived 

there with his family and two broth-

ers, was shot dead by militants on the 

morning of August 16.

Sunil (44) and his brother Pit-

ambar were in their apple orchard, 

located a short walk away from their 

house, when militants emerged out 

of the blue and opened fire on them.

While a few slugs tore through the 

body of Sunil, a bullet whizzed past 

Pitambar, grazing his abdomen.

They were shifted to the Shop-

ian District Hospital, some 12.5 km 

away, where doctors declared Sunil 

as brought dead while sending his 

brother to Srinagar for further treat-

ment.

Only two Kashmiri Pandit fami-

lies, one being the Kumars and anoth-

er of Janki Nath Bhat’s, are residing 

in the village, comprising around 

150 households. The families stayed 

put in the area after well-nigh the 

entire Kashmiri Pandit community 

migrated to Jammu and other parts 

of the country following the outbreak 

of armed insurgency in the region in 

the early 1990s.

Everything was going like clock-

work for these well-heeled families 

of apple orchardists till April 2022, 

when militants walked into the phar-

macy of Bhat’s son and opened fire 

on him. He, however, survived the 

attack, but it unleashed fear in these 

families. The Jammu and Kashmir 

police stationed some cops at their 

houses located next to each other for 

their security, which instilled a sense 

of security in them.

However, on Tuesday, the mili-

tants succeeded in targeting the 

Kumars when they were grazing 

their cows on their apple farm, 

sprawling over 30 kanals.

Grief and anger in the village

Following the incident, an air of 

melancholy enveloped the entire 

village. The whole Muslim neigh-

bourhood sank in grief. While some 

accompanied the injured Pitambar, 

locally known as Pintu, to the hospi-

tal, others tried to offer solace to the 

family of the victim, who left behind 

four minor daughters and a wife.

“Kumar was a simple man. He was 

known for his innocence and naivety 

in the entire village. The incident 

has sent a ripple of shock across the 

area”, said a Muslim friend of the 

deaseased Kumar, who declined to 

be quoted by his name in this report.

Members of the majority Muslim 

community not only participated in 

the last rites of Kumar but also held a 

peaceful protest against the targeted 

attack. The village reverberated with 

slogans like Qatal-e-nahaq naman-

zoor (Killings of innocents are not 

palatable) for quite some time. A few 

kilometres away in Shopian town, a 

knot of social activists held a candle-

light protest against the killing.

“Hindus and Muslims are broth-

ers. We have been living in harmony 

for ages. Such despicable attacks 

needs to be deplored and denounced”, 

said Magray Mansoor, standing near 

a clock tower with a sign, which 

reads: “we are one, we believe in 

brotherhood”.

Mansoor said that they wanted 

such targeted killings to be stopped 

right away.

Meanwhile, the J&K police chief 

Dilbagh Singh said that Kumar’s kill-

ers had been identified and would be 

given an exemplary punishment. The 

police also said that it had begun the 

process of attaching the property of 

a local militant Adil Wani, who was 

allegedly involved in the killing.

The attacks 

There has been no let-up in the 

targeted killings of non-locals and 

members of the Kashmiri Pandit 

community since the Union Govern-

ment put paid to the special consti-

tutional provisions of Jammu and 

Kashmir on August 5, 2019. Barely 

two months later, militants had tar-

geted non-local truckers in Anantnag 

and Shopian areas, killing at least 

four of them. The Union Minister 

of State for Home Nityanand Rai 

informed the Rajya Sabha last month 

that a total of 118 civilians, includ-

ing 21 non-Muslims were killed in 

terror-related incidents in the union 

territory since August 5, 2019.

The militancy in Kashmir has 

entered a dangerous phase after 2019. 

The emergence of hybrid militants 

– militants who keep their militant 

identity under wraps and masquer-

ade as civilians – has posed a new 

challenge to the security establish-

ment. It marks a shift from the pre-

abrogation phase of militancy – re-

animated by slain Hizbul Mujahidin 

militant commander Burhan Wani 

– when militants would announce 

they are joining using different 

social media platforms and proudly 

wear their militant identity on their 

sleeve.

“Now there is a thin line between 

militants and civilians”, said a Val-

ley-based political analyst.

He said that the sweeping con-

stitutional and structural changes 

made by the government over the 

past three years may have provoked 

the militants to carry out such tar-

geted killings.

“Such killings also lay bare the 

normalcy narrative of the govern-

ment”, he said.

The significant delay in the res-

toration of democracy by deferring 

the Assembly elections is seen as 

another reason for the spurt in mili-

tant attacks.

“There is much frustration among 

the youth who feel more alienated 

than before. An elected government 

behaves differently. It directly con-

nects with the people and creates a 

sense of belonging”, said the analyst.

Apprehensions 

There are many apprehensions 

that the attacks may help in spur-

ring a fresh wave of migration. The 

continuous protests by Kashmiri 

Pandit public sector employees, who 

got their jobs under the Prime Minis-

ter’s special rehabilitation package, 

have been demanding the relocation 

of their postings from the Valley.

At least 3,000 youth, who got jobs 

under the package, had moved back 

to the Valley along with their fami-

lies since the United Progressive Alli-

ance-led Union Government rolled 

out the package in 2008.

“Life is more important than jobs. 

If the government does not transfer 

us out of the Valley, we will resign 

from our jobs and leave the place”, 

said Ajay Kumar, a Kashmiri Pandit 

employee.

If the government fails to contain 

the ongoing targeted killings, all the 

good work done under the PM’s pack-

age over the last many years is bound 

to go down the drain.

- Gulzar Bhat is an independent 

Kashmir-based journalist.
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BY MARC VANDEPITTE

T
he invasion of Ukraine has been going on for 

more than five months now and hostilities may 

continue for quite some time. In military terms, 

the outcome is still uncertain, but what is already clear 

is who the big winners and losers of this conflict are.

For the arms manufacturers, this war is like a gift 

from heaven. At the behest of NATO, European coun-

tries will increase their armament efforts by hundreds 

of billions in the coming years. In central Europe we 

may expect a new arms race — just think of the threat 

to deploy nuclear weapons in Belarus.

In the Arctic region, the same thing threatens to 

happen with the entry of Finland and Sweden into 

the Atlantic alliance. The push for a so-called “global 

NATO” may also lead to a new and dangerous arms 

race in Asia.

This militarization and new threats of war make 

the value of stocks in the defense companies in the 

U.S .skyrocket.

The same goes for the big fossil fuel companies. The 

unprecedented rise in gas and petroleum prices has 

increased their profits by 350 percent.

The third big winner is NATO itself. After the fall 

of the Soviet Union, the alliance’s raison d’etre ceased 

to exist — and under Trump, the alliance was even 

declared brain dead. Today, however, it is alive and 

well.

In Europe, two new members were added and opera-

tional combat troops have increased from 40,000 to 

300,000. In Asia, as well as other continents, expansion 

is in the works, either through new partnerships or by 

increasing existing military deployments.

Over the past quarter century, NATO has waged 

wars against Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and 

Syria, resulting in nearly one million deaths.

The fourth winner is the U.S. — 25 years ago, Zbig-

niew Brzezinski, advisor to several U.S. presidents, 

wrote that, for the U.S., control of the Eurasian con-

tinent was essential to maintaining hegemony. Close 

cooperation between Europe, Russia, and China had 

to be thwarted at all costs.

Over the past decade, stronger economic relations 

between Europe, China, and Russia have been grow-

ing. This war is reversing that trend.

China is also being targeted. Mike Pompeo, former 

director of the CIA and secretary of state under Trump, 

said it plainly: “We must prevent the formation of a 

pan-Eurasian colossus incorporating Russia, but led 

by China.”

Liz Truss calls for an “economic NATO” to cut off 

China and Russia from Western economies.

The losers

Those who stand to lose the most are Ukrainians, 

with thousands dead and wounded as well as millions 

fleeing the country. Ukraine is heading for complete 

bankruptcy.

Thousands of Russian soldiers have lost their lives 

while the population back home is suffering from West-

ern sanctions and increased state repression.

This war has been particularly damaging to the 

global food system, already seriously weakened by 

Covid-19, climate change, and high energy prices.

A total of 50 million people in 45 countries are on 

the brink of famine.

The European population has also been affected by 

disproportionate food and energy price rises. Not only 

will that cause a lot of misery, but it also increases the 

likelihood of an economic recession.

Europe’s prestige has also taken a hit among a large 

proportion of non-Western countries which cannot 

understand how the EU has completely surrendered 

its sovereignty to the U.S. and Britain.

Another major loser is world stability. With the rise 

of China and other emerging countries, we seemed to 

be moving toward a multipolar world — a positive 

evolution, but now the world is heading towards a 

division into two camps: a bloc dominated by the West 

against the rest of the world.

It has to be noted that only a quarter of the coun-

tries worldwide have been willing to support sanctions 

against Russia.

The war has also jeopardized urgent action against 

global warming.

Last, as in all wars, truth is the first casualty. The 

mainstream Western media puts forward NATO’s ver-

sion of events, while dissenting voices of the peace 

movement or some academics are barely heard.

Before the war, Ukraine was portrayed as “the most 

corrupt country” in Europe. Today, the country is the 

epitome of “liberal ideals.”

A broad front is urgently needed between the peace 

movement, the third world, labor, and environmental 

movements to stop the madness of this war.

The above article reflects the opinions of the author.

For arms dealers, 
war in Ukraine is a 
gift from heaven
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M S NAZKI 

A
zadi Ka Amrit Mahot-

sav! Let’ keep moving 

on!!

The savage brawl at 

Galwan: Time passes but 

something remains etched 

in the hearts of the soldiers 

and military writers!

‘June 16 2020 was the day!

‘Assassins and cheats take 

no pride in fighting fairly. 

We take pride in winning.’ 

(I heard this from a Bihar 

regiment soldier as we were 

there at Ranchi in the East-

ern Command Handball 

tournament)’...At that time 

of the match we were twelve 

goals down and Boro won us 

the match)....This is what 

Indian Army is!

‘Chinese thought that they 

could do it their own way but 

the fist fight was not enter-

ing the dragon but Indian sol-

diers knew that  Romeo must 

die’! It was a fist fight but this 

time it was the return of the 

punch to the dragon’~

‘Last night I was re-read-

ing a book, ‘Brawl’ and my 

friend MSN was disturb-

ing me with his plethora of 

emails on my e-mail ID. I 

picked up this story. We both 

did it a couple of years back 

when the crimson contagion 

was all over the humanity, 

rather bullying it to submis-

sion.’

‘The names were familiar 

but a few more characters 

entered the frame. A short 

film, but interesting, in fact 

very touched my heart and I 

decided to present the same 

in words’!

‘Youm-e-Azadi Par  Mend-

har Ke Talba Ne Banai 

Mobile Phone Par short film 

was the mail I got!’ I thought 

this could be developed and 

this is what I created as an 

average writer’!

‘I told you that the names 

of the characters were famil-

iar to me and they included, 

Sharaz Mughal, Ramzan 

Jatt, Nadeem Mughal, Imtiaz 

Mughal,  Layaqat Naaz, 

Taranun Naaz and  Heena 

Shaad

‘Great job done guys. Next 

time I come to Mendhar I will 

definitely meet you with 

MSN my friend who gives  

me great ideas to develop a 

story’

‘Yep! Coming back to 

the book I was reading: 

The name Black Hearts by 

Kylie Hillman and it is about 

Gabriella Mitchell who is a 

fighter. She fights to keep 

her family together after her 

parent's divorce. She fights 

to keep her siblings safe and 

in school. She fights because 

it's the only thing keeping 

her sane. Stumbling across 

an underground fight ring 

in Sydney, her blood roars 

as she watches the ruthless 

Hayden Hooligan Harvie 

wipe the floor of the octagon 

with his latest opponent. 

Gabriella decides she wants 

to fight professionally; to 

support her siblings with her 

fists...and she wants Hooli-

gan to teach her. Hooligan 

doesn't think girls should 

fight. Especially young, 

pretty ones he'd love. Every 

couple needs to fight for their 

love at some stage, however 

with two stubborn hearts at 

stake, a happy ending for 

these two will require an 

all-out BRAWL.’ Hooligan 

teaches her the art of fight-

ing men!’

‘The world's two most 

populous nations - with two 

of the planet's biggest mili-

tary forces - have been at 

loggerheads for weeks along 

their long and contested 

high-altitude frontier was 

the morning screamer that 

day as I sat in my room with 

my my wife locking my room 

outside as the invisible virus 

was all over! Sincerely I will 

say that by writing tenure 

was out and over! But it was 

not to be!’

‘The Chinese should 

understand what the Indian 

message is, don’t say to your-

self, everyone argues to justi-

fy and normalise your fight-

ing, when the most natural 

thing is to love. We Indians 

believe in love!’

What happened on June 

16 2020:

The site of the clash was 

on the de facto border - the 

Line of Actual Control or 

LAC - between the two coun-

tries. India and China share 

a border that is more than 

3,440km (2,100 miles) long 

and have overlapping terri-

torial claims.

The Galwan river valley, 

with its harsh climate and 

high altitude terrain, lies 

along the western sector 

of the LAC and close to 

Aksai Chin, a disputed area 

claimed by India but con-

trolled by China.

The Galwan river valley 

lies along the western sector 

of the LAC and close to Aksai 

Chin, an area India claims 

but China controls

Troops clashed on ridges 

at nearly 14,000 feet high 

along steep terrain with 

some soldiers even falling 

into the fast flowing, 80km 

(50-mile) long Galwan river 

in sub-zero temperatures.

The main causes of death 

at the altitudes and temper-

atures found in Ladakh are 

frostbite, a condition called 

high altitude pulmonary 

oedema which occurs when 

lowlanders ascend rapidly to 

altitudes higher than 2,500m, 

and another medical condi-

tion called high altitude cere-

bral oedema, where the brain 

swells with fluid because of 

the physiological effects of 

travelling to a high altitude.

The Galwan suddenly 

became a hotspot because it 

is where the LAC is closest to 

the new road India has built 

along the most remote and 

vulnerable area along the 

LAC in Ladakh!

China was suspicious of 

India's construction in the 

area. The road could boost 

Delhi's capability to move 

men and materiel rapidly in 

case of a conflict.

That time the news 

reports said that Chinese 

forces had put up tents, dug 

trenches and moved heavy 

equipment several kilome-

tres inside what had been 

regarded by India as its ter-

ritory.

Soldiers from the two 

sides earlier clashed on 

at least two occasions in 

Ladakh, with stand-offs 

and scuffles reported at Hot 

Springs; and Pangong Tso 

lake to the south.

India and China are now 

continuously holding talks!

The youth of Mendhar 

produced a movie again! 

Sequel of the first one they 

did in the year 2021!

Galwan valley clash Part 

2 was the title given!

This video is based on a 

fictional story and does not 

promote weapons and break 

laws and regulations of army 

standards. This video does 

not hurt any race, caste, reli-

gion, region..this is just only 

for entertainment and emo-

tions! This is what the cap-

tain of the crew mentioned 

when he spoke to me!

When I saw it, I could feel 

that the story writer of the 

video urges all of us to do 

something for the Nation!

Great effort and well done 

guys!

Such young kids with 

heart pumping hard should 

be promoted! This is the 

youth power that can do 

anything for India! This is 

all courtesy of the Indian 

Army who imbibed the 

spirit of patriotism in youth 

of a beautiful place called as 

Mendhar!

The message of the film 

is simple and clear, if you 

hurt us, we wouldn't cry. 

we would hurt you back.’ In 

Galwan it happened!

The youth of Mendhar produced a movie again! 
Sequel of the first one they did in the year 2021!

VIJAY GARG 

H
ealthcare education has 

been the forerunner in 

adapting innovative tech-

nologies because medical educa-

tion and healthcare management 

have been intricately intertwined 

in the teaching-learning method-

ologies of the students. The advent 

of cutting-edge technologies in the 

21st century accelerated the pro-

cess of evolution of both hardware 

and software, leading to faster 

adoption of the same in medical 

education and the healthcare 

system.

Earlier, healthcare education 

was limited to the government 

sector. But this increased the 

demand-supply gap, and the avail-

ability of doctors was scarce. This 

led to the setting up of more medi-

cal schools in India, while a major-

ity of private hospitals were set up.

Government vs private hospitals

The main teaching material in 

a healthcare campus is a patient. 

By and large, the patients admit-

ted to government medical insti-

tutes have been undergoing free 

treatment, as the state bears the 

expenses for the same. Such a 

population has been always coop-

erative in assisting in teaching-

learning sessions. With the advent 

of private medical schools, this 

equation has changed. Often, the 

patients would refuse to be a part 

of the teaching-learning environ-

ment since they are paying for 

their treatment. Moreover, in 

highly literate States, the patients 

would not be forthcoming in such 

circumstances.

Evolution of medical education

Medical education has rapidly 

travelled from blackboard and 

patients to smart classes and vir-

tual patients. Technological trans-

formation in medical education 

has transformed primary health 

care to state-of-the-art quaternary 

care, in the form of robotics. This 

has been possible due to the rapid 

evolution of medical education 

technologies by raising the gold 

standards of medical curriculum 

through mapping, blue printing, 

evolving specific learning objec-

tives, application of teaching 

learning, assessment through 

virtual patients and other high-

fidelity technologies which rap-

idly accelerated during the global 

pandemic.

New technologies are imbibed 

into the healthcare system to ben-

efit the patients. This includes pat-

enting better drug delivery modes, 

nanotechnology/genetic studies, 

biotechnological advancements, 

robotics in laparoscopic surger-

ies and artificial prosthesis. Mul-

tiple organ transplantation and 

or hand transplantation requires 

newer methodologies and theories. 

Skilling doctors as part of these 

innovations is vital to healthcare 

training to avoid any disruptions. 

Highly accredited medical schools 

are conducting fellowship training 

programmes to ensure the same.

Electronic health records, 

AI, robotics, evolution of online 

classes through various platforms, 

application of modern technolo-

gies in biomedical research have 

augmented the medical education 

technologies along with newer 

and interactive assessment plat-

forms as envisaged in various 

state of the art Learning Manage-

ment Systems (LMS). Teaching 

and learning methodologies have 

been rapidly evolving even after 

the pandemic slowed down, as is 

evident with advent of evolving 

technologies like the Internet of 

Things (IoT), envisioning a future 

where the physical and digital 

entities can be linked.

Competency-Based Medical 

Education (CBME) has guidelines 

for asynchronous learning along 

with synchronous learning. Learn-

ing should not be confined to lec-

tures or teaching hours. Students 

are encouraged for Self Directed 

Learning through exploratory 

methods, which can include online 

e-learning modules and published 

literature sources, and the role 

of the faculty member or teacher 

is a facilitator for the same. This 

promotes the learners to be self-

reliant in the teaching-learning 

process and to be updated with the 

latest concepts.

The conventional lectures used 

to be didactic, whereas now they 

are interactive and are held in ICT 

(Information and Communication 

Technologies) enabled classrooms. 

Simulation centres built in medi-

cal schools help with simulation 

learning that ranges from small 

procedural interventions on 

models to a full-sized simulation 

patient. This helps the learners 

with hands-on experience of real-

ity, without the involvement of an 

actual patient following CBME 

guidelines. The role of telemedi-

cine in giving healthcare to remote 

locations is vital in healthcare 

training today. It has played a piv-

otal role given the involvement of 

online teaching-learning method-

ologies.

Vijay GarG Retired Principal 

Malout Punjab 

Technological advancement in medical education 

ARSHAD AZMI

T
he Gujarat govern-

ment’s decision to 

grant remission to 

the 11 convicts in the Bilkis 

Bano case has given rise to 

a vicious attitude that rape 

is a justified political and 

masculinity-affirming tool.  

Instances of mass rapes 

being committed in the name 

of nationalistic pride are not 

uncommon.

Sadly, in India only rape 

cases with a political dimen-

sion or which receive  media 

attention are reported, 

whilst many more go unre-

ported. Although  deterrent 

laws exist in place, the jus-

tice system has been unable 

to put a  permanent end to 

the increase in rapes and 

sexual assaults. 

For Bilkis Bano, the road 

to justice was not an easy one 

as it was an extremely dan-

gerous and trauma-induc-

ing  journey. When she filed 

a complaint, she received 

numerous  death threats; yet, 

she fought heroically until 

the edge of the line, making 

it possible to put the guilty 

behind bars. She waited a 

long time simply to see  the 

rapist get punished , but her 

exhilaration faded quickly, 

and the shameful moment 

of the rapist’s release liter-

ally mocks her bravery, with 

videos surfacing on social 

media on the warm welcome 

received by the rapists of 

Bilkis Bano. 

The criminals were freed 

following an investigation 

into the nature of the crime 

by a committee established 

by the government of Guja-

rat to give remissions. 

Since the right-wing has 

emerged as a political force, 

they appear to be attempting 

to erase all the crimes they 

have committed in the past. 

From Zakia Jafri to Bilkis 

Bano,  attempts to remove 

the stain off their hands with 

the help of state machinery 

are glaringly evident. 

Its pertinent to mention 

the incident of Kunan Posh-

pora when many women  

were subjected to sexual 

abuse but went unreported 

until very late. In 1992, two 

adjacent villages of Kashmir, 

Kunan and Poshpora, wit-

nessed a horrific night that 

lasted very long. The elder 

males of both villages were 

allegedly made to stand on 

extreme snow while young-

sters were taken to the deten-

tion camps.

Five courageous Kash-

miri women, Essar Batool, 

Ifrah Butt, Sameena Mush-

taque, Munaza Rashid, and 

Natasha Rather, persistently 

sought to revive the case in 

2013, and made progress in 

the fight against unjust dom-

inance.

The committee estab-

lished by the Press Council 

of India  , however, released 

a report stating that no solid 

evidence was found, and the 

case was therefore totally 

dismissed and no longer 

pending in court. When the 

matter became public, no one 

could accept that the armed 

forces could have done this; 

there had to be some sort of 

plan to discredit the armed 

forces, it was claimed.

The irony of Indian peace-

loving civil society is that the 

choice of an individual deter-

mines crime. Their pref-

erences determine which 

crimes are harmful and 

which are not. Both Bilkis 

Bano and Kunan Poshpora 

rape survivors do not meet 

the set standard of that civil 

society. However, when 

alleged rapists in Hyderabad 

were killed in an encounter, 

that very society praised and 

admired the police encoun-

ter.  Rape ought to be con-

sidered a brutal crime in the 

face of humanity and must be 

collectively condemned at all 

costs, whichever the commu-

nity the victim or survivor 

belongs to.  

If collective refutations 

are not expressed by the 

peace-loving society, the situ-

ation will only get worse, and 

the days of a broken society 

are not far away. Wherever 

a daughter, sister, mother, 

or child lives, regardless of 

religious beliefs, they must 

live with peace. 

Arshad Azmi is a student 

at the Department of English 

at Aligarh Muslim Univer-

sity, Aligarh Uttar Pradesh.

THE TRIALS OF INDIAN MUSLIM WOMEN: A 
NEVER-ENDING QUEST FOR JUSTICE
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“People Who Don’t Care About The 
Nation...”: PM Modi’s Jibe At Opposition

PM Modi said it is easy to 

form a government, but the 

BJP has “chosen the path of 

building the nation...which 

takes hard work.” 

New Delhi: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Friday, in a veiled 
attack on the Opposition parties 
in the country, said that “people 
who do not care about the country, 
stay indifferent to the problems 
faced by the nation”. Praising the 
efforts by the NDA government in 
the last eight years, he said that it 
is easy to form a government, but 
the BJP has “chosen the path of 
building the nation...which takes 
hard work.”
“It doesn’t take that much effort 

to form a government, but to form 
a country, hard work is essential,” 
PM Modi said while addressing the 
‘Har Ghar Jal’ event.
“We (the BJP government) have 

chosen the path of building the na-
tion. Hence, we are continuously 
working towards addressing and 
solving the challenges of both - the 
present and the future,” the Prime 
Minister said.
Taking a dig at the Opposition 

parties, he continued, “People who 
do not care about the nation don’t 
show any concern or interest to-
wards these problems. They can 
make big promises for the provi-
sion of water, but will never work 
towards it with a vision.” The 
Prime Minister had last month 

warned against the culture of free-
bies, which certain political parties 
indulged in.

On Monday, the Supreme Court 
adjourned hearing of a plea against 
promises by political parties to dis-
tribute freebies from public funds 
during election campaigns. Asking 
the parties to file their suggestion 
by Saturday, the Supreme Court 
said the concern was about spend-
ing the public’s money in the cor-
rect way.
The Prime Minister today ad-

dressed the Har Ghar Jal Utsav 
under Jal Jeevan Mission via a vid-
eo message. The event took place 
at Panaji Goa. Goa Chief Minister 
Pramod Sawant and Union Min-

ister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
were among those present on the 
occasion. The Prime Minister also 

greeted Krishna devotees on the 
auspicious occasion of Janmasht-
ami.
At the outset, PM Modi shared 

every Indian’s pride in three im-
portant milestones related to the 
huge goals that India is working 
on in Amrit Kaal, that were accom-
plished today.
He said, “Firstly, today 10 crore 

rural households of the country 
have been connected to piped clean 
water facility. This is a big success 
of the government’s campaign to 
deliver water to every household. 
This is a great example of ‘Sabka 

Prayas’”.Secondly, he congratulat-
ed Goa for becoming the first Har 
Ghar Jal certified state where ev-
ery household is connected to piped 
water. He also acknowledged Dadra 
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu 
as the first Union Territories to 
achieve the feat.
The Prime Minister praised the 

people, government and local 
self-government institutions for 
their efforts. He informed that 
many states are going to join the 
list very soon.
The third achievement, the Prime 

Minister informed, is that one lakh 
villages in different states of the 
country have turned ODF plus. Af-
ter the country was declared Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) a few years 
ago, the next resolution was to 
achieve ODF plus status for villag-
es, which means they should have 
community toilets, plastic waste 
management, grey water manage-
ment and Gobardhan projects. The 
Prime Minister praised the people, 
government and local self-govern-
ment institutions for their efforts. 
He informed that many states are 
going to join the list very soon.
The third achievement, the Prime 

Minister informed, is that one lakh 
villages in different states of the 
country have turned ODF plus. Af-
ter the country was declared Open 
Defecation Free (ODF) a few years 
ago, the next resolution was to 
achieve ODF plus status for villag-
es, which means they should have 
community toilets, plastic waste 
management, grey water manage-
ment and Gobardhan projects.

India needs long time to 

move away from Russia: US
WASHINGTON: The United States 

does not see the world “in zero sum 
terms” and understands that coun-
tries like India will need a long time 
to reorient their policies towards Rus-
sia, says the US State Department.
The department’s spokesperson 

Ned Price made these remarks at a 
Wednesday afternoon news briefing 
in Washington when reminded that 
India has recently increased its im-
ports of Russian oil and fertilisers 
and is holding joint military exercis-
es with Moscow. They’re also buying 
Russian air defence systems.
“It is not that we see the world in zero 

sum terms, all or nothing, all in with 
the United States or not at all,” Mr 
Price said. “We recognise that … ev-
ery country around the world is going 
to make its own sovereign decisions 
based on its own assessment of its in-
terests and its values.”
The United States, he said, should 

make it “clear how our shared inter-
ests and our shared values often do 
align, and the dividends that coun-
tries around the world could reap 
from partnership”.Mr Price was re-
sponding to an American journalist 
who interpreted India’s refusal to 
back the US position on Russia as a 
failure of Washington’s policymakers. 
“We have seen countries around the 
world speak clearly, including with 
their votes in the UN General Assem-
bly, against Russia’s aggression in 
Ukraine. But we also recognize...that 
this is not flipping a light switch,” Mr. 
Price said while answering a question 
on Russian oil imports by India.“This 
is something that especially for coun-
tries that have historical relation-
ships with Russia, relationships that, 
as is the case with India, extend back 
decades, it is going to be a long-term 

proposition to reorient foreign poli-
cy away from Russia,” he added. The 
United States, he said, should make it 
“clear how our shared interests and 
our shared values often do align, and 
the dividends that countries around 
the world could reap from partner-
ship”.Mr Price was responding to an 
American journalist who interpreted 
India’s refusal to back the US position 
on Russia as a failure of Washington’s 
policymakers. “We have seen coun-
tries around the world speak clearly, 
including with their votes in the UN 
General Assembly, against Russia’s 
aggression in Ukraine. But we also 
recognize...that this is not flipping 
a light switch,” Mr. Price said while 
answering a question on Russian oil 
imports by India.“This is something 
that especially for countries that have 
historical relationships with Russia, 
relationships that, as is the case with 
India, extend back decades, it is going 
to be a long-term proposition to reori-
ent foreign policy away from Russia,” 
he added.

Israeli forces raid 
offices of Palestinian 
rights groups
RAMALLAH: Israeli security forces on 

Thursday raided the offices of multiple Pal-
estinian human rights groups in the occu-
pied West Bank, which the state has brand-
ed “terrorist organisations”.
The military said soldiers and police offi-

cers “closed seven institutions and confis-
cated property” in the overnight raids.
At the Ramallah offices of human rights 

group Al Haq, the front door had been 
welded shut and a Hebrew statement left 
saying it would remain closed for “security 
reasons”.
“Any activity in this place jeopardises the 

security of the area, of the security forces 
and of public order,” said a statement.
Tel Aviv says struck ‘third country’ 

during recent Gaza fighting; Palestinian 
youth shot by troops in West Bank dies of 
wounds
A priest said an Anglican church on the 

building’s ground floor was damaged as 
troops sought to access the Al Haq offic-
es. “The soldiers came into the premises 
around 3:00am and we started hearing 
shots and banging on the doors,” Father 
Fadi Diab of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
said.
Al Haq is one of six Palestinian groups 

branded terrorist organisations by Israel 
in October for their alleged links to a leftist 
group — Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP). Israel has not publicly 
shared any evidence of the alleged ties to 
the PFLP.

Chinese Government Orders Dimming 

Lights Amidst Heatwave Power Crunch
Beijing: A provincial capital in south-

west China has dimmed outdoor adver-
tisements, subway lighting and building 
signs to save energy, official announce-
ments said, as the area battles a power 
crunch triggered by record-high tem-
peratures.
The mercury has soared beyond 40 de-

grees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) in Sich-
uan province this week, fuelling mas-
sive demand for air conditioning and 
drying up reservoirs in a region reliant 
on dams for most of its electricity.
Factories including a joint venture 

with Japanese car giant Toyota in pro-
vincial capital Chengdu have been 
forced to halt work, while millions in 
another city Dazhou grappled with roll-
ing power cuts.
“Hot and muggy weather has caused 

the city’s electricity supply for produc-
tion and daily life to be pushed to its lim-
it,” Chengdu’s urban management au-
thorities said in a notice on social media 
Thursday. Faced with a “most severe 
situation”, the city -- home to over 20 
million people -- ordered landscape illu-

mination and outdoor advertising lights 
to be switched off in notices issued Tues-
day, the statement said.
Building name signs will also be dark-

ened.
The Chengdu metro said in a video on 

China’s Twitter-like platform Weibo 
that it would also turn off advertisement 
lights and “optimise” the temperature 
in stations to save energy.
Photos circulating on Weibo showed 

dimmed lights on metro platforms, 
walkways and in malls, with commuters 
walking in partial darkness.
The searing heat is also drying up the 

critical Yangtze River, with water flow 
on its main trunk about 50 percent lower 
than the average over the last five years, 
state media outlet China News Service 
reported Thursday.
Sichuan’s power woes could have ripple 

effects on the wider Chinese economy -- 
the province is a key supplier of energy 
generated by hydropower to eastern in-
dustrial powerhouses including Jiangsu 
and Zhejiang.

Erdogan warns of ‘another Chernobyl’ after talks in Ukraine

Manish Sisodia No. 
1 Of 16 Accused In 
CBI Case On Delhi 
Liquor Policy

New Delhi: Manish Sisodia has been 
named as No. 1 of 16 accused in the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation’s first in-
formation report, or FIR, filed into the 
Delhi liquor policy case linked to the 
Deputy Chief Minister. CBI officers have 
been searching Mr Sisodia’s home since 
8 am today. The CBI carried out searches 
at Manish Sisodia’s home in Delhi and 20 
other locations across seven states. The 
mandatory sanction for registering a 
corruption case was given by Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena.Sources said the 
agency officials seized confidential offi-
cial files relating to the new excise pol-
icy from the home of a public servant. 
The location of the seizure is yet to be 
revealed. No cash recovery has been 
made so far. The searches are expected 

to continue.The probe agency has filed 
an FIR and is investigating the Delhi 
Excise Policy launched in November, 
under which liquor shop licenses were 
handed over to private players.Manish 
Sisodia, who oversees the Excise Depart-
ment, said the policy was meant to tackle 
corruption in government liquor outlets. 
This morning, Mr Sisodia tweeted: “CBI 
is here at my residence. I will cooperate 
with the probe agency, they will not find 
anything against me.”Mr Sisodia said 
the Centre was troubled by the “excel-
lent work done by the Delhi government 
in the health and education sector” and 
that is why ministers of both depart-
ments were targeted. Satyendar Jain, 
the Delhi Health Minister, has been in 
jail since May.Later, Delhi Chief Minis-

ter and AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal ad-
dressed a press conference and said that 
no raids could stop his party from doing 
good work for the people of the country. 
“Many obstacles will be created in our 
path in our mission. There have been 
raids in the past too, but nothing came 
out, and nothing will come out this time 
as well. We will fully cooperate with the 
CBI,” he said.AAP has accused the BJP 
of relentlessly targeting its ministers as 
part of its political plan to crush rivals. 
Mr Kejriwal said the CBI landed at Mr 
Sisodia’s doorstep the “day on which the 
Delhi education model was praised and 
Manish Sisodia’s picture was printed on 
the front page of America’s largest news-
paper NYT.” He said the NYT coverage 
proves Manish Sisodia .

LVIV: U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres urged Rus-
sia and Ukraine on Thursday 
to show a “spirit of compro-
mise” to ensure the continued 
success of a UN brokered deal, 
even as Turkish leader Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan warned of an 
impending nuclear disaster in 
Ukraine during his first face-
to-face talks with President 
Volodymyr Zelensky since 
the invasion began.“We are 
worried. We don’t want an-
other Chernobyl,” Erdogan 
said during a press conference 
in the eastern city of Lviv, 
during which he also assured 
the Ukrainian leader that An-
kara was a firm ally.“While 
continuing our efforts to find a 
solution, we remain on the side 
of our Ukraine friends,” Erdo-
gan said.Guterres said he was 
“gravely concerned” about 
the situation at the plant and 
said it had to be demilitarised, 
adding: “We must tell it like it 
is — any potential damage to 
Zaporizhzhia is suicide”.UN 
chief, Turkish president meet 
Zelensky; Ukrainian leader 
‘surprised’ to hear of Russian 
peace overtures

Erdogan, who has major geo-
political rivalries with the 
Kremlin but maintains a close 

working relationship with 
President Vladimir Putin, 
met with the Russian leader 
less than two weeks ago in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi.
The Turkish leader along with 

Guterres were key brokers of 
a deal inked in Istanbul last 
month allowing the resump-
tion of grain exports from 
Ukraine after Russia’s inva-
sion blocked essential global 

supplies.
Ahead of the press conference 

with Zelensky, Ukraine’s port 

authority announced that the 
25th cargo ship under the deal 
had departed for Egypt carry-
ing 33,000 tonnes of grain.
Guterres said after talks in 

the western Ukrainian city of 
Lviv that 21 ships had depart-
ed from Ukrainian ports under 
the deal in less than a month, 
and 15 vessels had left Istanbul 
for Ukraine to load up with 
grain and other food supplies.

“Since the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, I have been clear: 
There is no solution to the 
global food crisis without en-
suring full global access to 
Ukraines food products and 
Russian food and fertilisers,” 
he told reporters in Lviv.
“But it is only the beginning. 

I urge all parties to ensure 
continued success.” He said 
the signatories to the agree-
ment had worked profession-
ally and in good faith to keep 
the food flowing. Ahead of the 
press conference with Zelen-
sky, Ukraine’s port authority 
announced that the 25th car-
go ship under the deal had 
departed for Egypt carrying 
33,000 tonnes of grain.Guterres 
said after talks in the western 
Ukrainian city of Lviv that 
21 ships had departed from 
Ukrainian ports under the 
deal in less than a month, and 
15 vessels had left Istanbul for 
Ukraine to load up with grain 
and other food supplies.
“Since the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine, I have been clear: 
There is no solution to the 
global food crisis without en-
suring full global access.

Kim Jong Un’s Sister Slams South 

Korea’s Nuclear Deal, Calls It “Stupid”

T
he influential sis-
ter of North Kore-
an leader Kim Jong 

Un rejected a disarma-
ment-for-aid deal offered 
by South Korea’s presi-
dent, calling it a “stupid” 
plan and dismissing the 
idea of engaging with 
Seoul.
Kim Yo Jong told South 

Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol to “stop dream-
ing in vain,” the state’s 
official Korean Central 
News Agency reported 
Friday. The comments 
added to the heated rhet-
oric she has fired off to-
ward Yoon’s government 
this month, which has set 
the stage for Pyongyang 
to resume tests of weap-
ons related to its nuclear 
program that have been 

put on hold as it battled a 
Covid outbreak.
Yoon’s proposal was “as 

stupid as trying to dry 
the dark blue ocean and 
turn it into a mulberry 
field,” Kim Yo Jong said, 
adding North Korea had 
no intention of getting rid 
of its nuclear arsenal and 
the weapons were not a 
subject for political bar-
gaining.
“We just don’t like Yoon 

Suk Yeol as a human be-
ing,” Kim Yo Jong said of 
the conservative South 
Korean leader who took 
office in May and pledged 
to take a hard line toward 
Pyongyang.
Yoon this week offered 

an “audacious initiative” 
of food, energy, and infra-
structure aid for Pyong-

yang if it decides to give 
up its atomic weapons. 
He offered an opening for 
North Korea to get back 
to stalled talks by saying 
at a news conference aid 
could start even before 
the end of the state’s nu-
clear program, as long as 
Pyongyang shows a “firm 
will” that puts it on a path 
for denuclearization.

Russian ship carried ‘stolen’ 

grain to Syria, alleges Ukraine
BEIRUT: A Russian cargo 

ship allegedly carrying stolen 
Ukrainian grain has reached 
Syria, Kyiv’s embassy in Bei-
rut said on Thursday, the lat-
est in a series of contested ship-
ments arriving in the war-torn 
country.“According to our 
information, SV KONSTAN-
TIN has docked in Syria,” the 
embassy said in a statement.
It said the ship was carrying 
“grains that were plundered 
and illegally transported by 
the Russian occupation au-
thorities”, adding that the ves-
sel was initially destined for 
the Lebanese port of Tripoli.
Ukraine has repeatedly ac-

cused Russian forces of ran-
sacking its grain warehouses 
since they invaded the country 
in late February.The embas-
sy’s statement came as anoth-
er cargo ship carrying the first 
shipment of grain allowed to 
leave Ukraine under a UN-
backed deal reportedly unload-

ed its cargo at the Syrian port 
of Tartus, which is managed by 
a Russian firm.The Sierra Le-
one-flagged vessel Razoni was 
expected to arrive in Lebanon, 
but the shipment’s five-month 
delay prompted the Lebanese 
buyer to cancel the deal once 
the ship was already at sea, 
Ukrainian officials had said.
According to Samir Madani, 
co-founder of oil shipping mon-
itoring website TankerTrack-
ers.com, the vessel docked in 
Tartus earlier this week.
Satellite imagery appeared to 

show that the ship — which 
was carrying 26,000 tonnes of 
corn — was unloading its car-
go, Madani tweeted on Thurs-
day.Earlier this month, a Syr-
ian-flagged ship was briefly 
seized by Lebanese authorities 
following similar claims by the 
Ukrainian embassy that it was 
laden with stolen cargo.Leba-
non later released the Laodicea 
vessel after investigations.
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MIr waIz
 Earlier, the Grand Mufti of Jammu and Kashmir and se-
nior leader of Muttahida Majlis-e-Ulema Mufti Nasir-ul-Is-
lam demanded the immediate release of Mirwaiz Farooq.

sub Inspector
candidates need not to worry, they will qualify again. But 
gone are the days when people will be selected by running 
a racket.”
The recruitment process was conducted by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Service Selection Board.

handwara
Ahmad Mir, son fo Mohammad Ramzan of Sagipora
“They have been arrested and based on their disclosure, 
a cache of arms and ammunition has been recovered by 
a joint team of Jammu and Kashmir Police, Army 21RR 
and 92 Bn CRPF. The recovery includes 02 Pistols, 04 pistol 
magazines and 58 pistol rounds, and 06 grenades,” it added.
As per the statement further investigation into the matter 
is underway.

MIlItant
dead”, an official said, adding  he suffered a heart attack.
The 36-year old Muni, who belonged to Rampura village 
of Kathua district, was slapped with charges 121 (Wag-
ing, or attempting to wage war, or abetting waging of war 
against the Government of India), 121a (conspiracy) /122 
(collecting arms with intention of waging war against the 
Government of India) of IPC, Explosive Substance Act, 16 
(recruits any person or persons for commission of a terror-
ist act), 18 (hatching conspiracy) and 20 (being member of 
terrorist organisation) of UAPA and sent to Kotbalwal jail 
on August 10.
The case was initially registered at the Rajbagh police sta-
tion in Kathua on May 29 and was re-registered by the NIA 
on July 30.
The NIA on Thursday carried out searches in five districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir in connection with its investiga-
tion into the dropping of weapons by Pakistani drones 
along the International Border, an official said.
According to police, the module was in operation for over 
two years and was involved in collection and ferrying of 
weapons and explosives dropped via drones from the Paki-
stani side along the International Border.

chIna
importing discounted Russian oil, saying India is not the 
only oil importing country.
The US and European nations have imposed heavy sanc-
tions on Russia since Moscow sent troops into Ukraine on 
February 24.
India has raised oil imports from Russia after the Ukraine 
war despite criticism from the West and continues to en-
gage with Moscow for business.
Jaishankar, who arrived in Bangkok on Tuesday, co-
chaired the 9th India-Thailand Joint Commission Meeting 
with his Thai counterpart and Deputy Prime Minister Don 
Pramudwinai on Wednesday during which they discussed 
advancing bilateral contacts in political, economic, securi-
ty and defence, connectivity and health domains.

covId
mu division and 2432 in Kashmir division.
The Bulletin also informs that 17,287 doses of COVID Vac-
cine have been administered in the last 24 hours across 
Jammu and Kashmir bringing the cumulative number of 
doses administered to 2,40,42,435 till date.
The Bulletin further said that out of 26347378 test results 
available, 475424 samples have tested positive and 25871954 
samples have been tested as negative till date. Besides, 
11,196 COVID tests have been conducted in last 24 hours.
Till date 6699563 persons have been enlisted for observa-
tion which included 149 persons in home quarantine in-
cluding facilities operated by government, 3162in isolation 
and 352in home surveillance. Besides, 6691121 persons 
have completed their surveillance period.
Providing district-wise breakup for positive cases for to-
day, the Bulletin informs that in Kashmir division, Sri-
nagar reported 103 cases, Baramulla reported 55 cases, 
Budgam 28 cases, Pulwama reported 14 cases, Kupwara 
reported 17 cases, Anantnag reported13 cases, Bandipora 
reported 07 cases, Ganderbal reported 07 cases, Kulgam 
reported 28 case while as Shopian reported 02 fresh cases 
for today.
Similarly in Jammu division, Jammu reported 27 cases, 
Udhampur 00, Rajouri 01, Doda 03, Kathua 02, Samba 00, 
Kishtwar 00, Poonch 04, Ramban 04 while as Reasi report-
ed no fresh case for today.

pcc
“When the seniors are ignored and juniors are given re-
sponsibility, such things are bound to happen,” sources 
close to Saroori said.
Earlier, Azad did not agree to take charge as the Campaign 
Committee chairman. Moreover, three other loyalists of 
the former J&K CM also resigned from the committees to 
which they were appointed.
While former MLAs Gulzar Ahmed Wani and Choudhary 
Mohd Akram resigned from the Pradesh Election Commit-
tee, another ex-legislator Haji Abdul Rashid Dar quit as 
the primary member of the party.
Meanwhile, newly appointed JKPCC president Vikar Ra-
sool said that he will try to unite all miffed leadership be 
establishing one to one contact.
“The developments in the party are result of our healthy 
inner democracy. There are many who might not happy 
but my priority is to meet everyone and unite them to 
make Congress party strong,” said Vikar Rasool.
On being considered as junior by some leaders Vikar said 
that he is third generation Congress leaders, who won 
three elections in row and also servied in organization 
from district to national level.
“My father was an MLC, my uncle was Congress leader I 
am third generation Congress men with 24 years of orga-
nizational experience from district level to national level,” 
he said.
On resentment among Azad and other leaders, Vikar said 
“I am not reasons for Azad’s refusals take charge as Head 
of Election Campaign Committee”.
“Azad is Congress party’s senior leader and he took deci-
sion on his own, I am not reason behind it,” Vikar said.
Earlier, former JKPCC president Mir had resigned from 
his post in June. The party had held a series of meetings 
with the senior leaders in New Delhi to finalise the new 
team for J&K. Congress sources said that Mir, who re-
mained the president of the J&K Congress since 2015, was 
asked to quit to pave way for the new organisational set-
up.
Wani, 46, was considered close and loyal to Azad, who 
holds sway in both the provinces of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Wani had also served as the minister of state.
Recently, the Congress had appointed senior leader Ra-
man Bhalla from Jammu as its working president to keep 
a balance of power between the two regions of the UT.

hawala
central agencies on Thursday, they said.
During interrogation, Yaseen revealed to the police that 
hawala money was being routed to India through South 

Africa and collected in Surat and Mumbai.
He ran a garment business in Meena Bazaar and was the 
Delhi link to send this money to militant operatives in 
Jammu and Kashmir through couriers, Special Commis-
sioner of Police (Special Cell) HGS Dhaliwal said.
The officer said recently, Rs 24 lakh hawala money was 
sent from South Africa to support militant activities in 
India. Out of this, Yaseen transferred Rs 17 lakh through 
two couriers to an operative named Abdul Hamid Mir in 
Jammu and Kashmir.
The police, however, arrested Mir from Jammu bus stand 
on Wednesday and recovered Rs 10 lakh cash from him. 
The remaining Rs 7 lakh were recovered from his house, 
Dhaliwal said.

bjp
targeting civilians in the valley to terrorize the people,” 
he said.
He added, “People were not forced to hoist tricolor on In-
dependence Day. BJP believes in nation first and party 
second.”

waqf
take care of the shrines and people go to them for prayer, 
blessings and even healing. They give tabaruks (food or 
amulet blessed with special prayers) to the people and get 
offerings locally known as “Niyaz” in return.
Bukhari has expressed his concern over the Waqf Board’s 
decision to remove the caretakers from the shrines and 
impose a ban on donation collection in J&K shrines.
Bukhari said, “I am surprised over the Waqf Board’s deci-
sion to impose a ban on the traditional system of donation 
collections at the shrines and put an end to the institution 
of Sajjada Nashin in these revered places.”
Bukhari urged the Waqf Board to hold its decision to pave 
a way for extensive consultation on it. He said, “No one 
must have any objection if reforms are needed. But, given 
the religious and cultural sensitivity of the issue, initia-
tives must be taken after deliberations and consultations 
with the concerned stakeholders.”

janMashtaMI
“All religions have conveyed the same message but certain 
forces do not want us to live in peace and harmony. Today, 
our Shobha Yatra has been made possible due to locals in 
Kashmiri. We all – Hindus, Sikhs, and Muslims have to be 
united and make the country strong.”
Chanting ‘Hare Krishna’ amid the blowing of conch shells 
and chants of Vedic hymns, Janmashtami processions 
were taken out in other parts of Kashmir as well including 
Mattan in Anantnag district and Handwara in Kupwara 
district.
Temples across the Valley saw a decent rush of devotees 
including the revered Kheer Bhawani shrine at Tulmulla 
in the Ganderbal district.
Mohan Lal Bindroo, who celebrated the festival at Tulmul-
la, too prayed for peace that prevailed ‘before 1990’.
“We stay at Jawahar Nagar and today we came to Tulmul-
la especially to pray to Mata that the same peace prevails 
that was here before 1990. We prayed for the betterment 
of the situation so the same brotherhood prevails as we 
would see before 1990,” he said.
The priest at the Kheer Bhawani temple also said they 
prayed for peace and communal harmony.
“We prayed that peace and harmony should prevail in the 
country and all – whether Hindu or Muslims live togeth-
er,” he said.

shopIan
body will be handed over to his legal heirs after medico-le-
gal formalities.
Meanwhile, investigation in this regard has been set into 
motion.

police arrest 4 drug peddlers in tral
Srinagar, Aug 19: Jammu and Kashmir Police on 

Friday claimed to have arrested four drug peddlers 
and recovered 433 kg of grinded poppy straw from their 
possession in Awantipora.

Police Station Tral received specific information that one 
Showkat Ahmad Bhat, a resident of Nadar Tral in south 
Kashmir, was involved in drug peddling having hoarded 
huge quantity of narcotic substances at his residential 
house.
A police party with the concerned Executive Magistrate 
raided the specific spot and recovered 433 Kgs of grinded 
Poppy Straw from his house, police said.
The accused along with other three associates were arrest-
ed. They have been identified as Tawseef Ahmad Rather, 
Muzafar Ahmad Lone and Mohammd Saleem Khan.
A case has been registered at Police Station Tral and fur-
ther investigation has been initiated.

hydrogen startup funding helps India to make 

hub of green hydrogen: jitendra singh
New Delhi, Aug 19 (UNI) Minister of State in Prime Minis-
ter Office, Dr Jitendra Singh said that the Hydrogen Start-
up funding is in tune with Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s vision of National Hydrogen Mission (NHM), with an 
aim to aid the government in meeting its climate targets 
and making India a green hydrogen hub.
The Minister stated this during the announcement of fi-
nancial aid of Rs 3.29 crore to a Hydrogen StartUp from 
Maharashtra for indigenous development of Hydrogen 
Sensing & Analysis Technology on Friday.
“This will help in meeting the target of production of 5 
million tonnes of Green hydrogen by 2030 and the related 
development of renewable energy capacity, ‘ the Minister 
said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched the National 
Hydrogen Mission on India’s 75th Independence Day, last 
year from ramparts of the Red Fort to make India a hub of 
“Green Hydrogen”.
Dr Jitendra Singh presided over the signing of an MoU 
between Technology Development Board under DST and 
M/s Multi Nano Sense Technologies Private Limited, Ma-
harashtra to support the manufacturing of Hydrogen sen-
sors indigenously.
The Minister said the company is developing an indige-
nous cutting edge hydrogen analysis sensor for new age 
applications. The development is also related to the uni-
versal miniaturised core sensor designs for leak detection 
and/ or analysis of hydrogen.
According to the official statement, the patented hydrogen 
gas sensor and analyser is based on a core sensor; which 
has been conceptualised, developed, manufactured and 
serviced entirely in India.
The Minister informed that at present, it is heavily depen-
dent on importing sensors, as all core sensor elements are 
imported from China, USA, UK, Japan and Germany.
Dr Jitendra Singh said, the demand for energy is growing 
and with the limitation of existing resources, there is a 
need for an alternative fuel.
He said, ‘Hydrogen’ envisages being the future fuel to re-
place fossil fuel and therefore production of Hydrogen fuel 
by using power from renewable energy, termed as green 
hydrogen is one of the major requirements towards envi-
ronmentally sustainable energy security of the nation.
The Minister added that as per NITI Aayog’s report titled 
‘Harnessing Green Hydrogen: Opportunities for Deep De-
carbonisation in India’ Hydrogen will provide a pathway 
to accelerate the emergence of a green hydrogen economy, 
which is critical for India to achieve its net-zero ambitions.

burglars loot 3 shops, house 
in surankote poonch

M S Nazki

Poonch, Aug 19  Burglars targeted three shops and a house 
in Surankote area of Poonch last night and allegedly de-
camped with goods worth lakhs of rupees.
Locals told HT that theft occurred in three shops and a 
house near BDO office Surankote. 
The shops, they said, include that of Abdul Ghani (sold 
and silver shop), Rohil Dutta (Mobile Shop)and Moham-
mad Latief (provisional store). A rented house belonging 
to Prevaiz Ahmad was also looted, they said.    
The locals expressed resentment over alleged lack of ac-
tion on part of the Police and urged the law enforcing agen-
cy to acted more “promptly then they do.” 
SHO Surankote Rajveer Singh told HT a team of police is 
on job. “FSL teams were also called to the spot and all tech-
nological aids are being utilized along with regular mea-
sures,” he added. 

director sKIMs discusses establishment of cadaver 
organ transplant program with Mohfw team

Srinagar August 19 (KNS):  Director SKIMS Prof. Parvaiz 
A. Koul today had a detailed discussion with  visiting team 
from MOHFW Govt of India about establishment of Cadav-
er Organ Transplant  Program at SKIMS. 
In a statement issued to Kashmir News Service (KNS), 
Prof. Parvaiz A Koul  apprised the team about the func-
tioning of Kidney Transplant Program at SKIMS and de-
sired the urgent need for establishing the Cadaver organ 
retrieval Centre at SKIMS. 
Later the meeting was conducted  under the chairman-
ship of HOD Urology & Kidney Transplant Unit  Dr. M 
Saleem Wani with the visiting team on  National Organ 
Transplant  Program and starting  of Cadaver Transplant 
Program at SKIMS.  The meeting was attended by Dr. Sha-
zia Wafai senior Regional Director Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare Govt. Of India and Mr Irfan Ahmad Lone  
transplant coordinator SOTTO J& K. During the meeting 
threadbare discussion was held regarding Cadaver Trans-
plant program and it’s awareness amongst the medical 
professionals and the general public.
Prof. Saleem Wani briefed the participants about the ongo-
ing Kidney Transplant Program at SKIMS and said SKIMS 
has a well established Kidney Transplant Centre and is 
successfully conducting kidney transplants since 1999 and 
emphasised for Cadaver retrieval Centre at SKIMS and un-
derlined need for liberal financial assistance for the same. 
The team decided to have sustained campaign for the de-
ceased donor program and establishment of green corri-
dors for organ transport. Prof. saleem wani informed the 
visiting team about the cadaver transplant awareness pro-
gram conducted by the department in SKIMS  8 years back 
in March 2014 and the organ pledge done first time in J & K 
during that program .
The visiting team from MOHFW expressed satisfaction for 
successful Kidney Transplant Program at SKIMS and ap-
preciated Transplant Team headed by Prof. Saleem Wani 
for successful management of the program. (KNS)

Mahatma Gandhi statue in 
new York smashed amid wave of 

continued attacks

New York, Aug 19: A statue of Mahatma Gandhi in front 
of a temple in New York has been toppled and smashed in 
the second attack on the memorial this month and a local 
volunteer watch group has sprung into action to protect 
it.The incident in the early hours of Tuesday was the 
latest in a series of attacks on Gandhi statues in the US . 
Six men destroyed the statue at the Sri Tulsi Mandir with 
a sledgehammer and painted hate-filled words, around it 
and on the road, according to media reports quoting po-
lice.The statue had been vandalised earlier on August 3 
and knocked over, according to the Queens Daily Eagle. 
Police released a surveillance video of the men between 
25-30 years who are suspected of involvement in the at-
tack.They fled the scene in a white Mercedes Benz and in 
a dark-coloured car that may be a Toyota Camry used as 
a for-hire vehicle, according to police.Assembly Member 
Jennifer Rajkumar, the first Hindu elected to the New 
York State legislature, told CBS New York TV on Thurs-
day: “When the Gandhi statue was vandalised, that really 
flew in the face of all of our beliefs and it’s very disturb-
ing for the community.”“To know that Gandhi represents 
peace and somebody would come and just target the stat-
ue and vandalize it, it’s very sad,” temple founder Pandit 
Maharaj told the New York Post.Meanwhile, volunteer 
watch group, the Cityline Ozone Park Civilian Patrol, 
tweeted on Thursday that its members increased their 
presence around the temple.“We increased our presence 
at Tulsi Mandir and were happy to see (police from) the 
106 Precinct there as well. A big thank you to our four 
volunteers who were out for 7 hours overnight,” it said 
in a tweet.After the first attack, Rajkumar had brought 
together several elected officials, including House of Rep-
resentatives Foreign Affairs Committee Gregory Meeks, 
to condemn the attack and demand police action.“Acts 
of hate have no place in our community and nation and 
the perpetrators need to be held accountable,” Meeks was 
quoted by the Daily Eagle.The temple is located in South 
Richmond Park, an area with many people of Indian de-
scent.A combination of leftists and Khalistanis have tar-
geted Gandhi statues across the US, sometimes by cir-
culating petitions for removing them, as in the case of 
another statue in New York City that was also vandalised 
by placing a shroud over it, and at other times by damag-
ing them.During the protests against police excesses in 
February 2020, a statue in Washington had vile personal 
attacks on Gandhi and anti-India slogans painted on it. 
It was vandalised again in December that year by pro-
Khalistani elements during a protest in support of the 
farmers’ agitation in India.In another incident, a statue 
of Gandhi was cut at its leg and toppled over and its head 
was cut in half in Davis, California, in January last year. 
The same statue had also been vandalised with slogans 
in June 2020.Speaking to New York Post, Rajkumar not-
ed that “Hindu hate is on the rise”.A recent report by the 
Network Contagion Lab at Rutgers University said that 
it found evidence of a sharp rise in hate speech directed 
toward the Hindu community and blamed White suprem-
acists for it.However, the appearance of the suspects in 
the video released by police does appear to be White.More-
over, Maharaj told the local news outlet QNS: “The first 
time it happened the person was speaking Spanish. This 
time, they were speaking in Hindi.”Rajkumar told QNS: “I 
have spoken with government leaders across the country. 
All are committed to re-doubling our efforts to combat an-
ti-Hindu hate.”–(IANS)

Perpetrators of Shopian killing want to derail, 
development, trust and peace in J&K initiated 

by PM Modi: Tarun Chugh
Srinagar, August 16 (KNS): BJP national general secre-
tary, Kashmir incharge Tarun Chugh today condemned 
the attack on Kashmiri pandit brothers in Shopian.
 Speaking to KNS, BJP leader said, “ I strongly condemn 
terror attack on the pandit brothers in Shopian .My 
thoughts are with the family of Sunil Kumar.The barbaric 
act of killing innocent people is against humanity &  perpe-
trators of this cowardly act shall be brought to justice. All 
those part of terrorist ecosystem which led to the killing 
of the innocent civilian who were working in their fields 
won’t be spared.”
 He added that security forces wont leave the perpetrators 
to survive for a long time.
“ They will meet their end soon,” he said.
He also said , “Terrorists actually want to derail develop-
ment, trust of people of J&K and peace in J&K which was 
made possible due to various initiatives under the direc-
tions of prime Minister of Narendra Modi.(KNS) 

tangdar j&K bank branch 
operates in tin-shed

Karnah, Aug 19 (KNS): Jammu and Kashmir Bank unit 
located at Tangdar area of North kashmir’s Kupwara dis-
trict is functioning from a tin shed which is causing incon-
venience to the staff as well as customers.
 Customers including women, senior citizens and Special-
ly abled people can be seen waiting outside the bank in 
rain and sun.
Meanwhile construction work of a new building of J&K 
Bank is going on at a snails pace for the last three years.
Residents demanded  early completion of  the work so that 
people can avail banking facilities in a hassle free manner.
Residents also said ATM remained out of order for most of 
the time during last month.(KNS).

educatIon: with single 
classroom, this bandipora school 

has 2 teachers for 100 students
Bandipora, Aug 19 (KNO): Government primary school in 
upper-Kudara, a remote area in Bandipora district has just 
one classroom for about 100 students.
Locals told news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO) 
that the smooth functioning of the primary school has been 
affected over the years as the school has just one room to 
accommodate 100 students while there are only two teach-
ers which creates more problems for students.
The residents said they approached higher authorities 
several times,but nothing was done for the school.
"Seeing the condition of the school, one gets disappointed. 
The administration should think about it. Don't the stu-
dents of this remote area deserve a good education?" asked 
Fayaz Ahmad.
"We have no drinking water here, no electricity, no play-
ground nor a proper washroom. Besides, we do not feel safe 
in this building," Majid Khan, a student said. "We should 
have a good building in which we will feel comfortable to 
study," he added.
"We appeal to the Deputy Commissioner Bandipora, Dr 
Owais Ahmad to look into the matter and direct the con-
cerned authorities to get the issue redressed at the earli-
est,” the students said—(KNO)

Govt warns agencies offering pvt security services

‘home dept directs owners to verify 
employees’ character, antecedents’

Srinagar, Aug 19 (KNO): The J&K government has direct-
ed the agencies offering private security to verify the char-
acter and antecedents of the employees, warning stern ac-
tion against the violators.
As per news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO), the 
move comes after the government has observed that some 
private security agencies have engaged or employed per-
sons as security guards and supervisors without verifica-
tion of character and antecedents.
Already, the government has notified the Jammu & Kash-
mir Private Security Agencies (Regulation) Rules, 2022, in 
May this year, with an aim to regulate the functioning of 
Private Security Agencies (PSA) operating within the J&K 
UT.
“Amongst other stipulations, Rule 7 of the Rules, provides 
that before any person is employed or engaged as a Securi-
ty Guard or Supervisor, the agency shall satisfy itself with 
the Character and Antecedents of such person in the man-
ner as prescribed in the said Rule,” an official document of 
the J&K Home Department reads.
It states that the Rule 4(7) provides that the Licensee shall 
immediately intimate the controlling authority about any 
Criminal ‘Charges framed against the persons forming the 
agency or against a private security guard or supervisor 
engaged or employed by the agency in the course of perfor-
mance of duties as PSA.
“A copy of such communication shall also be sent to the 
Officer in-charge of the Police Station where the person 
charged against resides,” the document reads.
The directions have been issued at a time when many 
agencies in Kashmir are also offering domestic helps and 
maids.
These rules according to officials are also applicable to 
them as well.
In the past, several instances of domestic helps fleeing 
from homes and indulging in criminal activities have 
come to the fore in the Valley.
Meanwhile the official document reads that the Rule 4(12) 
of the regulation Act provides that after commencement of 
its business, the security agencies shall provide monthly 
list of its management and those engaged by it to the con-
trolling authority.
“They should also share such a list to the officer in-charge 
of the Police Station where the registered office is situat-
ed,” the document reads.
Notably the, J&K Home Department has appointed the 
controlling authority for issuance of licenses under the 
PSA Regulation Act, 2005 and the rules made there under.
“However, it has come to the notice of the Controlling Au-
thority that some private security agencies have engaged 
or employed persons as security guards and supervisors 
without verification of character and antecedents,” the 
document reads.
The government has observed that intimation regarding 
the framing of criminal charges against the persons form-
ing the agency or against private security guards or super-
visors engaged or employed by the Agencies in the course 
of performance of duties was not brought to the notice of 
the controlling authority.
“The security agencies are not providing monthly lists as 
envisaged under Rules 4(12), which makes such agencies 
liable for action,” the document reads.
The government has enjoined upon all the private security 
agencies to get the verification of character and anteced-
ents of security guards or supervisors done before employ-
ing them as stipulated in the Rules.
“Any criminal charges framed against any persons form-
ing the agency or against private security guards or super-
visors engaged or employed by the agency should be bring 
to the notice of the controlling authority,” the document 
reads.
The government has also directed the agencies to provide 
monthly list of management and those engaged by the se-
curity agencies to the officer in-charge of the concerned 
Police Station.
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“Keeping It Very Simple”: Rohit Sharma 
Explains His Captaincy Mantra

INDIAN ARMY ORGANISES

 MACHHAL CRICKET PREMIER 

LEAGUE
Kupwara, 19 Aug 2022. Indian Army organised Mach-
hal Cricket Premier Leagueto engage the youth of this 
remote area in sporting activities and to provide anex-
posure to tournaments. This initiative has been formed 
under the umbrella ofSadhbhavana projects which 
focuses on socio economic development of this remote-
belt.Machhal Cricket Premier League was conducted 
from 12 Jul to 18 Aug 2022.
A total of 16 teams participated and 56 matches were 
played during the tournament.The final match of this 
tournament was played between Chountiwari Bala 
and SheikhEleven Dudi in which Chountiwari Bala 
emerged as champions, beating SheikhEleven Dudi by 
5 wickets. All the members of the winning team were 
felicitated withmedals and cricket kits.The locals of 
Machhal Bowl highly appreciated the event which will 
instil asense of sportsmanship amongst the youth.

England vs South Africa, 1st 
Test, Anrich Nortje Strikes 
Thrice In Quick Succession, 
South Africa Close In On Win
 
Anrich Nortje dismissed Jonny Bairstow, Alex Lees and 
Ben Foakes in quick succession to increase the prob-
lems for England as the side struggles to get going in 
its second innings of the ongoing first Test at Lord’s on 
Friday. South Africa’s Keshav Maharaj had dismissed 
Zak Crawley and Ollie Pope to put England in trouble. 
Later, Lungi Ngidi dismissed Joe Root cheaply and Nort-
je made things further tough for the hosts. England had 
earlier bundled out South Africa for 326 runs but not be-
fore the latter could take a 161-run first-innings lead. Stu-
art Broad and Ben Stokes claimed three wickets apiece, 
while Matty Potts took two. James Anderson and Jack 
Leach shared a wicket apiece. Overnight battter Marco 
Jansen was dismissed by Stuart Broad on 48 runs, while 
Kagiso Rabada had departed only on the third ball of the 
day on 3 runs. South Africa had resumed their innings on 
Friday at the score of 289 for 7, with a 124-run lead over 
England. The guests had bundled out the hosts for 165 
runs in the first innings, thanks to Rabada’s five-wicket 
haul (5 for 52). Meanwhile, Anrich Nortje (3 for 63) and 
Marco Jansen (2 for 30) claimed the rest five wickets for 
South Africa.

Super Smash T20 Cup Tarzova Edition-II 

Wular Stars Tarzova Thrashed A-One 

Cricket Club Panzipora By 9 Wickets 

Lone Musaib

In the ongoing Super Smash T20 Cup Tarzova Edition-II 
Wular Stars Tarzova defeated A-one Cricket Club Panzipora 
by 9-Wickets. After winning the toss A-One Cricket Club 
Panzipora opt bat first and were bundled-out for the paltry 
score of 63 runs.
Sajad Ahmad took 4-wickets in his four overs,Conceded 
only 6 runs while Jaharat took 2 wickets for Wular Stars 
Tarzova .In reply Wular stars Tarzova  chased the target 
in just 7 overs for the loss of only 1 wicket. Rashid made 
38 runs While  Nasir Dar added 17 runs for Wular Stars 
Tarzova.
  Sajad Ahmad was declared player of the match for his 
brilliant bowling performance.
This tournament is sponsored by SKIE Classes Raj Bagh/
Parreypora Srinagar.

Underwater Sports 
Championship begins 
at Nigeen
ZAID RIYAZ 

The 3 day Bakeman Underwater Sports Championship 
2022 begins at Water Sports Center Nigeen. The event was 
inaugurated by Syed Shahid Afzal Zadie (President Swim 
N Survival Society - Kashmir in presence of Riyaz Wani 
noted Swimming Expert, Yasir Makhdoomi Secretary Un-
derwater Sports Association of J&K along other prominent 
members of Association and Society. More than 115 swim-
mers from different age categories participated in differ-
ent events.Mohammad Eisa Kozgar finished first in 100m 
Bi Fin (12-13year) while as Saulah Bilal Khan and Ibrahim 
Khan finished 2nd and 3rd.Sheikh Momin Bin Tariq fin-
ished first in 100m Bi Fin (11 years and below) while as 
Inaam Ullah and Zaid Bin Riyaz finished 2nd and 3rd.Zain-
ab Bint Riyaz finished first in 50m Fun Race Girls while 
as Tazkiya Zehra and Anabia Chesti finished 2nd and 3rd.
Zoobiya Tariq finished first in 100m Free Style Girls while 
as Zahrah Afaq Beg and Fatima Imran finished 2nd and 
3rd.The event of was organized by Underwater Sports 
Association of J&K facilitated and sponsored by Swim N 
Survival Society Kashmir, Shah Steel House and Bakeman 
Home Appliances.

Rohit Sharma led Indian Premier 
League side Mumbai Indians to a 
record five titles before he became 
India’s all-format captain. While he 
was handed the white-ball captain-
cy of the national team in December 
last year, Rohit was elected as the 
full-time Test captain of India in Feb-
ruary, 2022. Talking about his style 
of captaincy, the right-handed bat-
ter said that he tries to keep things 
simple. Rohit added that confusion 
among players and their roles is the 
last thing he would want under his 
captaincy. ”What I have done over 
the years with the Mumbai Indians 
franchise and also the time that I 
have led India, it’s just keeping it 
very-very simple and not complicate 
things too much. Making sure that... 
Whatever I have spoken of before 
about giving the guys that freedom. 
Making them understand what their 
role is. That is what I will be expect-
ing of myself, that’s what I want to do 
for the team, for the players to make 
sure there is no confusion,” said Ro-
hit in a video posted by Star Sports 
on Twitter.
While Rohit, like several other se-
nior players, has been rested for In-
dia’s ongoing three-match ODI series 
vs Zimbabwe, his next assignment 
will be the upcoming Asia Cup that 

kicks off on August 27. It is worth 
noting that India will start their cam-

paign at the continental event with a 
match against arch-rivals Pakistan 
at the Dubai International Stadium 
on August 28. “That (confusion) is 
the last thing you want, especially 
when you are playing a high-profile 
tournament. We want to make sure 
all of that is taken care of and that’s 
where my role becomes very, very 
crucial along with Rahul (Dravid) 
bhai. We will try and keep our focus 
on that. But for me, It’s very simple. 
I try and keep things literally very, 

very simple,” added Rohit. While he 
was handed the white-ball captain-
cy of the Indian team in December, 
2021, Rohit Sharma was elected as 
the full-time Test captain of the side 
in February this year. I have spoken 
of before about giving the guys that 
freedom. Making them understand 
what their role is. That is what I will 
be expecting of myself, that’s what I 
want to do for the team, for the play-
ers to make sure there is no confu-
sion,” said Rohit in a video posted by 
Star Sports on Twitter.
While Rohit, like several other senior 
players, has been rested for India’s 
ongoing three-match ODI series vs 
Zimbabwe, his next assignment will 
be the upcoming Asia Cup that kicks 
off on August 27. It is worth noting 
that India will start their campaign 
at the continental event with a match 
against arch-rivals Pakistan at the 
Dubai International Stadium on Au-
gust 28. “That (confusion) is the last 
thing you want, especially when you 
are playing a high-profile tourna-
ment. We want to make sure all of 
that is taken care of and that’s where 
my role becomes very, very crucial 
along with Rahul (Dravid) bhai. We 
will try and keep our focus on that. 
But for me, It’s very simple. I try and 
keep things literally.

World Cup ticket sales 
approach 2.5 million, says FIFA
DOHA: A total of 2.45 million 
tickets have been sold for this 
year’s World Cup in Qatar 
after over half a million were 
snapped up in the latest sales 
period, world football 
governing body FIFA 
announced on Thursday.
FIFA said that 520,532 were 
sold in the first-come, first-
served phase between July 5 
and August 16, with Qatar, 
the United States, England, 
Saudi Arabia, Mexico, the 
United Arab Emirates, France, 
Argentina, Brazil and Germany 
the leading countries of 
residence for those purchasing 
match tickets.FIFA stated that 
the most popular games for 
ticket sales include Brazil’s 
group-phase encounters 

against Cameroon and Serbia, 
Portugal’s meeting with 
Uruguay, Costa Rica’s clash 
with Germany, and Australia 
against Denmark.“Fans living 
in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the 
United States, Mexico, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
England, Argentina, Brazil, 
Wales and Australia led the 
way and the digital queues by 
securing the biggest number 
of tickets,” FIFA said.The 
cheapest tickets for fans from 
outside Qatar are priced at 
250 riyals ($69). Fans need a 
confirmed ticket purchase to 
book places to stay in Qatar 
through an official tournament 
website.FIFA previously said 
it got 3 million ticket requests 
for the World Cup final on Dec 

18 — Qatar’s national day — at 
the new 80,000-seat Lusail 
Stadium.In June organisers 
said there had been “record-
breaking” demand for tickets 
at a time when 1.2 million had 
been sold.That figure has now 
more than doubled, with total 
ticket sales including those 
going to partners of FIFA, 
federations and for hospitality, 
as well as to the general public.
There are 3,010,679 tickets 
available altogether, with FIFA 
saying a “last-minute” sales 
period will open in the run-up 
to the start of the tournament 
at a date still to be confirmed. 
Over-the-counter sales will 
also start in Doha after the 
launch of the last-minute sales 
phase.More seats typically 

become available as 
stakeholders return some of 
their allocation, and during 
the World Cup from fans of 
teams that are eliminated.
More than a million visitors 
are expected in Qatar — the 
tiny Gulf state with 2.8 million 
inhabitants — for the 64-game 
tournament in eight stadiums 
in and around Doha.The World 
Cup begins a day earlier than 
originally scheduled with the 
opening ceremony taking place 
before the host nation kick 
off the tournament on Sunday, 
Nov 20 against Ecuador.
It will be the first World Cup 
staged in the Middle East and 
has been pushed back to later 
in the year than its typical 
June-July schedule to avoid.


